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SORRY
WE’RE LATE,
PROFESSOR

PIGGERS.

WE HAP A DIFFICULT
TIME BRINGING THE
COMPATIBILITY ~
MOPULES UPTO Byt 500N, YoU'LL
HAVE DIGITAL ACCESS
TO THE AGENCY'S
SUPER COMPUTER
CLUSTER!

HOW’'S IT ‘
Somies, R~ crrems
GINAZ

WE’RE JUST ABOUT REAPY
TO START THE EXPEPITION
TO EL-AHRAIRAH!

THE MATH’S
JUST ABOUT
PONE ON MY

BUT WITH THOSE
WEIRDP AGENCY ZERO
COMPUTERS, WE CAN
SHAVE OFF THE LAST

THIRTY MINUTES OF
THIS TWENTY-HOUR
PROCESS!

BUT INSTEADP OF
GOING OFF HALF-
COCKEDP WITH PENNY’S
POORLY EQUIPPEDP
SHUTTLECRAFT...

...OR WAITING
A WHOLE week
FOR FORTRESS
KIA TO ALIGN FOR
A HYPERSPACE
JUMP...

...WE CAN BEGIN A FULL
EFFORT USING ALL OF
OUR RESOURCES TO
SAVE OUR FRIENPS,
TopAY!

THIS SHOULDA
BEEN “PLAN 47,
&iNA!

WE SHOULP HAVE USEP
YOUR HYPERSPACE
PYLON THINGIE FROM
THE BEGINNING!




PYLON HYPERSPACE PORTALS
ABSOLUTELY NEEP TO KNOW
THE AMOUNT OF MASS
THEY'RE ANCHOREPD ON.

I CAN’T SIMPLY GUESS

THE MASS OF A PLANET

A FEW HUNPREP MILLION
LIGHT YEARS AWAY!

MY COMPUTER &OT THE
MEASUREMENTS FROM
SCANS TAKEN PURING
YOUR RESCUE MISSION.

IT WAS JUST PENNY, ACE,
STRIPE ANP ME OUT THERE
TRYING TO SAVE EVERYBODY
FROM THAT SUPER-SIZED

PYNASTY SOUL FURNACE! OUR TEAMWORK CUT

A WAY OUT FOR A FEW
INNOCENT BYSTANPERS...

...BUT WE WOULPN'T HAVE
HAP TO MAKE A RUN FOR IT
IF WE'P HAP SOME BACKUP

OUT THERE, GINA.

JAN, ROL AND

b THEIR WHOLE
S FAMILY MIGHT HAVE

BEEN sAvED!

WELL, AS WEIRP AS MY
SCIENCE SEEMS TO BE, I
STILL CAN'T CHANGE THE
LAWS OF PHYSICS, BRIT'.

50 WE COULPN’T START
THIS PROJECT WITHOUT
"PLAN A” GOING FIRST!




WE’LL INITIALIZE THE
SUPER-COMPUTER UPLINK
RIGHT AWAY , PROFESSOR

PIGGERS.

LET'S GO,
"MS. FORKLIFT!”

I ANTEP UP FOR
EIGHT POZEN GLAZED
GOURMET PONUTS THIS
MORNING ‘CAUSE YOU
WANTED THE “EXTRA
ENERGY”!

I EXPECT A
RETURN FOR MY
INVESTMENT!

ASKING YOU
TO COVER MY
TAB NO MORE,
PORTY!

ANP I MEAN IT
THIS TIME!!!

THANKS FOR COMING
OUT TO HELP US, Y’ALL.

I MEAN, I'M
PRETTY SURE PLANET
EL-AHRAIRAH IS OUT

OF AGENCY ZERO'S

JURISPICTION. INDEED.

W-We’rRe MOST
APPRECIATIVE. |

ANP PON'T
MIND GINA. |

SHE ALWAYS GETS JITTERY
ANP NERVOUS WHEN ANYONE
FROM THE GOVERNMENT
COMES SNIFFING AROUND HER |
WEIRP SCIENCE STUFF.




