


THE SHUN
MARTIAL ARTS
PROVING
GROUNPS. NESTLEP IN
A secLUpPEP
VALLEY AT THE
ENP OF A MYSTIC
MOUNTAIN
PASS...

HOSTEP BY THE
PHANTOM INSTRUCTOR
OF THE GROUNPS’

SPIRITUAL TRIALS...

MAKER, GIVE US
STRENGTH...

PON’T YOU
PARE screw
THIS UP WITH

IMPATIENCE!

ANNNND BACK ON MY TIMING PON'T SPILL THE
QUICKLY ENOUGH TO INTERCEPT STEEPEP-TO-THE-

AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE VERY-BRIM TEA...

TRAPITIONAL SUGAR
BOWL PASS!
AND SLIGHT
BOW...ANNNND
PAUSE...

ANDP
THERE IT

THE ENP-GAME PLAY.
18!

.60 FOR THE
SKIP THE CRUMPETS...

GUICK Clid FOI?
THE FINI--

...ANP ATTENPEP BY
THIS GENERATION'S
TEACHER ANP MASTER
OF THE SHUN
MARTIAL ARTS.

WHO AWAIT THEIR
FIRST MONTH’S
EVALUATION
REPORTS...

...ALL WHILE REMAINING
ABSOLUTELY MOTIONLESS
FOR FEAR OF ACCIPENTALLY

INTERRUPTING THE TEA
CEREMONY WHICH MUST
THEN BEGIN ANEW.

MY REAR’S
NO BETTER
oFF!

: ...BUT HE'S PRETTY
”‘;53%352 NTW acevanter with THe
“LANGUAGE” OF HIS

TEACHER'S GLARES!

POo. NOT. SPILL.

AND saMmpLe
AROMA...ANP
PAUSE ANNNNP...
APPRECIATE

COLOR...

THE SUITE JULIA
ANP HER HUSBANP,
THEOPORE...

..WERE
STAYING IN...



W AT
s/"

\

IT'S8 ALL
RIGHT!

HEOPO?E.’.’! 7/ ouLiar V£

s ¢ LOTS OF
THE EXPLOSION / SMOKE!

WAS FROM A
MIsUsep

\ EVEN MORE
TRANSPORT NOISE.

7 BUT I’LL HAvVE
TO MAKE EMERGENCY
RESCUE PREPARATIONS
FOR A FATALLY
PEPLETEP AURA-
sHeLL!

OUR NEW GUEST
JUST TELEPORTEP )
HERE WITH A PATIENT
IN CRITICAL
CONPITION!

WHAT PO
YOU MeaN
“NO serRIOUS
HARM PONE!Z!”

/" My TEA ceremMONY... S = @RECATIA

<MY SIX-HOUR-LONE 77 A = Proe .
TEA CEREMONY.... - = 7/ - - TULL ATTEND
: 7 ‘ A YoU Neep
AFTER THE
RESCUE!




SIX-HOUR-
SOrRE HEINIE
CAN PULL
ONE’S ABILITY

TO HEAR A
spPouse!

ANP NOT A
MOMENT TOO
SOON!

AN AURA IS
THE SOUL’S
auTer SKIN...

SPELLS SHE HAPN'T
CAST IN HUNPREPS
OF YEARS...

...JUST TO

'LL EXPLAIN Y
EVERYTHING
T'VE FINISHED
PREPARING THE
AURIC TRANSFUSION

--AFTER THE
ENCHANTMENT, PR.

ReSCUE! YES!
PIGGERS.

YOou--You pPa
YOUR HEALING
FIRST!

GRANPMOTHER BURNEP
...AND MUCH OUT HUGE PATCHES OF IT
OF HERS IS TO FUEL A FEW POWERFUL
sHreppep!

CONSERVING YOUR
ENEREY BY USING THE
TELEPORT CHARGE IN THAT
SHAMAN’S STAFF WAS AN
EXCELLENT MOVE,

MERIGOLP.
COMBINEP, WE

SHOULP HAvE
JUST ENO--

w-waTt!



ey /40
V vewi SHFFE & noTr--suFeu

D-DON'T wasTe | WHILE ‘NoLL
ANY ENERGY f)\ NEEPS You!

ON ME!

