


WHY HAVE
YOU BROUEHT

fl UsTOTHIS
MORASS?

Y "‘ WHY HAVE WE
M SAILED INTO THIS
SEA OF VEAP




FOR MY OWN PART,
THERE HAS NEVER
BEEN A WHISPER
FROM YOUR THOUEHTS
I COULY NOT UNPER-
STANY WITH A CLARITY
EVEN BEYONP YOURS,
THE MIND WHICH
CONCEIVED IT.

-_;"J'

ESPECIALLY BECAUSE
PSI-KOBOLP THOUEHTS
ARE AMOST ALWAVS

BASED ONMATEKIAL

MPLICATION
STATEMENTS...

“THIS. EQUALS. THAT.*
“NOT THIS. OR. THAT. *

YOU HAVE TAKEN
US FROM THE CONFINES
OF THE WAKING WORLD...

" BUTI CANNOT
SEE WHERE THIS
PATH IS LEADING.

BUT LATELY, YOUR
THOUEHTS HAVE BEEN
MUTEP.

ANP THE COURSE
YOUR MINP HAS SET FOR
ME 1S UNFATHOMABLE!

-..TO WHERE [TS FABRIC
BLENDS WITH THE
BORPERS OF
PREAMS.

I UsSEMY
MANA, MY MAGICAL
ENEREY, TO SWIM
2\, TO WHERE YOUR
WILL EVIPES ME.

< T CANNOT SEE
WHERE THE
THREAP ENPS/




YOUR FEARS. &
INCLUPE. -

OUR FATE.  NpERSTOOP.

YOUR POUBTS.
INCLUPE.
MY JUPGMENT?Z

YOUR PREROGATIVE.
EQUALS.
TRAIN APPOINT
NEW PsI-KoBOLP
QUEEN.

ol 4
NO, I HAVE
CONFIPENCE
IN YOU, QUEEN
IBls.

il
§..5 BUT YOUR MIND
HAS BEEN FOCUSED
SOLELY ON REACHING [Nl
THE END OF THAT
MYSTERIOUS
THREAD.

WON‘T YOU OPEN
TO MY HEARING
THE THOUEHTS

THAT LEAP US
TO OUR E0AL?

MY PRIVATE
RECOLLECTIONS.
PERHAPS.
PISTURBING...
ENRAGING TO
You.

HOWEVER.

YOUR CAREFUL
PERUSAL.
EQUALS.
RELUCTANTLY
ALLowePp.

IF..IF
YOUR RAGE.
EQUALS.
KEPT UNPER
CONTROL.

N-NO
MOrREe!

PL-PLEASEZ!

yoU WERE... \
TORTURED!?

¢ NO--

AH, BUT THIS IS
MERELY THE PRICE
FOR FAILURE, O

THERE’'S
QUEEN OF KoBOLPS.

NO sweeT
RELEASE OF
PEATH FOR

You!

YOUR ESSENCE...
YOUR SOUL-...
WAS TORTUREP!!

O
AN OUTRAGES

WHO IS THIS
VILLANZY

ASTRAL PAIN IS
INESCAPABLE.




RAGE.
EQUALS.
YOUR

WEAKNESS.

IT HAS
BROUGHT
Us wWoe.

MORE OFTEN.

THAN IT HAS

BROUGHT Us
weaL.

y-YOU...
YOU ARE
CORRECT.
& IT IS ALL TOO
| EASY FORME
10 &0...
A\ BERSERK.

INPEED, IN SUCH A
STATE, My MA&IC
FLIES FROM My
CONTROL, ANP I
\}) CAN INCAPACITATE

THOSE INTRUPERS
y TRESPASSED INTO
OUR LABYRINTHINE

TERRITORY BACK |




I-IF ONLY...

IFONLY I
COULY CONTROL
MY RAEE...

QUEEN IBIS?

WAS IT THOSE
INTRUPERS?