SANE, RESPONSIBLE
SUPER-SCIENTISTS | NOT WHEN WE RECEIVE Y _
ARE PRETTY LOW ON || NEWS OF AN INTERGALALTIC :
THE AGENCY’S LIST THREAT ATTACKING... s BRIANNA ANP HER
04;' cng‘ceE/iNs' 7 INCINERATING... - 1 leevgl}lﬂeogsdﬁvﬁé
A 22%2%;%5 N IFWEDPON'T  mAKE US A TINY

SUPPORT BIT NERVOUS.
THAT, WHAT

BESIPES BEING YOUR FRIENPS, CAN we
AGENCY ZERO FEELS THAT THE SUPPORT?Z?
AMARANS ARE A VERY APVANCEP,
VERY IMPORTANT PART OF EARTH’S
FUTURE RELATIONS WITH OUR SPEAKING OF
NEIGHBORS. BRIANNA...

...8HE WANTEP TO START PUTTING
TOGETHER THE EXPEPITION'S
“CRIME SCENE INVESTICATION”

EQuIiPME

YOU THINK GINA’S
NEW BATTLE-
SCIENCE
BRASSIERE HAS
ENOUGH GRENAPE
PopPs, PEEBRIZ

HeCK, NO!
MAX LOAPOUT!
&0 BlI6& OR

BUT...
WHAT IF SHE
NeepPs T0...
YOoU KNaw...

PUT HER
ARMS POWNZ

OR SCRATCH
HER NOSE?

PFT...RIGHT!
LIKE THAT’S
GONNA HAPPEN!Z

(ALl ricHT, THEN.)

'\ 4 PYLON
EVEEERAYPB)f?PY ) \ | Hrperspace

TRANSLATION IN

2\ NINETY SECONDS! }




ROGER,
PROFESSOR!

UPLINK
ESTABLISHEP!

AGENCY’S MAGI
COMPUTERS
ARE SENPING

THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS
RIGHT N--

YOU HAVE TO HOLP
THAT 400 LB. PISH
ABSOLUTELY
STILL!

" How come T
GOTTA BE THE
BRAWN WHEN

HERE COMES
THE LAST OF
THE FORMULA
RESOLUTIONS,
PROFESSOR!

GRAVITATIONAL
PILATION
ACHlevep!

SETTING TO
ANICE, QUIET
NEGATIVE
POINT FOUR.
LOOKING

AU €00p...
...We’re
THERE!

WE’RE POING
SCIENCY
STUFF? >

NOW ALL We HAvE
TO PO IS BRING A
COMPANION PYLON
TO0 THE EXPEPITION
STAGING AREA IN
CcUsco, PERU.

PENNY’S
STANPING BY AT
HER HAZARPOUS

PROJECT LAB IN A
REMOTE PART OF ...ALONG WITH
THAT TOWN... ALL THE LUGGAGE
WE’VE PACKEP
FOR THIS TRIP.

LET'S GRAB OUR
GEAR AND GET TO THE
BOTTOM OF THIS WHOLE
PYNASTY MYSTERY!




St
Y

PLANET EL-AHRAIRAH OF THE FRITH SYSTEM
BRITANNIA CONTINENT
PATRIARCH FORTRESS CRASH|SITE

ATMOSPHERIC
TESTS COMPLETE.
NITROGEN: 60%,

OXYGEN: 18.5%. LOTS
MORE CARBON THAN
ON EARTH, THOUGH.

BREATHABLE.

R




THE PYNASTY BURNEP A
FOREST PLANET TO ASHES
IN JUST TWO PAYS/

<4 \v
AND THE AIR’S 7 G0 %
50..8TILL... A N
THERE’S NO w
SIGN OF THE
ENEMY.

AGENCY ZERO SUPER-LIFTER,
THUNPERBOILT Z:
TRANSPORT sUCCESSFUL!

OR ANYTHING
ELSE FROM
HERE TO Low
orBIT!

BRIANNA, “SLAVE” THOSE
TWO HYPERSPACE
PYLONS TO THE PRIMARY
ANP WIPEN THE
BUTTONHOLE.

TIME TO BRING IN THE
HEAVY EXCAVATION
EQUIPMENT!

HEADPS UP,
EVERYBOPY!

BUT THIS
ISN’T A BAP
START.

'@@

‘lr‘i}.“

GINA’S GIANT,
TRANSFORMING PRILLBOT,
CESPENST “"ALPHA EIGHT”;

THE MAIN HAZARP IS
TRANSPORT SUCCESSFUL!

