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UHM...MR.
DREAPWINGZ

Y-YOU WOULPN’T

HAVE TO WORRY |
ABOUT MAKING |}

THAT OLD WIZARD |
LAPY MAP AT
You...

...IF You
WEREN'T 50

MEAN TO
EVERYBORY!



MYNNY!
SHHH!!

GET BACK
IN HERE!

BUT IT'S SHE BROKE,
TRUE, y ORDE LIKE, SIXTEEN
MIKI! A NOT 70! BONES FROM

EVERY TIME MR.
PREAPWING HURTS
SOMEBOPY, HE MAKES
THAT OLP WIZARP LAPY
REALLY, REALLY
MAP AT HIm!!

BUT SHE LEAVES
MR. PREADWING | 50 WK P0Ce
ALONE WHEN HE’S ;

STUFF THAT
NOT HURTING L
ANYBOPDY... MAKES HER

" Mapz

NO ONE...
WE ARE ALL
SLAVES HERE.

THE ANCIENT ONE NEEPS
MY ABILITIES TOKILL THE
CRAWLING HORRIR NOW

WELLING UP FROM THE
PAWN OF TIME.

50 SHe
selizep Me.

I Neep Your
ABILITIES TOKILL
THE ANCIENT ONE
ONCE SHE sAVES
OUR LITTLE
BUBBLE OF
EXISTENCE.




Sietyniene (O svenswa | weoRamon
OF USE TO ME... S 1 BEFORE I MAKE MYy | ATTEND Me
SUMMONER. | - NEXT MOVE AGAINST | ANP REPORT.
THE ANCIENT ONE!

THE ANCIENT ONE’S
RECENT PISAPPEARANCE REPORT ON OUR NEW THE OUTCAST MAG/ OF THE ASTRAL
FROM ALL KNOWN INVASION ALLIES, RIFTS ARE WILLING TO FORM AN ALLIANCE
CORNERS OF TIME AND STILL, THIS SHERISHA. IN EXCHANGE FOR THE TREASURES OF
SPACE IS NO LONGER PRESENTS A = MANA YOU OFFERED, MY LORD.
SPECULATION. EOLPEN ‘ ’ , -
ANP We
SANCTUARY |
CANNOT |
AND STEAL HER
PETERMINE secpeTS!
WHeEN or | .

IF SHE'LL
RETURN.

BUT THE LEAPERS OF ALL
= FIVeE MAGI CLANS ARE PROUP
| ANP BELLIGERENT.

OU MAY NEEP TO
\ CoW THEM.

who oppose us, my Lord. Jy are epsily » match For our ; But ONLY

And | have assessed the \ " The Dragon Brood are the first
sfrengfh of the forces line of defense on Jade-Realn and

in a BRISF

llied €5...
Ao onflict.

ONLY i
resources pre
PLENTIFUL!




BecAUse
WE WILL ONLY ONCE I'vE

REQUIRE THE MAGI LOOSED
TO MOP UP THE THOSE
PALTRY ARMIES sSLAVES
THAT REMAIN...

- AFTER I
COLLECT THE
NEW sLAVES
I'VE SCOUTEP.

STEWARPS OF
YOUR PEOPLES.

...THE ENTIRE
REALM WILL
FALL APART

AT THE
SEAMS!

ALLOW Me TO
INTROPUCE TO YOU
THE PASSAGE FROM
WHICH OUR POOM
APPROACHES.

THIS IS A MAP OF

THE ASTRAL RIFTS

WHERE IT TOUCHES
OUR HOME...

OUR REALM
OF JAPE.

OUR PLANE’S
INFLUENCE COLORS
THIS REGION OF THE
RIFT ANP MAKES IT A

GENTLE ATOLL.




PERILOUS OCEAN!

BEYONP THIS
PEAPLY MORASS
IS THE LAIR OF
OUR ENEMY.

“ UNCHARTED CURRENTS ARE

LITTEREP WITH THE RUINS OF
ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS WHOSE
REALMS HAVE LONG SINCE

PISINTEGRATEP.
PREAPWING.