THEY WERE
EXPLORERS LED BY
A HUMAN NAMED
EIM PIESERS.

PP THEY HARM YOU
AFTER MY OWN MA&IC
RENPVEREY ME

1 SENSELESS?

NO...

NO, THESE
THOUEHTS...
THE THOUGHTS

OF THOSE
INTRUVERS...

N RING CRVSTAL
CLEAR

AND SHE MEANT
NO OFFENSE IN
HER TRESPASS.

THE ENTITY WHO &
HURT yoU was
HER ENEMY...

...A POWERFUL
BEIN&G IN HUMAN

EUISE..KNOWN
AS PREAVWING.

WHILE I WAS
UNCONSCIQUs, HE
USEP YOU ANP YOUR
CHILPREN IN HIS
BATTLE AGAINST
THE EXPLORER,
THEN TORTUREP
YOU /N TURN/

ANP ABOVE ALL,
PVREAPWING
PREVALEZ/

HE CAPTURED
THE ANCIENT
WEAPON HIPZEN
AT THE CORE
OF OUR 0L

BUT INHIS
VICTORY, HE WAS

AWEAPON

OF ONE OF
HIS MANY

, VANQUISHEP




A WEAPON yoU
RECOVERED!

AN ENCHANTED WIRE
THAT SPANS ACROSS
THE PLANES.

I SEE THE
TRUTH OF ITS

-.INTANEIBLE AND
NATURE NOW...

INVISIBLE TO ALL
WHO ARE NOT
AWARE OF ITS

HOWEVER, THERE IS
STILL ONE VETALL
THAT REMAINS A

PUZZLE TO ME.

YU INTEN? TO FOLLOW
THE WIRE BACK TO THE
(  PLANES-STRIZER..
PREAVWING....
_CATCH HIM "i\
UNAWAKE...

AND KEFAY
HIS “KINPNESS*
T0 Us.

AFTER MY
RAGE-INPUCED,
SELF-INFLICTEP
CONCUSSIONS,
IT USUALLY TAKES

QUITE A WHILE FOR
ME TO RECOVER/

¢

OUR FATE.
EQuALEeP.
SEALED...
UNTIL. PISCOVERIES OF
UNEXPECTEP NEW TREASURES.
PISCOVERY. CONTINUALLY.
ENCOUNTEREP ALONG
OUR JOURNEY’S

TREASURE
OF MANA.
SUPPENLY.
FOUNP NeArR
Your PYING
Bopy.

MYSTERIOUS.
BUT.
we were
PESPERATE.

TO THIS MYSTERIOUS
BOON’S POTENCY.

SLIPPINEG FROM
PLANE TO PLANE
1S EXHAUSTING...
EVEN FOR ONE
SUCH AS ME...
BORN IN THE
TRAVERSE!

,g AND VET, I NOW

FEEL STRONEGER

THAN I HAVE EVER——
WAIT...

AND YET I AWAKE
THIS THIE 10 FIND
MY BODY FULLY

HEALEZY  HOW P17 YOU

RESTORE My

STRENETH...

ANC THEN
SME?

CAREFULLY
EXAMINED.
ANP.
| THOROUGHLY

WE USEP FOUNP
TREASURES OF
MANA TO HEAL
YOUR WOUNPS.
AND.
RESTORE YOUR
CONSCIOUSNESS.

FOUNT OF
y117%

PIRECTLY
IN QUR PATH!



SUPPOSE THIS
ENEREY IS...1S

. ATRAPOF
} SOME SORT?

PREAPWING’S
SCENT.
POES NOT eQUAL.
THIS MANA’S.
OR.
PREVIOUS
MANA’S
SCENT.

PREVIOUS
COUNT.
eaquAaLs.
ELEVEN.

\e SO.THIS IS
NUMBER TWELVE?!

ISEE.  THE FIRST OR SECOND...
OR FIFTH MIGHT HAVE BEEN
TRAPPED...BUT NOT
THE TWELFTH.