WHAT COULP INTERRUPT
US IN THE MIPPLE OF

AW, YEAH!

NOTHING SAYS sERIOUS
ARCHAEOLOGY LIKE THE
ABILITY TO UPROOT ANP SIFT
THROUGH A WHOLE CcUBIC
KILOMETER OF ALIEN
PLANET, FOLKS.

UNFORTUNATELY, We
WON’T BE ABLE TO PULL
MUCH ELSE THROUGH FOR A
WHILE WITHOUT STRESSING
THE BUTTONHOLE.

THE EXCAVATION.

THE PYNASTY
MIGHT HAVE LEFT
GUARPS IN OUTER
ORBIT ANP OUT OF
OUR CURRENT LINE
OF SIGHT.

S0 WE’LL SPLIT INTO
THREE TEAMS TO
GET THE WHOLE JOB
PONE BEFORE WE’RE
PISCOVEREP.

WE'LL BE
“TEAM ONE”,
BRIT!

I'LL PIRECT GESPENST
VIA REMOTE WHILE YOU
WATCH MY BACK, OKAY Z

BUT WHY NOT RIPE
INSIPE YOUR SUPER
ROBOT THIS TIME?Z




...THE PYNASTY
VAPORIZEDP AN ENTIRE
PLANET TO COVER
WHATEVER TRACKS
EXISTEP HERE,
RIGHT?Z

BUT THEY LEFT THE
WRECKAGE OF AN
ASSAULT FORTRESS
FULL OF EVIPENCE
ANP SECRETS SITTING
IN PLAIN VIEW ON THE
SIPE OF A MOUNTAIN!

BOOBY TRAP!

=

S0 MY TRUSTY, BRAVE
LITTLE PROIP’S GOING
IN FOR A PLANETARY -
CLASS BOMB PETECTION
ANP PISPOSAL MISSION
FIRST...WHILE WE
WATCH FROM THE
OTHER SIPE OF THE
HORIZON!

&00P BOY! PON’T WORRY,
You s0 GESPENST.
BrRAAAVE! YOU WON’T BE

ALONE.

THE AGENCY’S THUNPERBOILTS
ARE ALSJ AUTONOMOUS,
ARTIFICIALLY INTELLIGENT

SUPER-MACHINES!

ALTHOUGH THEY USE 1960’s
STATE-OF-THE-ART EIGHT-
TRACK TAPES INSTEADP OF GINA’S
MAG-GRAV FLEX BUBBLES
FOR MEMORY BANKS.

THUNPERBOLT

TWO IS PRETTY

MUCH A METAL

P superHERO!
'

AN INCREP/IBLE
HULK OF A MACHINE,
ACTUALLY!

UNPER MY REMOTE
PIRECTION, T.B. Z WILL
PROVIPE AIR COVER.

WITH XANE AS

MY BOPYGUARD,

WE THREE MAKE
“TEAM TWO”.



“TEAM THREE...” HOLD ON A HOW ARE SHINRYUKEN ANDP
NAMELY, SHINRY UKEN SECOND, AGENT HIS SWORP &OING TO TARGET
FROM THE EXPLORER’S DORTON. AND HIT BAPPIES frteckile ANCIENT PROVERB
SOCIETY... US FROM OUTTER SPACE? SAY...SIZE-MITAR, THE
ddeSZAPLa 5’LEAPPEI
...AND BRIANNA 24
WITH HER FASHION NOT A SHOW-ER.
ACCESSORIES...
ARE GUARPING
THE OVERALL
EXPEPITION.

BOTH HAVE WEAPONS
THAT CAN REACH THE
UPPER STRATOSPHERE
ANP INTO LOW ORBIT.

ogKay!

WE'RE ALL
sApPpPLED
up.

LET'S CET
OUR BUTTS TO
SAFeTY!

THUNPERCATS!
HO0O!

\ N4
&EeSPIE!
THIS IS GINA!
STANP BY TO
RECEIVE
WAY-POINT

00
e 182 wiLL TaKE

! POINT ANP CHECK
MISSION! FOR MAGNETIC
ANOMALIES!

/\J
i
'
LA §

Y-YES, MA'AM. \

ANP PON’T
WORRY, PAL...
WE’RE RIGHT

BEHINP YOU!

...MILES BEHINP
YOU, TECHNICALLY.




