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YOU Are
IN THE ESTATE
OF MY LATE

HUSEAND... 4 ...THE FORMER \

LORP OF

JAPE-REALM’S |}

GREENCAVE.

I OCTOBER 24TH... ,

=

THE EVENING ON T

N

\ff = w'l
7 \ || p—
st

A



J YES, I'M HERE, :

MERIGOLP. ANP YOU’RE

LUCKY TO BE
HeRE, MY
PEAR.

PLANES-
TRAVEL SICKNESS...
CAN LAST FOR OVER

A THOUSANP
rears.

W Anp some...
NEVER
RECOVER.

WHERE’S
&'NOLGAZ

...UP UNTIL JUST
LAST NIGHT, sHe

&'NOLGA SPENT
EACH PAY TENPING
T0 YOUR EMPTY
SHELL.
WAITING FOrR
YOUR SPIRIT TO
FINISH FAPING
IN FROM THE
PLANES.

HARPLY LEFT
YOUR SIPE.

ANP EVERY MORNING,
FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS,
PEAR &’/NOLEA WOULP ASK
ME TO USE MY SHAMAN’S
SIGHT TO CHECK ON
YOUR PROGRESS.

I-IS THAT HOW ¥
LONG IT Took me W/
T0 RECOVER?

You came
BACK TO Us
TWENTY HOURS

WITH YOUR FOUNPATION-
SHAKING, FOUR-YEARS-
dF—PPESEW//Vé—
y /////“ POTION BELCH!




MERIGOLP...

...OH, CHILP.

ONE HUNPREP
YEARS AGO...

...I FOUNP
TWO POOR LITTLE
PWARFLINGS...

...HALF-PROWNEDP
AND SHIVERING UNPER
THE OLP MOUNTAIN
BrRIPGE.

PWARVES ARE I've NEVER FELT
AS HELPLESS TO sAVE

50 RESISTANT
TO MAGIC, A LIFE...AS I PIP WHEN
MERIGOLP... I COULP FEEL YOUR
SISTER’S FRAGILE AURA

FLICKERING LIKE A
...EVEN THE FAPING CANPLE.
HEALING MAGIC
OF ALONELY, OLP
TROLL-SHAMAN’S /

7\‘\}1 ! : anp ve Never, g8
FELT AS BLESSED...
PRAYERS. | J - ! ’ AS I DIP WHEN
- . ‘ Al FINALLY OPENEP
/ UIEN N ~wereves.

LITTLE &'NOLGA




OH, MERIGOLP...

I ..we were
‘ £0 WORRIED....

{ eranND, BE
\ CAREFUL!

YOU FORGET
YOUR OWN
STRENGTH!

BACK FROM
RUNNING OFF
7| witHouT worp
7\ or waRNING!

GNN-*

70 DEATH WITH HER )

OR AT THE
VERY LEAST, LET
MER| BE CRUSHEP

APPETITE SATEP.

ZSIGHE

EVERY TRAPING

POST IN GREENCAVE

HAS PICKED THIS
VERY MOMENT TO
RUN FRESH OUT
OF PWARVEN
ALE.

o

W AN

V{/ = S

N-NOT
5--
T-GHT!

GRANP!!! &g

LEST THESE
GROCERIES
&0 TO WASTE.

AHAH!
HEFRE IS
‘NoLLY!

FIRST MEAL
IN FOUR
Years...

s g

...AND MERI’S
STUCK WITH
"R HUMIE BEER
o\ TOWASH IT

p—-—

EeeHEHEEHEE!
PUNISHMENT
FOR MAKIN’
YOUR OLP
BGRANP
WORRY!

NOW, YOU TWO

Keep THeReE.

T/LL BE RIGHT
BACK/!



./
NOW I REMEMBER
WHY I MOVEP OUT
\ SIXTY YEARS A&O.

BEING THE SIZE OF
TROLL-MOPPETS MEANS
We’LL ALWAY'S Be
URCHINS TO OLP
GRANP’S EYES.

OWN PERIL PRESERVING POTION
ME%, “ ONLY BARELY WORKS
=2\ FOR PWARVES.

MUSCLES AND ‘ '

YOUR PIAPHRAGM
MAY YET SUFFER
FROM MILD--

...WELCOME
BACK.