THEN PERHAPS THIS
TREASURE WAS LEFT
UNINTENTIONALLY?

-..PERHAPS SOMEONE
HAS LEARNEP OF OUR
VENPETTA, ANP IT IS
IN THEIR INTEREST
TO IWVEST IN oUR
STRENEGTH.

NS
IN EITHER INSTANCE...
I SHALL ACCEPT THIS
ENEREY...

 _AS [T BRINGS
< CLOSER TO THE

£ JAWS OF My

WRATH THE NECK
OF OUR HATEP
ENEMY!




“DREAPWINE...
I SHALL NOT
KEEP YU
WAITNE?*

" U-JUST
SPARE MY

d SHIPS, A-AND |

W-we CONQUER THE

S
WY L0ULD work.., - GALAXY AS ONE...

7 UNSTOPPABLE
TOGETHER! A

SPARE MY
FLEET! 4




oz
ALAS, I CANNOT
GRANT YOUR
LAST REQUEST,
0’ APMIRAL.

...THE UNIVERSE
IS A PANGEROUS
WILPERNESS, FILLED
WITH HAZARDS...
SUCH AS THIS
YANNIHILUS?!

GIGLIATHON. \ .J 1 Q“", g
COME FORTH. -

A MURPEROUS
PIT OF TIME-
SPACE CHAOS!

AN UNCHARTEP
PONP OF QUICKSANP
IN HYPERSPACE!

SUCH A PLACE
HAS CLAIMED STAR-
FARING SHIPS ANP
INTERPIMENSIONAL
PLANES-CcRAWLERS

SINCE THE FIRST

YeArs OF THIS

UNIVERSE.

CAPTURING IN ITS RENPING
TORRENT LOST SCOUT SHIPS,
SLINKING SPY-CRAFT OR
RAGTAG FUGITIVE FLEETS
FLEEING THE OPPRESSIVE
NAVIES OF LIVING
MACHINES...

..LIKE YOURS,
APMIRAL AMAPA!

ONLY SMALL,
ENIGMATIC
ISLANPS, SUCH
AS THE ONE
WE NOW SHARE,
CAN PROVIPE

SANCTUARY!

THOUGH
ACTUALLY
NAVIGATING
TO SUCH A

PERCH IS
NO MEAN

CLAIM THE
FUEL OF THIS
PYING FLEET
FOR YOUR
IWN.




A-- A ROBOT!Z!

GIGLIATHON...

AN ANCIENT
‘supPer”
RrROBOT...

My “rIpe.”

AND PARKING HIM
HERE WAS NO MeAN
FEAT EITHER, LET
MEe TELL You!

IT TOOK auITe
A BIT OF...LUCK...
FINPING THE EYE
OF THIS STORM
ANP ALITTLE
CHAOS STONE
FOR IT TO
PERCH ON!

BUT NOW,
GIGLIATHON
CAN WRING THE
REMAINING ENERGY
FROM ANY POOMEP

STARSHIPS THAT FALL

INTO THIS HYPER-
SPACE PIT.

A FEW MORE
VICTIMS SUCH
AS YOUR PITIFUL
LITTLE VAGRANT
FLEET, ANP IT
SHOULP BE AT
MAXIMUM

25'_*-, W-WHAT KIND WHAT PO YoU 3

OF MONSTER \ WANT FROM
ARE YOUIZ! 4 ‘

WHY pIP YOU
JUST STEAL
MY WALLET!Z!




MY LAST VICTIMS
WERE A PAIR OF
WERE-RAT THIEVES
WHO STUMBLEP INTO
MY SECRET LAIR'S
TREASURY!

ALTHOUGH...

..IT NOoW
SEEMS THAT
‘WerRE-RAT

MY ABILITIES
ARE AUGMENTEDP

PERFECTLY...

BY THE BEINGS
I pPIGEST WITH

ASPELL

...REASONABLE....

...EXPLANATION
FOR THAT.