HEY, PORTYZ )

WE'RE PEALING WITH
PLANET-VAPORIZING
BAPPIES ON THIS
RUN, RIGHT?Z

GINA’S RIGHT.

WE CAN’T PO ANY &O0P
RUSHING IN FULL FOrRCE
WHEN WE PON’T KNOW How
TO SAVE THE PAY YET.

WE’RE HUNTING
FOR INFO.

OKAY, TWENTY MILES AWAY

FEELS PRETTY SAFE.

WHY AREN’T MORE
OF THE AGENCY’S
HEAVY HITTERS
HERE TO HELP
GINA OUTZ

I'Ve BEEN
WONPERING ABOUT
THAT MYSELF,

FULL COMBAT
TEAMS SUCK AT
GATHERING INFO IN
HAZARPOUS AREAS.

LET’S SET UP THE
SURVEY EQUIPMENT.

BUT THIS IS PROFESSOR
PIGCER’S PARTY, AND
SHE’S BEEN PRETTY
SPECIFIC ON WHICH
BGUESTS TO INVITE.

OUR GROUP IS
PERFECTLY BALANCEP
FOR THIS SCENARIO,
AGENT PORTON.

IN PEP TERMS,
YOU PON’T SEARCH
A ROOM FOR
SECRETS WITH THE
WHOLE PARTY
STANPING ON THE
TRAP POOR!

BRIANNA CAN RE-PEPLOY
OUR PYLONS IN CASE WE STILL
NEED A QUICK GETAWAY.

PROFESSOR
PIGGERS!

T.B. Z HAS JUST FINISHEP
ITS INITIAL SCAN SWeeP
OF THE FORTRESS.

Im’s perecrws ‘

POWER SOURCE
PULSING FROM THE
FORTRESS CORE!

I'M SENPING YOU
THE INTERFEROMETRY
SCAN RESULTS.




THAT’S... ...T KNow
THAT ENERGY
SIGNATURE!

pPULL
THUNPERBOLT
TWO AWAY FROM
THERE, AGENT
PORTON.

6ESPIE?

CAN YOU
HEAR ME?

I NeepP YOU TO
START PRILLING
US A NEW FRONT

POOR...

| YES, MA’AM!
..CAREFULLY.

WHAT THUNPERBOLT ~ /
] TEErR BETA-TECHNOLOGY!
GIGA-ENGINE! THAT FORTRESS IS
PROVIPING POWER TO
SOMETHING INSIDE!

IF I HAP TO MAKE A
GUESS, 1’P SAY THAT
“"SOMETHING” IS A
“PHANTOM RING”!

ANP THAT'S WHAT’S
MAKING ME REALLY,
REALLY Nervous!

A PHANTOM RING
1S JUST THE KINP OF
ANCIENT TECHNOLOGY T
WAS HOPING TO FINP
AROUNP HeRE!

IT MIGHT TELL US
EVERYTHING THAT
HAPPENED TO OUR
FRIENPS ANP MORE/!

HOWEVER...

...I'VE SEEN THE OLP
‘GLITTERING TREASURE
CHEST IN THE MIPPLE OF

A PARK ANP SPIOKY
CASTLE” SET-UP
BEFORE!




CAREFULLY...

CAREFULLY,
GESPIE...

THAT’S IT!
You’re
THROUGH.

AQUICKLY,

Now! GeT A

&00P LOOK
AROUNP!

WHAT’S THAT
IN THERE!Z

IPENTIFICATION
TYPE MATCH:
AMARAN.

PHANTOM RING IS
PROJECTING PHANTOM
MASS SHACKLES AROUNP

PRISONER’S WRISTS
ANP ANKLES! He movep!
HE’S ALIVE!
GESPIE, INITIATE
RESCUE ANDP
FIRST-AIP
PROCEPURES!

VITAL SIGNS
UNPETECTEP.

TARGET STATUS:
PeECEASED!




GESPIE, 5AY
SOMETHING!
SPEAK TO M-

ERROR:
OI=E.
BoBIAT
FUNC...NAL...
ma’am!

&EsPIE!
PUT UP FULL
SHIELPS IF

YOU CAN!

everyBopY!!!
sTAY PUT
AND REMAIN
sTILL!

THAT POOR GUY
IN THERE...

’ — ...80MEONE
CHANGED HIM
INTO AN ANIMUS!