YOU’RE SUFFERING / BecAUse 7
FROM A STROKE... THAT COULPN'T |/ i EAT YOUR
SOME PALSY OF POSsIBLY HAVE = PORK FARETA

THE FACE/ \ . BEEN A 5M/L , BEFORE I FORCE
‘ ) / IT POWN YOUR
' . ‘ b = GULLET FOR
— ) You!




iz Poer W
ROASTED - —

FARETAS ARE CHeW
MY FAVORITE! ]\ SLOWLY. k

W 1 oon'TNeep
Ml vou cHokine \

..NOTUNTL ¥
‘ I'VE SHOWN

, YOU THIS.
\ ‘

GENERAL’S
CAMPAIGN
PAPYRUS.

A MAGICAL
BATTLE MAP/




AN ARTIFACT
FOR COORPINATING
SOLPIERS...

&

I HOPE IT IS
THE ILLNESS FROM
WHICH YOU HAve
JUST RECOVEREPD...

-..THAT APPLES
Your BRAIN,

WHAT ARE
YouU poING
WITH THISZ J==

I HAvVE ALLoweEP YoU
TO BE COMPLACENT.

I WILL NOT ALLow
YOU TO FORGET THAT I
REMAIN PILIGENT!

MERIGOLP.

Y-YOU STILL
WANT TO “RETAKE”
OUR HOME LANP
ON PWEOMER
SPIRE.

YOU STILL WANT
TO WAGE A-A WAR
AGAINST THE ORKRIST
ReEPUBLIC, WHO NOW
UsE THE spPIrRE As
THEIR CAPITAL.

BUT ALL ACTS OF
WAR ARE ILLEGAL
ON JAPE-REALM,

&'NoLea!

EVER SINCE THE
EPGE-GUARP PACT
WAS seALeD THIRTY
yYears aco!

ALL THANKS TO THE
INVENTION OF THE
“CONTINENTAL
MAGE POCKET"!

THE GREAT SETTLEMENT
WAS RATIFIEP WHEN THE
LEAPERS OF ALL RACES
AND ALL TR/IBES OF JAPE
pecCLAREP PEACE.

ANP ALL TERRITORIAL PISPUTES
WERE SETTLEP BY &IVING THOSE
RACES ANP TRIBES WITH GRIEVANCES
ACCESS TO CONTINENTAL MAGICAL
POCKETS, TAILORED TO THEIR
SPECIFICATIONS!

TRIBES LIVING IN POCKETS
LIKE “UAG’S LAIR” ANP “SEER’S
HAMLET” ENJOY THE SAME
PROSPERITY AS TRIBES LIVING
ON BAs/C soIL!




THE FOUNPATION
OF “NeW MONNOIR”
WAS QUARRIEP FROM AN
\ UNPERSEA MOUNTAIN £ |
RANGE.

[ IT CONTAINS MORE
MYTHRIL ANP &OLP
"\ THAN ANY OF JAPE’S
-\ SURFACE AreAs!

/ WHAT
ABOUT OUR

\ PIGNITY,

\ MERIGOLPZ

FOR THE LAST
FIFTY YEARS, I'VE
BEEN GATHERING
RrRESOURCES ANP
EQUIPMENT...

OUR PEOPLE PON’T
Neep pweomMer
SPIRE ANY
LONGER.

IS THAT
ALL YOU THINK
OUR pPEOPLE
Neep?

“RICHES”Z
“LANP”?
“"PROSPERITY”Z

WHAT ABOUT
PWARVEN
HONOR!Z?

WHAT ABOUT
RETRIBUTION
FOR WHAT THEY

PP TO Us/Z?

..6OLP ANP
PowWeRFUL
ALLIES!

ALL TO GIVE OUR
PEOPLE WHAT THEIR
HEARTS HAVE BEEN

PENIEP FOR ONE

HUNPREP

...WEAPONS
ANP S0LPIERS...




o

AFTER ALL THIS TIME...

...AND YET...

...ANP YET
ALL MY EFFORTS

WERE FOR NAUGHT. ...ALL I CAN PO

I1s APOLOGIZE TO

YOU, MERIGOLP.
THE FORCES T

MARSHALLEDP IN
SECRET Were
PISCOVEREDP ANP
PISMANTLEP BY
THE LAW.

I'M SORRY I
INVOLVEP YOU.

ANP THAT 15
HOW I cAME TO
BE IMPRISONED.

= oy

INTERNED WITHIN THE
ASTRAL REALM OF
"THE RETREAT”... ,

...T0 BE HEALEP
BY THE KINP ANP JUST
BALANCE COUNSELOR,
MERIGOLP.

I'M SORRY I
HAVE TO ASK FOR
YOUR HELP THIS
ONE...LAST...
TIME.

BUT I Neep
EVERY RESOURCE...
EVERY APVANTAGE...

EVERY ABLEP BOPY...

FOR THIS!

WE FOUNP
HIM, sISTER!
WE...FOUND...