Now,
MERIGOLD!
BEGIN THE
B\ TRANSFUS/ION!

SAVE YOUR

SISTER,
MERIEGOLP!

&'NoLeA?

I HAP NO ONE
ELSE TO TURN
TO FOR H-HELP.

FRIENDPS FOR,
MERIGOLP?Z




I1...PERHAPS
/|
UHNNNH... £ e JUSTa

V REST ON THE
FLOOR FOR--
FOR A LITTLE
BIT.

How
LONG HAvE
YOU KNOWN

2
MERIGOLD? HOW LONG

HAVE YOU KNOWN
THE S/STER OF
MY PEAPLIEST

ENEMYZ

JULIA, EVEN
IF MERIGOLDP
ANP I HAP NOT
SERVED AS

MAGE COoUNCIL |

APPRENTICES
TWENTY YEARS

I--

I WAS HOPING
YOU WOULPN’T
FEEL THAT
WAY, JULIA...

I KNEW THE ONLY
TRANSFUS/ION SPeELL-
CRAFT CAPABLE OF
SAVING GRANP...

...wouLp
PEPLETE BOTH
THEOPORE A-ANP
MYSELF...

THESE SEATS ARE
CLOSE ENOUGH...

...EVEN IF We HADP
NOT REMAINEDP
FRIENDS EvER

SINCE...

...EVEN IF
I HAP KNOWN
OF HER SISTER ALL
ALONG INSTEAD OF
PISCOVERING IT
JUST Now...

...I wouLp
NOT HAVE HESITATEP

IN GIVING THIS AIP!

AND
BESIPES...
KNOWING
MERIGOLP’S
PENCHANT FOR
BALANCE...

...THIS FRIENPSHIP
WITH THE HUSBANP
OF HER “PEAPLIEST
ENEMYZ WOULP BE
A SURPRISE TO
GNILGA As
weLL.

You’re
RIGHT.

IT'S JUST...

THERE IS
ALOT OF
BAp BLOopP
BETWEEN
&'NoLeA
AND ME...

ANP BROKEN

...80 WHILE T cAME

TO ASK FOR HIS
HELP...

I-1...ALS0
CAME TO BES
FOR Yours/




W-WAIT JUST A
MOMENT HERE...

NFF...L-LAPY JULIA
BRIGANP PIGGERS...
PLEASE...

I-T WILL TELL
YOU ALL THAT I
KNOW, MY
LADY...

2SPUTTERS

I-IT ‘s MY SISTER...

E&'NOLeA WILL PIE
WITHOUT YOUR
HELP, MY LADY...

1 sA/P, “WAIT
A MOMENT!H!”

...BECINNING ONE HUNPREP
YEARS AGO WITH THE FALL
OF PWEOMER SPIRE,

THE FORMER HOME
OF MY PEQOPLE.

SINCE THAT
MOMENT, BLOOP
ANP REVENGE HAVE
HAMMERED INCESSANT
ECHOES WITHIN MY
SISTER’S HAUNTEP
THOUGHTS...

I HAvE TRIEP TIME
ANP AGAIN TO HEAL MY
SISTER'S SCARREP
souL...

... WITH S8OOTHING
WORPS ANP SUBTLE
maG/c.

D As YOUNéE
CHILDREN...

...AND HER STANPING EYE
HAS NEVER STRAYED
FROM THE PREAM OF

PWEOMER SPIRE’S
RECLAMATION.

WHAT IS
GOING ON
Herez!

TELL ME
WHAT HAS
HAPPENEP!

..&'NOLGA AND I FLEP

THE CARNAGE THAT

CLAIMED THE LIVES OF
OUR BIRTH CLAN.

...BUT EARLIER THIS
MORNING, I USEP MY
HEALER'S SPELLCRAFT
T-TO LEAP MY SISTER
TO THE HIPPEN LORP
OF PWEOMER SPIRE...
T0 THE SHAPE
REAPER NAMEP
SERPENTUS...

we WENT TO
TAKE HISs
LIFE!




A\ “BEAPING” IS AN
R Y ANCIENT, ABANPONEP,
ARE YOU

ANPD REVILEP TECHNIQUE
OF AURA MAEIC,

» CERTAINZ
MERIGOLD. =
A REAPER? THEO,
1 WHAT IS
\ MERIGOLDP

THE LORP OF
PWEOMER SPIRE
18 REGENT
BeLARIUS!