AN UNPEAP
ELEMENTAL!




THAT BLAST
WAS A sPELL
cALLep
“RUIN”!

THERE IS NO
PDEFENSE WE JUST POPGEP A

RICEED SHOTGUN
AGAINST IT! AT THE POoor!

CRESCENS AND
I FOUGHT THOSE
THINGS BEFORE...

...BACK WHEN T
WAS TRAPPEP ON
IBLIVION!

BUT SINCE THE COST
FOR CASTING “RUIN” IS
S0 HIGH, THOSE FIGHTS
WERE PRETTY SHORT.

&O0P PLAY POKING THAT
TRAP WITH A TWENTY-MILE-
LONG STICK, GINA.

HOPEFULLY, WE CAN START
OUR INVESTIGATION WITHOUT
FURTHER INCIPENT.

WE’LL SEARCH
THE RUINS
FROM HeRE!

I STILL HAVE A
BAP FEELING ABOUT
APPROACHING THE
SITEe PERSONALLY .




RIGHT!

GESPIE?

TRY TO MAKE
YOUR WAY
BACK HERE,
SWEETY, S0
MAMA CAN
FIX YOU.

AGENT PORTON, CAN YOU
HAVE THUNPERBOLT TWO

FIRE GRAPPLE LINES ANP
TOW AWAY THE PEBRIS AT
THE SIPE FACING US?

Y

/ | TKAY,
PERFECT! . BRIANNA,

REAPY WHEN
YOU ARE.

BUT IF YOU’RE NOT
CONFIPENT, I COULP CUT
THE LIP OFF FOR Y OU WITH
MY COMPUTER-ASSISTEP
GINA-BLASTER.

NAWP. I &OT IT.

MY COMPUTER-ASSISTEP
BLASTER IS BIGGERER
ANP BETTERER,

ANYWAY! b



WE’RE PULLING THE PHANTOM
RING SEAL ON THE ENGINE NEXT.

SHINRYUKEN?Z

W’/J

SL--
SLIGHT
PROBLEM.

MY MYSTIC BLAPE HAS
STRENGTH ENOUGH...
BUT MY MORTAL
FLESH HAS NOT!

': ON THE COUNT
OF THREE...

EASY POES IT,
You éuys.




THERE.
ALL

THIS ARCHAEOLOGY
1S...MUNCHAUSIAN!

INCREPIBLE,
PROFESSOR
PIGGERS!

cLeAr!

ACTUALLY, I'M
BEING OVERLY
CAUTIOUS,
AGENT PORTON.

TWENTY MILES IS
THE MAXIMUM
PISTANCE FROM
WHICH I CAN
MANIPULATE BETA
TECHNOLOGY.

HOW LONG
BEFORE YOU CAN
START PULLING
INFORMATION FROM
THE ARTIFACT WE
JUST EXCAVATED,
PROFESSOR?

I'LL SAY THIS...
EVERYONE SENP POCTOR Y&
PENELOPE “'C-3P0”
PINCER A CHRISTMAS
CARP THIS YEAR!

ANP THE HAIRS ON THE
BACK OF MY NECK ARE

STILL STANPING UP!

SHE plscoverep
BETA-TECH...

...8HE PIP THE
RESEARCH THAT’S
MAKING THIS EASY ...

...AND HER PEVICE PRIVERS
ARE FLUENT IN OVER SIX
MILLION FORMS OF BETA-

TECH COMMUNICATION!



SCIENTIST MUST HE POESN’T KNOW
PHANTOM RINGS

CAN STORE NTH-

THESE...THESE
AREN’T AMBIENT
IMPRESSIONS.

THAT SCIENTIST
15 WEARING
ROL’S FAMILY
slGlL...

HE’S TREATING

INTERFACE WITH

KIND OF ALIEN

ANP HE’S MAPE

I'VE SUCCESSFULY HUNPREPS OF

INTERFACEDP WITH THE
RUIN’S ABERRANTLY
MURKY LIFE SUPPORT

r(
FASCINATING.
\

| He's ROL’s
BROTHER!

CETTING PROWSY.

A VAULTZ?

BUT WHAT ARE
THEY WORKING ONZ?