“HIM”!

THE SECRET WEAPON OF THE
ORKRIST ANP MURPERER
OF OUR NOBLE FAMILY!

THE RIPPER...
THE TERROR MY SPY NETWOIRK

" HAS AT LAST DIscovereD
Az};gi;fég-gz/ H/S HIPDEN LAIR!

I’'M SORRY I PULLEP
YOU AWAY FROM YOUR 1
OBLIGATIONS AS A SPIRITUAL
GUIPE ANP HEALER FOR
THOSE WHO HAVE LOST
THEIR wWAY .

I’'M SORRY I ASKEP
YOU TO USE YOUR SKILL
WITH MAG/IC TO HELP
ME ESCAPE.

I'M SORRY YOU
ALMOST PIEP IN

THEe PROCESS. J=




THE ORKRIST I
REAPER. ‘
I-IT
/8 THE
LEGENPD!

I THOUGHT HIM
T0 BE A FIGMENT
OF MYTH...

...A PELUSION
HAUNTING MY
PARKEST
NIGHTMARES.

...IT WAS HEe
we &LIMPSEP ON
THE NIGHT OF
OUR CLAN’S
MASSACRE,
WASN'T IT.

we PIPN‘T
2l imaeine

LOOK WHAT’S

CARRY OUT
YOUR PLANS
AT ONCE.

|

TH-THERE
ISN'T A
MOMENT TO
LOsE.

BEEN HIPING
IN THE CORNER
OF JL’ GRANP’S
CELLAR FOR
THE PAST

™o HUNPREP
L Years!

HMPH!

A PESKY KEG
OF PWARVEN
AMBROSIA we
FORGOT TO
OPEN ON MY
werPING
pay/

\\

WHO WANTS »

W 70 HeLp me

PIsPOsSE OF THIS

NUISANCEZ




MERIGOLP, THIS
18 CRUK.

MY SECONDP-IN-COMMANP
AND MASTER CAMFPAIGN
STRATEG/ST.

HEED HIS WORPS
CAREFULLY As HE
EXPLAINS THE
NATURE OF OUR
TASK AHEAD.

THE HIREP
HELP YOU mAaYy
16NORE.

THERE’S
GRATITUPE.

A syer my
PIRK, &'NOLEA--
I MEAN--
WELCOME BACK,
COMMANDER!

v

&'NoLeA?

IS THERE GOING
T0 BE A BATTLE?
ARE THESE
* PEOPLE YOUR
S0LPIERSZ



THIS IS MY
GENERAL STAFF,
MERIGOLPD.

YOU HAVE ALREAPY
BEEN INTROPUCEP TO
CRUK, OUR sAMURA/

BLISTER TITAN...

OR “WART OGRE”,

CRUK IS A VETERAN OF
OVER ONE THOUSANP
CAMPAIGNS PURING

"THE AGE OF TROUBLES”
ON JAPE.

IF YOU WISH TO
BE CRASS ANP
UNCOUTH.

THE TEAM T
PERSONALLY
COMMANP FOR

IMPORTANT

MISS/ONS.

HE ABANPONED HIS
WELL-EARNEP RETIREMENT
PLANS WHEN HIS WIFE ANP
UNBORN CHILP PERISHEP
PURING AN ORKRIST RAIP
SHORTLY AFTER THE
FALL OF PWEOMER
SPIRE.

ANP THOSE TWO
OVER THERE ARE MY
HIREP MUSCLE-

KIT LYW/ ANP HER BROTHER,
KAT LYW! ARE MASTER SCOUTS...
THOUGH SOME REFER TO THEM

AS NOTORIOUS THIEVES. FHEY WERE JEPHANED

PURING THE “RENEGCAPE”
ORKRIST RAMPAGE
ON THE WERE-JAGUAR
SETTLEMENT NEAR
PWEOMER SPIRE A
FEW DPECAPES AGO.

T0 PUCK BEHINP
ONE OF THEM WHEN
THE PROJECTILES
START FLYING.

THEY ARE WELL PAIP
FOR THEIR SKILL IN
CATCHING SUCH

ATTACKS.

HER SKILLS WILL
BE INVALUABLE TO
THIS CAMPAIGN’S
syccess.

PARTY, THIS IS MY
SIBLING, MERIGOLP.

FORMER BALANCE
COUNSELOR OF THE
LAW WARPENS. CRUK, PLEASE

EXPLAIN OUR

STRATESY.