WHO IS

SERPENTUS? ONE THAT FOCUSES

ON STEALING ENERGY
FROM THE LIVING AURAS OF

ANP WHAT IS THOSE AROUNP Y OU...

A “SHAPE
reAPER”?

JULIA.
TALKING
ABOUT?Z
...INSTEAD OF
STRENGTHENING ONE’S
OWN AURA AND USING
THE POWER FOUND WITHIN
ONE’S SELF AS A PROPER
AURA MAGE.

...A REAPER
PAYS FOR HIS
SPELLS BY CHARGING

I BELIEVE MY OLP
TEACHER, GNIESS, BEST

SUMMARIZEP THE POTENTIAL MASTER

FOR ABUSE IN SUCH
AN ABILITY WHEN
HE sAID...

WH-WHAT MAKES THINGS
WORSE, THEOPORE, IS THAT
SUCH PAMAGE CAN NEVER

BE FULLY HEALED.

MORE GRAVE THAN
ANY PLAGUE OR CANCER...
THIS--SICKNESS HAS
FESTEREP WITHIN
PWEOMER SPIRE...

...FOR ONE
Years! Ji

"AN AURA MAGE
PAYS FOR SPELLS
OUT OF HIS OWN
PERSONAL ‘BANK
ACCOUNT"...

IMAGINE
HOW THeY Ve

wAsTEP

AwAy...

...IMAGINE HOW
THEY'VE SUFF--

EVERY 'CREPIT
CARP’ IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOP

WITHOUT
PERMISSION!”

TO THE ORKRIST
FOR REVENEE... |
pIp YOUZ

ENIESS’ “CREPIT
CARDP” ANALOGY
REFERREP TO THE
SUM OF ETHEREAL
PAMAGE A REAPER’S
VICTIM IS NEVER
PREPAREPD TO
121 ¢4

You rAlpeP
THE VERY TRIBE
WHO KILLEP
Your FAMILY ...

...IN ORPER
T0 sAVE
THEM!Z!




{ Imm
L\ sHAMED.
...T WAS RACKING 4

MY BRAIN FOR SOME &
THEO...
X AUSE NaTTO RISK EVERYTHING

TO HELP A--A... YOU HAvE
HELP YOU...OR
BLOOD ENEMY... IMPECCABLE

YOUR SISTER... IN PESPERATE TASTE IN
FRIENDS.

...JUST BECAUSE

OF A FEW TRAPEP

BLOWS AND
BRUISES.

THEY'RE HEAPING
FOR THE MOON-GATE
AT THE FOOT OF
THE MOUNTAIN!

I FORGOT
THOSE EARS HAVE
HEARP THE NAME OF
SERPENTUS BEFORE...

M AN OrRKRIST
"\ BATTLE CRY.

...BACK WHEN HE WAS
A FRIGHTENED LITTLE
BOY WATCHING HIs
ViLLAGE BURN!

' TEACHER!!!
IT’S LUAN!!!

/' THEY'VE LEFT
THE PROVING
EROUNPS!

I FORGOT ABOUT
GAR’S WERE-JAGUAR
HEARING!




I-I BESEECHEDP
THEM BOTH TO
HOLD FAST.
THAT YOU

MAY CONSIPER
Us CAPABLE
ASS/STANTS
SHOULP YOU
CHOOsE TO RESCUE
&'NOLEGA AND FACE
THE ORKRIST

ANP YoU
WERE RIGHT.

COME,
CARLA...
WE'LL CATCH
uP T0 cAR
ANP LUAN
BEFORE THEY

GET THEM-
SELVES
KiLLep!

...I WAS ABOUT
TO WARN YOU,
JULIA.

FOR I CAN s8AY, WITH
ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY,
THAT YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE
TO PEFEAT SERPENTUS
SHOULP YOU CHOOSE
7O PO BATTLE/!

I'M sAYING
A REAPER
MUST BE

150LATEDP
FROM HIs

HOST
VICTIMS.

&0 ONLY TO
RESCUE G/NOLCA
AND ANY OTHER
CAPTIVES OF

SERPENTUS...