[ =\ /)

THOSE SCARS YOU
WEAR ARE H/S WORK,
ARE THEY NOT, BROOP
QUEEN OF PRAGONS?Z?

Your eNemy,
YOU MEAN.

THEN HOW CAN HE NOT
BE YOUR PERSONAL
PEMONZ

80, POES THE SCOPE OF
THIS COUNCIL NOW INCLUPE
SETTLING GRUPGES WITH
VIOLENCE AND WARFARE?Z?

I WOULP THINK...

...THE THREAT TO OUR HOME
FROM A LEGENPARY PRAGON
MASS-MURPERER...

...WOULP BE OF
EVERYONE’S CONCERN,
COUNCILOR XERCIE.

ANP YOU PROPOSE THAT
THE REST OF US BECOME
YOUR FOPPER IN THE
CONFLICT TO COME?Z

HOW OFTEN HAVE
PRAGONS COME
TO THE AIP OF MY
PEOPLE WHEN WE
NEEPEP IT MOST,
T'MATZ

OH, SURELY, YOU
SENP FINANCIAL
AIP AFTER ALL
HAS SETTLEP...

...BUTALL OF
THOSE PENNIES
HAVE STRINGS

ATTATCHEP.

PERHAPS WE’LL FOLLOW
YOUR EXAMPLE ANP SENP
PENNIES AFTER YOUR
STRUGGLES.

AS POWERFUL
AS WE ARE, MY
PEOPLE ARE NOT

uBIlaUITOUS.

INPEEDP, WE
ARE FEW.

YOoUr TROUBLES WERE
LIKE A WILPFIRE ACROSS
A VAST FOREST.

IN THE FACE OF SUCH, EVEN THE
MIGHTIEST OF PRUIP CONCLAVES, WHILE
PRESERVING AS MUCH LIFE AS POSSIBLE,
RESIGN TO LETTING SUCH FIRES
BURN THEMSELVES OUT.



MY PARENTS PIEDP
IN THAT “INFERNO”
QUEEN T'MAT...

...OVER THIRTY
YEARS AGO, PURING
THE RAMPAGE OF THE
ORKRIST ANDP THEIR
MANIACAL OVERLORP!

ANP WHILE
SERPENTUS FANNEP

THE WAR FLAMES, YOU |

PRAGONS ROASTEP
MARSHMALLOWS
OVER THE COALS!

HOW PARE YOU
COME TO US NOW,
FOR AID...

i

TOPAY, WE HAVE BOTH WARNING
ANP STRENGTH ENOUGH TO
INTERCEPT THIS NEW THREAT.

-.AFTER MAKING MY
PEOPLE BEG FOR
MEeRCY IN VAIN!

QUEEN T'MAT ASKS
NOT FOR AIP TO HER
PERSONAL CAUSE,
COUNCILOR
XERCIE....

...BUT TO OUR
WORLP’S.

IF I MAY SPEAK
IMPARTIALLY
FOR ALL...

[ NO ONE FOorRESAW
THE ORKRIST
INVASION THIRTY

YEARS ACO. THERE WAS

NO COUNCIL OF
THE REALM...
NO COLLECTIVE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
TO BRING FORTH
SOLUTIONS
BACK THEN.

WHY ARE WE HERE IF
WE PO NOT HEEP THIS
WARNING ANP SPEND
OUR RESOURCES
WISELY AGAINST IT?




INPEED, YOUR
WORPS ARE ALSO ...ANP A MOTION T
MY THOUGHTS WOULP CARRY.
COUNCILOR
AMALTHEA...

THEN LET US FOCUS ALL
OF OUR THOUGHTS AND
EFFORTS AS ONE TO THIS
SHIFT, MY FRIENPS!

LET US TOGETHER
TRIUMPH OVER THIS \
EVIL IN ITS LAIR, 4 VERY WELL...IF
BEFORE IT SLITHERS THIS BE THE WILL

ONTO OUR PLANAR OF THE COUNCIL..
| i JAG’S LAIR WILL

SEE IT PONE.

ALL OF THEM.

THEY’RE CORRALEP
BY THE SPELLCRAFT
OF T'MAT AND HER
COMMONWEAL.