TN

GHN NHS MNHS KHHND

L st MNH WOULP SOMEONE...
NHS TRHE MNHNHS... PLRNN NSHHUH. ANYONE...CARE
SHHNSHUH MNH... - Y T0 EXV@LAIN WHAT
UHR GHNSHUH THE Q#$% HE
Yes... GHN NSHHUH. @ MERHEULP. JUST sﬁrp!?!

OF COURSE.

THE BLACKROCK
PEPOSITS WOULP

MAKE THE LAIR OF -4
SERPENTUS Z
IMPERVIOUS TO
SUCH ASSAULTS.

\& SLASHER IS AN
: OUT-OF-TOWNER
EARTH-THUG WHO
POESN’T SPEAK
“URLUHN".

EARTH-REALM SPEAK
FOR “"COMMON TONGUE.”

Hanza, Tace e NORE ACEPALM "
“EARTH ROCK” . . &
ASIDE AND i
o CHISEL IT IN

FOR HER?Z

PRETEND THIS
&OLpP PleCE
18 THE ORK/IST
OVERLIRP,
SERPENTUS.

AND PRETEND MY
BOOBS ARE HIs
IMPREGNABLE
HEAPAUARTERS
IN PWEOIMER
sPIrRe!

“EARTH
ROCK”2!Z

see? BUT, IFA g | ...8ERPENTUS’LL
IMPREGNABLE... BALANCE SLIP FREE OF HIS
SENSITIVE! COUNCILOR PROTECTIVE
USES HER LAIR...
PIMENSIONAL

PORTAL
SPELLS...

TRY AND TOUCH
SERPENTUS, YOU
ALERT THE WHOLE ...TO UNHINGE
MOUNTAIN! THE BOTTOM ...ANP INTO
OF THAT LAIR’S A PLANAR

PLANAR CORRIPOR
EVEN IF YOU FABRIC... WHERE WE/LL
TELEPORTEP IN! BE WAITING! A



B-BEFORE WE

BEGIN...
THE ORKRIST BELIEVE
T WANT TO THEY ARE HIDING A B
IMPORTANCE A PARK CHAMPION ON THE MYTHS
OF THIS, OUR WITHIN PWEOMER

g ANP LEGENDS
MISSION! SPIRE! OF “SHADE

ReAPERS”...

PERHAPS IT

I1s ENOUGH TO
PECLARE... I APPRECIATE

THE EFFORT,
MERIGOLPD.
...THAT EVERY
MOMENT SERPENTUS BUT Leave
EXISTS IS ONE THE MORALE-

MOMENT TOO BOOSTING

MANY/ SpPeEECHES
T0 ME.

WE'LL MOVE TO
THE PLANAR
CORRIPOR
AS SOON AS
REAPY YOUR MERIGOLD
GEeAR! OPENS THE Ring of

/ Balance...
PORTAL by

’:OCUS.

Heed the
call of your
Mistress.




WHAT’S THE BI& PEAL

ABOUT MERIGOLP BEING
A “BALANCE-WHOSITS” 2
CAN’T ALL EXPERT YOou’re
MAGIC-GUYS MAKE ASKING
STUFF APPEAR ANP - MEZ
PISAPPEAR INTO
PORTALSZ

IT's BECAUSE
OF OUR TRAINING.

THOSE WHO
ARE ABLE TO SENSE
THE POSITIVE ANP
NEGATIVE ALIGNMENTS
OF THE REALM CAN
ALSO PETECT WHERE
THE CRACKS ARE!

WITHOUT THAT
TRAINING, A USER
OF MAGIC MAY ONLY
OPEN, WITH SAFETY
AND CERTAINTY,
STABLE PATHS
OR THOSE WELL
TRAVELLED.

WITH A
PENSITY RING,
AND YET WALKING CONCENTRATING
BETWEEN THE CRACKS “u?va fgggjﬂ% QI;AL
OF PLANES POSES
A PANGER. OPEN IS SIMPLE. STEPPING

THROUGH THAT OPEN
PORTAL IS SIMPLE.

CONCENTRATING ON KEEPING THE PORTAL ...WELL, IT’S ENOUGH

FROM SLAMMING SHUT ON YOUR OF A HAZARPD THAT ANY
ESSENCE WHILE STEPPING SENS/BLE COUNSELOR

RARELY ATTEMPTS SUCH
THROUGH, HOWEVER... RELY ATIEMPTS £

LUCKY RABBIT'S FOOT!

EVERYONE INTO
THE CORRIPOR.

WE’LL FIND A
SPOT TO SET UP
THE AMBUSH/!




FORTUNATELY, I
ONLY NEEP TO PASS
THROUGH THIS ONE
PORTAL TONIGHT...