...THEN E5CAPE

WITH Your
LIVES!

WE’LL HAVE TO FIND
ANOTHER PAY TO
“CURE” THE ORKRIST
LIVING IN PWEOMER
spPIre!

2TSKE WHY ON

JADE ARE ALL OF
MY STUPENTS S0

HEAPSTRONGZ?

80...YOU'RE
SAYING THE ARMS
MASTER OF THIS
REALM IS NO
MATCH FOR A
‘reAPER” 7

SEPARATEDP BY
A “PIMENSION POOR”,
WHICH I COULP CAST...
OR VIA A “PLANAR
CORRIPOR” THROUGH
WHICH MERIGOLP CAN
PERMIT ACCESS.

OTHERWISE, EACH
MORTAL BLOW YOU
LAND WILL BE FELT
BY EVERY SOLPIER,
MOTHER OR CHILP
SERPENTUS NOW
PRAWS ETHER
FROM.

PWEOMER
SPIRE IS HIS
HOSTAGE!




CARLA, LET'S

COLLECT OUR S ———
EQUIPMENT
AND BE O HAVE PROBABLY
2 WAV TRAVELLED THROUGH
- THE MOON GATE

BY Now!

-~WAIT,

MRS. DIGGERS...

PLEASE, J-JUST
A MOMENT!

I ASK THAT YOU
PO NOT FIGHT WITH
SERPENTUS...

...F-FOR THE
SAKE OF EVERY

IF SERPENTUS ANP

HIS INFLUENCE ARE

AS POWERFUL ANP

AS WIPESPREAD AS
I SUSPECT...

...YOUR BLAPE IN HIS
HEART COULP KILL HALF
OF THE ORKRIST
IN THE sPIrRE!

MERIGOLP. I CAN SEE THAT
You TRULY PO NOT
WANT Me T0 Use
THIS OPTION.

“...I'LL PO EVERYTHING
IN MY POWER TO KeerP

THE GROUNP CLEAN OF
INNOCENT BLOOP.”

7,
SLAA!(;AG:AsNrpAip AN EMERGENCY
WITH YOU. ESCAPE ROUTE?Z

THERE IS
A SOLITARY
TELEPORTATION
SPELL CHARGE
REMAINING
INSIPE.

YOU WILL HAVE
T0 SHATTER THE
STAFF TO USE IT.

UE...THAT IS ONE

wAY 10 UTILIZE THE }

\ CHARGE... .
...BUT THAT IS NOT
WHY I AM GIVING
YOU GRANP’S STAFF.

YOU MAY, HOWEVER,
BE LEFT WITH NO
JITHER CHOICE BUT
70 FIGHT.

$0, A SHATTERING STRIKE
WITH THAT STAFF WILL CAUSE
A “BALEFUL TELEPORT”
STRIPPING AWAY HIS
AURA AND S-SLAYING
HIM INSTANTLY.

THE INSTANTANEQUS INSTEAP OF...
SMITE WOULP ONLY HUNPREPS.
CAUSE THE PEATHS OF--
OF TEN OR TWENTY
APPITIONAL VICTIMS.

I PEEPLY APPRECIATE
YOU GIVING IT TO ME,
REGARPLESS.

ANP S0 T
PROMISE...

PO YOU KNow
HOW TO FOCUS IT
ON THE SPIRE, GAR?




THE MOON y
eate’s openine \ MY SISTERS

BY ITSELF? )
NOI, BUT we SHEILA’S
WON’T HAVE TO COMING WITH
WORRY ABOUT
THAT.

THAT EXPLAINS
BUT HOW PID ...T KEYED MY OLD :
TS AN Enis SHEILA KNOW? EPEE GUARP LINK- WE BOTH WANT
s / CRYSTAL S0 SHE SERPENTUS TO
SHEILA’S IN JADE COULD HEAR. ANSWER FOR
REALM’S NORTHERN WHEN T HEARD D\ A FEW THINGS.
EPGE GUARPD. THAT NAME... ‘ / 7/

'SERPENTUS”...
THEY NEEP MOON
GATES FOR MOVING
FROM PLACE TO
PLACE T0 ReSCUE
CITIZENS!