T HAVE AN APPOINTMENT,

[ tetuspepart Y[ TRANsPoRTUs K 7 AFPOITNMENT
| From THIS PLACE, TO MY PRIVATE e 2
MAGISTER. CHAMBERS. )




I'M HOSTING A MEETING WITH
REPRESENTIVES FROM OUR
REGIONAL MARSHALS.

JUST LAST NIGHT, WE
APPREHENPEDP A MOST
UNUSUAL BURGLAR
WITHIN OUR NATION’S
TREASURY...

HER CONTRABAND WAS
A HUGE COLLECTION OF
PRICELESS MAGICAL
ARTIFACTS STOLEN
FROM OTHER NATIONAL
STRONGHOLPS!

WITH THEIR HELP, I PLAN TO
EXPOSE OUR FRAUPULENT
QUEEN OF PRAGONS AND HER
OPPRESSIVE AGENPAS!

YOUR CLAIMS ARE
QUITE SERIOUS,
MAPAME COUNCILOR.

BUT YOU ARE WELL WITHIN
YOUR RIGHT TO CALL FOR AN
INVESTIGATION IF YOU HAVE

CAUSE FOR SUSPICION.

THE ONLY ITEM
THAT COULPN’T
BE TAKEN FROM
HER WAS A
STRANGE

A GOLPEN,
ENCHANTED COLLAR
THAT UNPOUBTEPLY

HELPED HER ESCAPE
THIS MORNING ANP
WITHOUT A SINGLE

TRACE!




ONE OF THE ARTIFACTS

| THE THIEF LEFT BEHIND

WAS OF SPEeCIAL
SIGNIFICANCE...

...AS IT SMELLS
OF PRAGON ANP
TREACHERY!

0BSERVES THE
PORTAL IT
CREATES...




OH, MY PAYS AND
NIGHTS!

LOOK AT ALL THAT
TREASURE!!!

I Usep MY BALANCE
MAGIC TO MEASURE
THE AMOUNT WHEN I
FIRST PISCOVEREP
THIS SECRET.

THERE IS MORE
TREASURE HERE THAN IN
THE COMBINEDP COFFERS

OF THE HUMAN, WERE,
PWEMEOR ANP ELVEN
NATIONS.

AND ABOVE US WAIT
ANCIENT MYMIORS FILLED
WITH ASTRONOMICAL
STORES OF MANA/!

IF ONLY
THE SMALLEST

FRACTION OF THIS
ENERGY WAS TAPPED,
T/MAT COULP HAVE CAST

IF THE POWER OF EVEN
ONE OF THESE MYMIORS
WAS PISTRIBUTEP TO THE

NATIONS OF JAPE REALM,
WE COULP USHER IN A
NEW AGE OF PROSPERITY

< OF PROTECTION,
SA AND sAFeTY!!

VING EVERY ONE OF
OUR PEOPLE FROM THE
ORKIST RAMPAGE OF
THIRTY YEARS

BUT T'MAT HORPES

THESE RICHES ANP

HIPES THEM FROM
ALL ACCOUNTS...

...WHILE URGING
EVERYONE ELSE
TO PRAIN THEIR
RESOURCES IN
ATTACKING AN
ALLeEcEP
THREAT!

COUNCILOR!
I UNPERSTANP
YOUR EXIGENCY ...

...ANP THOUGH
OLFACTORY EVIPENCE
PAINTS THIS LAIR AS
ONE BELONGING TO A
POWERFUL, ELPER
PRAGON...

...MY INTUITION
TELLS ME THAT
BROOP QUEEN
T'MAT HAS
ABSOLUTELY NO
KNOWLEPEGE OF
THIS PLACE!

HOW pARE
SHE--

..T PON’T THINK
ANY DRAGON OF
JADE-REALM
HAS!




c-commanver! | : =
OVER HERE! \ N\ \ |
I THINK we'Re Y} MAGISTER NAON... N Lol .| .
ABOUT TO FINP = S HOow SOON CAN YOoU CAN PULL US BAGK
OUT WHO OWNS Qll CASTYOUR SPELL FROM WHENCE WE
s A
THIS TREASURE , OF RECALL? (' CAME ALMOST

HOARD! / . INSTANTLY/!