PLANAR RIFTS
ANP CORRIPORS
OFTEN CONTAIN
PEBR/S ANP

IMPRESSIONS
FROM THE LANPS
...80 I CAN KeepP THEY TOUCH.
OUR ESCAPE ROUTE
OPEN ALL THE
WHILE!

HMM. T
WAS EXPECTING
SOMETHING MORE
LIKE AN ACIP
TRIP TO BE IN
HeRE!

YOU KNow...
WEIRPNESS!

50, FOR A
PIMENSIONAL
CORRIPOR UNPER
PWEOMER SPIRE,
FINPING TERRAIN
MOLPEP FROM
AN OLP MINING
TUNNEL IS
EXPECTED.

L I'M
BEGINNING TO
THINK...THIS MAY
BE AN ANCIENT
ORKRIST MINING
TUNNEL!

PON’T BE
AFOOL,
MERIGOLP...

...THIS TUNNEL FEELS
AS THOUGH IT WAS MAPE
PURING THE AGE OF MAG/IC,
THOUSANPS OF YEARS AGO!

PWEOMER SPIRE
WASN’T EVEN SETTLEP
BACK THEN, MUCH
Less MINED!

Y-YES...
STRANGE.

COMMON SENSE
TELLS US ONE
THING...

..PWARVEN STONE

ANP THIS IS
PEEP GRANITE!

BUT THESE
ARE ORKRIST
STYLE CHISEL
MARKINGS!

SENSE TELLS US
PIFFERENTLY .

...IT POESN’T
APPEAR TO
BE MOLpPEDP

FROM AN OLP...

PWARVEN...
MINING

TUNNeL. /|




" GHNRUH...
NH NHRUH.

we'LL
FIGURE IT OUT
LATER, CRUK.

AMBUSH
POSITIONS.
MERIGOLP, GET REAPY TO

PROP THE FLOOR FROM
UNPER SERPENTUS.

CRUK ANP T
SHALL COVER YOU
FROM HERE.

SERPENTUS...

.CANCER OF ' N /...vouve Hippen
THE ORKRIST ‘y . YOURSELF WeELL Bx;{ﬁ’ gg/éz, iU
TRIBE... FROM THE LAW HEALER'S
\ WARDENS. el




PUSH HIM
TO THE

...BUT STAY
OUT OF HIS
REACH!

PON’T TRUST US
TO COORPINATE
WITH YOU ON

B THIS, &'NOLGAZ

AN UNARMEP

WEAPON-MASTER [l

18 A RARE

I'P RATHER NOT

TAKE THE CHANCE
OF ONE OF YOU

S\ "CIVING” HIm-- |




CNHNHF!
RUHNHNG!!

HE PIPN'T
SUMMON AN
ELEMENTAL
WEAPON OrR
S0UL epée,
CRUK!

TH-THAT
SCYTHE
wAas NewLy
FOrRMeD!

HER...
THE ENERGY HATREDR!!!
FLOWING WITHIN
IT...IT FEELS
AS THOUGH HE’S
HOLPING A-A
PART OF
&’'NOLGA’S...

SERPENTUS
FORGED A-A
WEAPON OUT OF
GNILGA’S
ENMITY!

. AURAL!

I-IS5 THIS
THE POWER

I OF A

\ “reapPer”’?

HER IMBALANCE!Z!



WE PIPN'T...
J W-we COULPN’T
HAVE POSSIBLY
A-ANTICIPATEP
THIS--THIS ( IT TOOK S—-
SeVEN OF Us
F-FOCUSING
ON YOUR
AURA...
TO--

IR

THE SEARCH Y/ MArRCUS, N ‘ FATHER...
W-waAs... SATURNINE, 1 FORGIVE
WwAS SEMPTUS AND (
PIFFICULT! | ALEXANDRA...
ARE ALL LOST
T-T0 THE

PLANES...




M
' ’?\ OW\

I wiLL ZOT ALLow LOOK AT You!
THIS TO CONTINUE, LOgK AT YOUR THIS ILLNESS...
SERPENTUS! N peorPLE!! THIS CANCER...

HAS SPREAP
FAR ENOUGH!!!

...0F YOUR
IMBALANCE!!!

THE SOURCE OF )
YOUR——



GRANDP?Z!

WE HAvE
T0 R-RUN.




HFF...
we’LL
T-TAKE...

HFF...
THE PATH
YOU LEFT

OPEN.

‘NOLLY ANP
THE OTHERS...

. HFF...
THEY WON’T
RECOVER UNTIL
TH-THE MORNING/

HFF...
we--we
HAVE TO C-COME
BACK FOR THeM!

GR-GRAND!

CONTINUEP...
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