\

CALLED
CEUSION”!
WITH IT,

I AccerPT
ANY POSITIVE
ATTRIBUTES
MY ALREAPY
IMPRESSIVE
BUILD LACKS.

INPEED, “FUSION”

HAS ELEVATEDP ME
FAR ABOVE MY
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
S A MERE IRON

A
PRAGON...
...TO CONTENPER
FOR CONTROL OF
THIS REALITY!

BOTH POSSESSEDP AN
EXTRAORPINARILY POTENT
POSITIVE PROBABILITY
INFLUENCE...

..CAME WITH A
SIDE ORDER OF
KLEPTOMANIA”.

CATCHING THAT
MEAL TOOK sOME WORK,
BUT IT WAS WELL WORTH

THE TROUBLE.

w L U c KII
COMES IN
HANDY!



P TH-THAT'S WHY! (7
THAT'S WHY YOU -
PULLED ME OUT HM?
OF MY FLAGSHIP!
YOU INTENP TO
HARDLY!
I'M sAVING
YOU FOR MY
HYBRID FORM.

KILL Me WITH
> e

“FUSION”!

OH, ANP YOU'LL
HAVE TO ENPURE
FOR A BIT, I'M

AFRAID.

I'VE GROWN QUITE )

FOND OF YOUR S
RACE’S SLOW-

ROASTEP TASTE!

no!! 5
No! PLedsell! |

Y —

SSIEHHHE B

WHAT
7. 18 ITNOwW, |
\ cotHwraINZ )

Because
I SIMPLY LOVE
&oo0pP LOBSTER
THERMIPOR!

/=

= WA |\ ) A \
: EVEN A PEM/- \
PRAGON MUST
EAT, AFTER )
ALL.
=

LORP PREAPWING...
SHE’S ABOUT TO
MAKE HER NEXT

MoOVE.




TO MY LAIR!

A WORTHY
INTERRUPTION,
SERVANT.

YOU HAve
PONE WELL TO
BRING THIS
EVENT TO MY
ATTENTION!

...8CAVENGING FUEL
FOR MY WAR MACHINE
ANP LOBSTER PECORINO
FRITTATAS TAKE A
BACK SEAT TO
"THE eAME!”

OH, HOW ILL-
MANNERED
OF ME.

GOTHWRAINZ
THIS IS MY NOON
LUNCHEON.

GIGLIATHON!
TAKE Us BACK

— {
; /
e |

Nt

&

4
v
\ ‘ >

APMIRAL
AMAPAZ
THIS IS MY
TORTUREP
sLAVE.

Now,
GOTHWRAIN.

PREPARE
A VISION
PORTAL ANP
Focus IT
ON MY
APVERSARY!




OH, T THINK
YOU'LL FIND THIS
INTERESTING,
ADMIRAL.

I MEeNTIONEP BEFORE
HOW I AM IN CONTEST
FOR CONTROL OVER
TIME AND SPACE?

WELL, THIS IS
MY HALF OF THE
GAME BOARP!

4 HuMBLE T

pevice cAaLLeEP

NegaTve |
INFINITY?

PART OF A MACHINE
THAT EPITS REALITY...
THE INFINITY
ENGINE!

THROUGH THIS
VIEWING PORTAL IS
THE BEING WHO
BULLIEP ME

INTO HELPING HER SHE KeepPs THe
CONSTRUCT OTHER HALF OF THE
THIS PeVIcCE. "WISHING ENGINE”...

POSITIVE INFINITY!

CONTROL OF THE
THE ENGINE SWITCHES
BETWEEN POSITIVE ANP

NEGATIVE INFINITY.

THE ANCIENT ONE
INTENPS TO USE THE
INFINITY ENGINE TO
SAVE REALITY FROM
IMPENPING
PooM.

I INTENP TO SEIZE
CONTROL OF ALL THAT
EXISTS AND EXACT MY

REVENGE ON HER
AFTER SHE’S sAVEP

THE cosm!