FOR FATHER'S |
ARM...

FOR MOTHER’S
EYE...

...FOR THE PARENTS
IN OUR VILLAGE WHO
PIPN’T SURVIVE HIS
CRUELTY PURING
THE FIRST OF
THOSE ORKRIST
RAIDPS...



YOU PON’T HAVE
TO COME, LUAN.

THE TRUTH IS...
SHEILA ANP T ARE
&OING TO HAVE TO

BREAK A Few

Laws...

...TO SEE THIS
JUSTICE PONE.

WE CAN’T
ARREST
SERPENTUS.

HE’S eVEN MORE \
PANGEROUS TO
THE REALM
IMPRISONEP.

SOME OF THE MAGE

COUNCIL ANP A FEW
LAW WARPENS WOULP
BE TEMPTEDP BEYONP
REASONING FOR THE
OPPORTUNITY TO STUPY

A “LOST ART” LIKE
“REAPING”.

“"UNLAWFUL INTRUSION”.
“UNWARRANTEDP ASSAULT”.
“PENIAL OF RIGHTS TO

4 auFOE
THE ACcUsEP”... IPENERS.

You Neep
NOT WORRY, |
GARFIELD. [

I STANP
RESOLVEPD.

I STANP
WITH YOU.

BUT WHAT LAWS
PROTECT THIS—-
THIS VILLAINZ

= 4 ‘

PON’T GET

AN eEpGE WHAT pIp
ME WRONG.... GUARP YOU BRING
SUPPLY FOR US,

SATCHEL. Jf SHEILAZ

...THE COUNCIL \ % ‘ ONE OF
18 NOT ' | THROPAN’S NEW
CORRUPT. {/ ‘ INVENTIONS!

BUT SOME OF OUR

STROINGER PILLARS
HAVE A FEW TINY... legégéi;lﬁ% v
CRACKS. ‘ g

ANPD ARE
PRONE T0 cLoupY You’ve BEEN
JUPGMENT UNPER... AWAY FOR TO0
RARE ANP..UNUSUAL... LONG, BIG
CIRCUMSTANCES. BROTHER.



...WE'vVE
“LeveLep urP”
A BIT.

JUST BE SURE

TO STAY CLEAR

OF ANY COLP
IRON...

pIp we
JUST PO
THAT?Z

NOW COMES
OUR FIRST
TRIAL.

IT ISN'T AS
TOUGH AS NORMAL
IRON OR STEEL AND
PROBABLY ISN’T IN
STANPARP GUARP

PPAREL.

BUT COLP IRON
WILL RUIN ANY
MAGICAL EFFECT
THAT EVEN
TOUCHES THE
STUFF!

LIKE “INVISIBILITY”!
(ha)

S0 Be
CAREFUL OR
BE kKAPow/ep!

...8TROLL PAST
THE ENTIRE ORKRIST
BCATE GUARP!?!

THERE...
ONE PWARVEN

WHAT OTHERWISE
AURA FOUNP...

WOULP TAKE MONTHS
OF STEALTH ANP
CAREFUL LISTENING...

&'NOLGA.

FINDING
SERPENTUS IS
NOT AS EASY AS
SIMPLY HEAPING
FOR THE THRONE

ROOM.

THAT’S HIS
PUPPET’S

CAGE.
...CAN BE

CIRCUMVENTEP
WITH A “SIMPLE”
AURA SENSOR.



&'NOLGA
FOUNP
SERPENTUS.

80 IF WE FIND &'NOLGA,
TRACKING POWN SERPENTUS
WILL BE EASIER FROM
THAT LOCATION.

SERPENTUS
1S NO “"HE”...NO
"PERSON”.

BUT A
MONSTER.

QuIckLY NOW...\’

THROUGH THAT
PASSAGE.

j
\

...ANP TO

THE LOWER
CHAMBERS
UNPER--

PRAY, TELL ME
YOUR PLANS FOR
THE ORKRIST
OVERLORP?Z

WHAT WILL
YOU ANP
SHEILA...
po...

...WH-WHEN
YOU FINP
HIM?Z

YOU sLAY
MONSTERS.




HELLOZ

|
v &' 7 7 50 ENDS M
= e Ny
= \‘: . - 3 Az ‘
e
‘ f
M) y

& / WE FIGHT
/ FROM HERE!