...I HAVE THE - YOU’RE JUST A FIGMENT TO ALL

FEELING WE MAY THEY N BUT THE ANCIENT ONE ANP THE

Neep THATTEXITM ANY CAN'T \ N MANIACAL PEMIPRAGON WHO
MOMENT NOW. HEAR You, ) S “TALKS TO HIMSELF”!

ROPENT.
RO ‘ WeOISTive LiTTLe
RUN FOR p - ‘ FRIENPS...

8 Your
Lwes!

...I S8UPPOSE BY NOW,
THEY'VE UESSEP
WHERE THEY ARE...

oo ANP WHO I AM!

/
PREAPWING! : LET’S 6ET OUT
OF Here!!!
aulck!l!




EVERY ONE
POwWN!!!

OF THOSE WHO
ACTUALLY KNOW THAT
AURA FUSES IGNITE
RESERVE MANA...

...YOU’RE THE FIRST TO
PEAL WITH IT WITHOUT
FrReEZING UP!

You!!!

YOU’RE THE THIEF
WE CAUGHT IN
OUR TREASURY!!!




" KEEP THE PACE
LOW, SHERISHA.

CINPER-BALL
INBOUNP!

/ wam
( preapwine’s
BAS/C sPELLS.

...ARE THAT
\ PowerrFUL!?! }

/" THROPAN! N
| SALanpRAl
everysopy!ll )

CROS5-COUNTER
THAT ATTACK!/!




eV L, B

...NOW THAT
WE’VE SAIP OUR
“HeLLOS”...

...LET'S GET TO THE
MATTER OF WHY T

INVITEDP YOU HERE,
COUNCILOR XERCIE!

I'veA
PROPOSITION
YOU'LL FINC MOST
LUCRATIVE, T
ASSUrRE You!










PATIENCE
FurTHER? JPR

/' OR WOULP YOU
~— A LIKE TOTESTMY g

i\
i ﬁjfu

SERAPHIM. NECRO. |
2 , DEPART.

4

!

: : 2 FAREWELL.
| A 7

4 0 ‘ ’ 1}“‘(
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NAAN!
GET UP!

TOPAY, WITH
THESE EXPERTS
AT YOUR sIPE,
YOU WeRE BOLP
ENOUGH TO STEP
WITHIN MY
REACH.

YOU’VE &0T TO
GET Us OUT OF

THE LAST TIME YOU
VISITEP MY LAIR, YOU
ANP YOUR SERVANT
WERE TOO SKITTISH
FOR ME TO
APPROACH .

80 YOU WISH TO
LeAave 890 SO0N,
MAPAME
COUNCILOR...

...WITHOUT
HEARING MY
PROPOSALZ

YOUR SERVANT
8T00P REAPY TO
YANK YOU BOTH
BACK HOME WITH
"RECALL” AT EVEN
THE SLIGHTEST
PISTURBANCE.

W-WHAT PO
YOU WANT
FROM Me?
I ONLY
REQUEST OF
You A BRIEF
AUPIENCE!




e ——
I WANT YOUR
UNPERSTANPING,
COUNCILOR.

YOU see...MY CONFLICT IS
WITH THE UNPERCITY SHAPOW
ELVES ANP THE ROYAL COURT

\ OF BROOP QUEEN T'MAT.

QUITE FRANKLY, I'M

SHOCKEP HER NEIGHBORS

ARE CONTENT TO FOLLOW
T’MAT INTO THIS FOOLISH
CRUSAPE WHEN SO MANY
OF THOSE NATIONS ARE
IMPOVERISHEP!

ANP I WOULP THINK
T'MAT WOULP SPENP A
JUST SMALL PORTION

OF HER VAST WEALTH
ON HELPING HER
ALLIES.

NOT THE NEIGHBORING

CIVILIZATIONS T'MAT
PLANS TO PRAG INTO
THIS FIGHT.