AFTER SHE
MAKES HER
“WisH”, T CAN
MAKE MINE! WE COULP BOTH
PLAY WITH THE
RULES OF REALITY
AS THOUGH THE
UNIVERSE WERE
OUR cOsMIC
CHESS BOARP/!

BUT SHE HAS

S, YET 70 MAKE HER

FIRST MoVE!




E%PICAN ZEE ' HMHM! ‘
RYTHING ON .
HER BOARD! THE ANCIENT

ONE IS SHAPING
SHE’S i { A UTILITARIAN
pecivep \ PHANTOM OF AN

ON HER / 1 ALTERNATE

e REALITY!
NOT Now,
\ AND THUS
EOTHWRAIN! &M | pcocrBooY's

I-_q POOMEP TIME-
LINE IS TO
T BE FORGED!

THE FOOL 18 STILL
FOCUSEP ON ALIGNING
INSIGNIFICANT EVENTS

ACAINST THE COMING
CATASTROPHE/!

BUT ONCE THE ANCIENT
ONE ENTERS THIS MOVE,
SHE’LL BE COMPLETELY
VULNERABLE TO
MY WISH!

INPEED, MY
ADVERSARY IS LEAVING
NOTHING FOR PEFENSE!
wipe opPeN!/!




PsI-KoBOLP
ASSASSING!Z! /4

| THE Psi-snaiL [l
\ ForTRESS!Z! Ul

HOW Plp

(T 6T 0
XANApU!I2! |

W THE AMBUSH HAS
FAILED, HIGHNESS.
HE MOVED AT
THE VERY LAST
MOMENT/
1




YoU seg, I'M
IN THE MIPDLE
OF SOMETHING
IMPORTANT
TOPAY!

I rReEMEMBER
You!

THE POOR
LITTLE KOBOLP
PRINCESS!

I'LL HAVE TO
PEPUCE How You
FOUNP MY VEILEP

REALM WHEN I
CONPUCT YOUR
Autopsy!

A SSS NS See

TWO OF MY
ILP INVENTIONS!

FROM THE PAYS WHEN
I REIGNEP AS THE
GREATEST ENCHANTMENT-
CRAFTER ON EARTH!

NO TIMe
FOR TORTURING
THAT INFORMATION
auT OF You!

FAREWELL,

M PRING—-

HEH...
WELL, LOOK
AT THAT!

THAT PSI-KOBOLP
QUEEN’S SEALEP OFF
YOUR MAGIC WITH A BIT
OF BREAK VENOM...

BREAK VENOM
FROM AN

ENCHANTEP
wire!

CHECK AROUNP
YOUR THROAT, MY

WITH THAT ON,
YOU CAN’T Use
MAEIC TO TALK
TO GIGLIATION,
SUMMONER, OR
ANY OF YOUR
WAR sLAVES!

THAT WIrRE
SEALS YOU IN YOUR
CURRENT SHAPE
AS WELL!

ANP YOU CAN’T
REMOVE IT UNTIL
IT BURNS OUT OR
UNTIL YOU sEelZe
BOTH ENPS/

HEH...LOOKS
LIKE THAT QUEEN’S
&0T YOUR NUMBER

FOR A WHILE!



=/ I BOUND YOUR
Bl sPIRIT TO XANADU
WITH THOSE
CHAINS!!!

YOU S$HOULP
HAVE FELT THEIR
ARRNAL!

WHY PIPN'T
Y 0(2 WARN ME

F THIS
INTRUSION/Z!

I WAS TOLD,
‘WaT Now/,
COTHWRAIN!"
WHEN T
TRIED.

TH-THEN
PON’T JUST
STAND THERE!
GET RIP OF
THIS wirRel!!

NHF...RIGHT

AWAY, LORPD.
BE RIGHT
WITH YOU...
NFF!

LOOK AT THAT
COORPINATION!

THEY ALL FIGHT
AS ONEe!!!