{ ..sHARP
‘sKILL!

WATCH YOUR
BACKS!

WATCH YOUR
OPPONE--




s
N
E

THAT VOICE,




THAT--
BASTARP...

I WAsS LOST
FROM MY SCATTEREP
PEOPLE...BUT SAVEP BY
THE KINPNESS OF
THAT ONE.

SHH.

LET HIM
TALK.

THE TROPHY HANGING
IN PWARVEN COLP IRON
TO YOUR LEFT.

A LUcAavar/
OR..."LIZARP.”

SHe
WAsS THe
LAST.

THERE
EXISTNO | ~
ITHERS. J)7

I sUPPOSE SHE
TOOK ME IN TO
SATISFY SOME
PESPERATE

MATERNAL

CRAVING.

BUT WHAT INTERESTEP
ME MOST WAS HER
SPELLCRAFT!

“MOTHER” WAS
A REAPER...

ANP ALSO

THE LAST.

I NEVER HAP
A TUTOR.

ANP THOUGH
2 BORN ANEW
SHE PIEP... WITH MY
BEQUEATHING MOTHER'S
THE SWeeT PARTING
POWER sHe GIFT...

THE TRUE
STRENGTH

OF THIS
CURSEP AND
4 SPELLCRAFT
BLAMEDP FOR . ...I S00N REMAINEP
HER WoES. REACHEP UNTAPPEP.

UNWILLINELY THE LIMIT
BESTOWING OF MY OWN
IT UNTO ME, POTENTIAL
HER “SON”...

THAT I5...
UNTIL A “sEEP”
I PLANTEP BY
ACCIPENT
RETURNEP TO
ME...

...ANP MURPERER.

-INFULL B8
BLIOM! N







()

od

- .

< \:“
I CAN TAKE Y
HIM!

AGAIN... ...BUT HE KNOWS
GAR IS NOT A WHEN HIS SISTER
MIND READER... IS ON THE VERGE

OF CONNIPTION!







(1 ;
| IPSN
| W N
S Y
L %
~ !
y A

AN I COMMEND
YOU ON YOUR
awareness. AN
N s \\

YOU MANAGEP TO
SIMULTANEOUSLY
KEEP TRACK OF
GAR, LUAN AND
SHEILA WITHOUT
ERROR!

I

l!,lﬂ!l,l,lp,wa@;}l;x |

| =

THANKS TO
= You For sHOUTING aNp | WE ALMOsST
S| ZANTING, BY THE WAY. § GOTLOST.



TSK...HOLP STILL

FOR A MOMENT.

No!!! HoLp!

cuT
&'NOLEA’S
BONPS!
PWARVEN COLP
IRON ISN’T MUCH
AGAINST A STEEL
BLAPE...
HOWEVER--

RS
THAT’S
ALL MAslc! RIGHT!!

NOTHING ; \
J/ MY HUSBAND ALL
PE;?}?_NAL/ BUT PECLARED
TO ME THAT I WAS
NO MATCH For
A MAGE LIKE
You.

WHEN MAG/C IS
THE MATTER, HE
ALWAYS--ALWAY'S
THINKS ME SOME
HELPLESS PAMSEL.

INFURIATING!

SORRY, I

HAD sOMe

SEWER IN
THERE.

-

S0 YES,

I SHALL BE
KICKING YOUR
MAGICAL
ARsE!




STRANGE MIX OF RELIEF,

\ v I AM SEIZEDP WITH A

EMBARRASSMENT AND
BEW/ILPERMENT AT
THE SIGHT OF YOU...
OF ALL PEOPLE...
COMING TO MY
awp!

NNF...BUT, SINCE

YOU AsSKEP...

I-I’'M HERE
TO BRING YOU
TO SAFETY!

PLEASE PO NOT
ATTACK ME...OR
MY STUPENTS...
OrR SHEILA
WHEN YOoU
ARE FReep!

|\ YOU FAReZ

I FEAR FOR
MY ALLIES...

I WiLL NOT
LeAVE WITHOUT
THEM!

WE FOUNP f THOUGH INJUREPD,
THEM FIRST! THEY ARE ALL
MOBILE.