SOIME OF THOSE
COMMUNITIES HAVE BARELY
ENOUGH RESOURCES TO HEAL
N WOUNPS INFLICTED TO THEIR
PEOPLE’S COMMONWEALTH
OVER THIRTY YEARS AGO.

IT IS A HEARTLESS WARMOINGER

WHO POES NOT FIRST SEE TO THE
WELL-BEING OF THE SICKLY,
MALNOURISHEP NEIGHBORS

SHE INTENPS TO CONSCRIPT!

...WOULPN’T
You sayz =

I-I KNOW WHAT YOU’rRe

UP TO, PREAPWING! YOU teC TRYING 7O

TURN ME TO YOUR
cause!!!

T0 SET ME
AGAINST MY
ALLIES!

...LET ME SHOW YOU WHAT A
TRUE ALLY WOULP PO FOR
You ANP YOUR PEOPLE.




oneor |
THEM, YES. | =

You’re

movine | 1 AS BALANCE COUNCILOR
\ THEM!Z!

OF YOUR CONTINENTAL
MAGE-POCKET, YOU
SHOULP BE ATTUNEP TO
YOUR HOME’'S ASTRAL
ALANCE ...

JAG .TOMY

Home!
YOU SENT THAT » e our
TREASURE ;
AN | reACH..
MYMIOR... € YU caN
ALWAYS RETURN
IT, COUNCILOR...
BY WAY OF THE
DIMENSIONAL COIL
YOU UNRAVELLED
BEFORE.

T0 ASSIST ME ON A = OR PECLINE MY OFFER,
HUMANITARIAN g : W LANGUISH WITH YOUR
PROJECT. TR / IMPOVERISHEP CITIZENS,
AND KEEP YOUR FALSE
f ALLIANCE WITH T’MAT.
MY ALLIANCE WILL ’ 3 )
BE WITH YoU 5 A
ALONE... 5

...I HAVE NO WIsH
70 INVOLVE
Your PEOPLE.

AGREE TO AP
ME, ANP THIS GEAS

PROVIPE YOU WITH
THE KEY TO MY--

YOUR MYMIOR.

USE IT TO HEAL YOUR
COMMONWEALTH ANP
MAKE YOUR NATION
STRONG AGAIN.




TOGETHER, WE WILL
EMBARK ON A QUEST TO
RESCUE A VICTIM WHO WAS
UNLAWFULLY IMPRISONEP
WITHIN HIS OWN HOME
ANP LEFT TO PIE.

TO REACH HIM, WE’LL NEEP
THE TALENTS OF A BALANCE
COUNCILOR ANP AN EXPERT
ON THE STRUCTURE OF
PWARVEN RUINS.

SUMMONER?Z
CALL FORTH CORISCA...
THEN CREATE A
TALENT MAGENP...
ENGINEERING OR
ARCHITECTURE.

COUNCILOR

XERCIE WILL

NeeP THEIR
ASSISTANCE.

Balance Magend
Corsica:
Summoned.

As I STATED, THIS TASK
18 HUMANITARIAN.

WHAT PO YOU BIP
OF Mg, LORP
PREAPWINGZ

Science pnd
Ardhaeology
Talent Magend
Natale:
SUmmonéed.

New magend %f
créention is b



FOR NOW, LET US RIPE THE
PIMENSIONAL COIL’S PATH
BACK TO YOUR CHAMBERS,
COUNCILOR XERCIE.

E]
SOMETHING

WRONGZ

FOR A
MOMENT, I
THOUGHT ...

...NEVER MINP.

WHO IS THE
SENPING S0 MANY POWERFUL VICTIM WE ARE

AURAS THOUGH THE PLANES ATTEMPTING
WouLP BE FAR TOO NOISY 70 8AVE?
JTHERWISE.

FROM THERE,
WE’LL FINALIZE
THE RESCUE
PLANS.

IF I MAY AsK,
LORP PREAPWING...




COME TO THINK OF
IT, I PO BELIEVE YOU'VE
MET HIM BEFORE.

HE’S AN ORKIST
VISIONARY WHO
CALLS HIMSELF...
SERPENTUS...
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