I THINK YOU
MIGHT HAVE TAUGHT
THOSE KOBOLPS A
LITTLE TOO WELL,
FLUNKY.




\ TH-THAT VOICE!

IT..IT

can'T Bell! |8

LORP PREAPWING,
THE ANCIENT ONE
HAS RECENTLY

COMFPLETEP

1w 4
HER "MOVE". 4% r11e INEINITY

ENGINE 1S5 NOW
CONTROLLEP BY
THIS SIPE oF
"THE BOARP”.




HIS GUARD HAS - 5
PROPPED!

QuickLY!!
BEFORE THE WIRE’S
~ MAEIC BURNS
s AWAY!!!

PREAPWING HAS FOUND
A WAY TO INFLUENCE
THE LIKELIHOOP OF HIS
SURVIVAL IN ANY LIFE-
THREATENING
SITUATION/!

BUT HE’S PEPICATEDP

HIS EVASION.
EQuALs.

\ IMPOsSsIBLY

UNCANNY! /

OUR WARRIOR’S
KILLING BLOWS.
CONTINUALLY.
PENIEP!

HE’S TOO...

Lueky!

You see,
THE CURE
EXORCIZES
HIS LUCK

AS WELL!

ANP THOSE ARE
THE CONPITIONS
THAT PREVAIL,
I’'M AFRAID.

YOU WON’T
Be ABLE TO
KILL HIM.

ANP WHEN THAT
WIRE BURNS OUT,
HE'LL HAVE ALL
IF You.

MUCH OF HIS ESSENCE
TO RAISING HIS LUCK’S

POTENCY WITHOUT FULL
KNOWLEPGE OF THE...

HOWEVER...

"CONSEQUENCES”!

f "CONSEQUENCES”
HE'LL HAVE TO...
LIVE WITH.

HER SCENT...
EQUALS...
FAMILIAR...




...YOU couLp use
ALL OF THE ENERGY
YOUR PARTNER
COLLECTED...
PsSI-SNAIL

.. TO PLANAR JUMPS
MAKE OFF WITH ARE NIGH-
PREAPWING’S UNTRACEABLE!

“eipe”!

- ’.:-r\

22y

e

BY THE TIMEe

PREAPWING
FINDS IT, YOU
AND YOUR PARTNER
WILL HAVE LONG
SINCE PICKED THE |
LOCK AND PRAINEP [
IT OF eENeRGY!

R

IF YOU WANTEDP
TO REALLY MAKE IT
HURT, I CAN’T THINK

OF A BETTER WAY
FOR YOU THAN
THIS!




APMIRAL. I APOLOGIZE
FOR THE BEHAVIOR
OF MY UNPERLING.

I KNeW He was
PISTRACTEP BY
SOMETHING WHILE
I WAS COAXING THE I PIPN'T KNOW HE
PSI-KOBOLP QUeEeEN WAS TERRORIZING
TO THIS AREA. YOU IN THE MIPDLE OF
YOUR PISASTER.

THE FEW SHIPS ABLE TO
NAVIGATE THROUGH THE
ANNIHILUS HAVE FINISHEDP
RESCUING ESCAPE POPS.

IF YOU WANT TO
CALL THEM FOR A
TRANSPORTER BEAM
FIX ANP PICK-UP, YOU
CAN USE ONE OF
MY OLP OMNI-
PAGERS.

PLEASE TAKE CARE
THE NEXT TIME YOU
DECIPE TO MAKE A
HASTY SINGULARITY
ANT/-PULSE HYPER-
SPACE JUMP.

TH-~THANK
You...

SEE THATZ

EVERY TIME YOU F#%K
WITH SOMEBOPY...

...I'M GOING TO USE
IT AGAINST YOU.




YOU LOSE,
DREADWING.

NOW GET YOUR @44
BACK TO WORK ON
NECATIVE INFINITY!

AT LEAST...

...IT CAN'T
GET ANY

W--
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