CARLA IS LEAPING
THEM OUT THROUGH
THE sewers!

YOU KNOW, OF COURSE,
S0 You’re THAT OPOR WON'T
SAYING YOU WASH ouT=
WEREN'T CLEVER
ENOUGH TO FIND THE

YOU'LL HAVE
?o%eric??ET TO WAIT FOR

THAT SKIN
TO0 PIEZ
...0R THE SPY
TUNNEL...2

...OR THE RAIN You’re

SLUICE? WELCOME,
E&’NOLEA.
IT WAS MY
PLEASURE
YOU JUST TO HELP YOU
SETTLEP FOR IN YOUR
THE SEWER, [ HOUR OF
NeED.




I'LL FIGHT YOU
ON YOUR OWN
LeveL!!!

...You
SHOWOFF.

) MR

ICAN'T
TAKE CREDIT
FOR THIS.

IT’S ACTUALLY A
VARIATION OF MY
GRANPPAUGHTER
TIFANNY’S
"FOUR PILLARS
POOM” TRAP.

BORN FROM
SOME OF THE MOST
INTENSE JENGA®

MATCHES A FAMILY
NIGHT HAS EVER
EXPERIENCED.

PISTURB THE
WRONG ELEMENT...
| THE WRONG

CHAIN OR PILLAR,
OR YOU...THE
“LINCH PIN...”

...AND THE
THOUSANP-TON
CEILING PAYS
YOU A VISIT...LEAVING
EVERYONE OUTS/PE OF
A TWENTY-FOOT RAPIUS
A SPECTACULAR
SHoW.

BASICALLY,
YOU ARe Now A
LOAP-BEARING

VILLAIN.

>




MACIC WON'T GET
YOU OUT OF THAT.

YOU’rRE WRAPPED
IN 2OLP IRON.

YOUR REAPEP
ZOMBIES WON'T
HELP YOU EITHER...
YOU’LL Neep
INTELLIGENT
HELP.

I NeVER KNeW
OF YOUR TASTE
FOR IRONIC
MURPER,
JULIA.

I.APPLAUP
YOUR CONCEIT.

THE WAY OUTZ?
RELEASE YOUR
PEOPLE, BEG
THEIR FORGIVENESS
AND ASK THEM TO
HELP YoU!

I'M SURE THEY WILL
PO 80 IN RETURN FOR
YOUR BEING PLACEP IN
COLP IRON MANACLES
AND A PROMISE TO
RENOUNCE YOUR
POWER.

OH SURELY,
JULIA...
SURELY.

IF He were
SMART, JULIA.

BUT we
BOTH KNow
HE /S NOT.

HELL STRUGCEGLE
IN FUTILITY.

HMMHMHMHM.
HELL STARVE.

HIs PEOPLE WILL
EGROW HUNEGRY AS
WELL, BUT UNLIKE

SERPENTUS, THEIR
HUNGER MIGHT PUSH
THEM OUTSIPE ANP
AWAY FROM HIM.

EITHER
SITUATION...HE’S
LOST HIS NATION...
AND ARMY.

THE SPY TUNNEL
1S POWN THIS
PASSAGE.

NOT “IRONIC
MURPDER”.

Iam
GIVING HIM

A CHOICE.




EPILOGUE ONE: HANZA’S REACTION

YOU MEAN TO TELL ME WE
TROMPEPDP AROUNP, LOST IN AN ORK

SEWER FOR FOUR HOURS...
...FOR NOTHING!Z!

THERE WERE
OTHER PASSAGESZ!Z!

POOR CARLA
FELL INTO A
BOG-WORM _
WELL...
eyesrow \_
peer.

GETTING INSIDE PWEOMER BUT YES.
SPIRE WITH A SMALL GROUP YOU’rRE NOW
WAS NEVER A PROBLEM... STINKY For
THAT SMALL GROUP NOT NO 600P
BEING ERAPICATEP WAS REASON.
THE PROBLEM!

EPILOGUE Z: A GESTURE

«.I’M WILLING TO--
TO LET BYGONES BE
BY&O--

FRIENDSHIPZ WITH YOU/Z/!
DON’T MAKE ME LAUGH.

oo MY ﬂ
MOST WORTHY i\
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