HOW’S THAT. .
IS THAT CLEARZ AN

YOU’RE RIGHT!
THERE’S SOMETHING...
ALIVE...IN THE SIXTH
sl CHAMBER!
ROL, ALTER THE
. SCAN FREQUENCY
PATTERN.

IT’S RIO!
THE PYNASTY
PATRIARCH. ..

...HIPING IN THAT
CHAMBER...
RECOVERING FROM
THE CRASH/!

THEY
FOUNP HIM!

THE ANCIENT
BASTARP
WHO BURNEP
BILLIONS OF
AMARANS FOR
FUEL.

TRAPPEP!




[ LasTentey.. THAT PHANTOM
\ ...IT LOOKS LIKE THEY AP L caN SEe RING IS ALIGNED bl pi THE SYMBIOT OVERRIPE
ROL’S BROTHER PATRIARCH’S
EATHERER A FOESE OF WASN'T TAKING 70 FOCUS SYMBIOTS AS SYSTEM IS SOMETHING T
NEIGHBORS T0 KILL THE ape LTS TRANSMIESION SrvELteas, ¥ soruarpox PEVELOPED PURING BRIT’ AND
PATRIARCH BEFORE HE / . WAVES. .. HEINTENTEP | 15 pesiener To [ MY FIRST CONTACT WITH THE
COULD HEAL AND RECAIN /M INTeRFERE WITH PYNASTY, AGENT PORTON!
HIS STRENGTH HERE! :

THEP gnggg’s AND I SEE OUR

FRIENDPS HAVE MAPE A
FEW IMPROVEMENTS
USING AMARAN
TECHNOILOGY!

IT’S...1T'S JUST LIKE
WITH THE PATRIARCH THAT TIME, JAN AND SOMEHOW,
IN THAT WEAKENP STATE, ROL ASKED STRYYP STRYYP’S KRYN
THEY SHOULP BE ABLE TO-- ANP ME TO BABYSIT HEIRLOOMS couLp
THEIR CHILPREN, TELL ANYTHING
Wxg;["é 17_'24'1‘5 MAPE WITH AMARAN

e Te ooy WHAT
. 70 PO/,
H%%e%zg?/ BIOTECH AND .

BATTLETECH
TURNEP ON
EVeRYBOPY!

HOW THE
S HECK PIP THAT
4 HAPPENZ

N

WHAT IF...

WHAT IF THE
OVERRIPE PEVICE
MAPDE IT POSSIBLE
FOR THE PYNASTY
PATRIARCH TO PO

THAT T00...72

...WHAT IF THE OVERR/IPE
SIGNAL TUNEP IN

EVERYONE’S “RAPIOS”Z2




THIS IS ALL
MY FAULT!

I BrRIPGEDP
THE GAP FOR
THE PYNASTY/

[ ANY AMARAN THAT'S

MIXED THEIR TECH
WITH MY TECH IS
VULNERABLE TO
THE PATRIARCH!

ANYWAY...
CRESCENS TAUGHT
ME HOW TO PISPEL

THAT LAST IMAGE WAS F

A SHOT OF THE PATRIARCH THOSE, BUT I'LL

CASTING A PLANETARY SIEGE Neep A Week.
GLYPH, YOU 6UYS.

I'M HEAPING BACK TO
MY LAB, AGENT PORTON.

MAYBE IF I COME UP
WITH A WAY TO CANCEL MY
TECHNOLOGY’S INTEGRATION
WITH JAN AND ROL ANP THEIR
NEIGHBORS, I CAN BREAK
THE PYNASTY’S CONTROL
OVER THEM.

THE PYNASTY
OF STARS ONCE
ANP FOR ALL!

MEANWHILE, ANY LIVING
BEING STEPPING IN THAT

FORTRESS IS GOING TO
WINP UP “RUINED”.

I 6AVE HIM
THE KEY'S
T0 THE

LOCNAR!

PRAMATIC NERP
REFERENCE, AGENT
PORTON.

THEN WE’LL HAVE TO
CONTINUE OUR FORENSIC
INVESTIGATION FROM HERE?Z
AT THE FOOT OF THE
MOUNTAINZ

I'Ve 60T
TO SET THIS
RIGHT.
IT’S TIME TO
START PHASE
TWO OF THIS
QUEST.

IT’S TIME TO
SAVE JAN
ANP ROL...

TO BE CONCLUPEP...
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