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SO THIS IS
ALL THERE IS
T0 BEING AN
ARCH VAMPIRE

NAMEP NATASHA J 5
VOLSTOV THESE QUEEN OF THE UNPEAP:

oavs ABSOLUTE RULER OF AN
: ENTIRE EXISTENTIAL PLANE
FILLEP TO THE BRIM WITH
UNLIVING SLAVES AT MY
EVERY BECK AND CALL.

THIS UsepP
TO BE FUN.

i L
!11:1:

—— et S —
IT’s THE SAME OLD “SAME OLD” BY FRED PERRY



EVERYONE
STOOPING ANP
TREMBLING AT
MY FROWN.

BEING ALL-
PowWerRFUL.

Now...
EVERYTHING'S
JUST...

GIVING ANYONE
WHO MOUTHS
OFF TO ME THE

EVEN MY
ZINGIEST
HOBBIES...

ITALL UseEP
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T0 BE GREAT ‘ |
FUN. : |

/
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...LIKE PUNISHING
FOOLS FOR THEIR
INSOLENCE...

...HARPLY
MEAN
ANYTHING
ANY MORE.




Y-YoU Usep 70
HAVE LOTS OF
FUN WITH s/IR

vLAPIMIR.

WHY PON’T YOU
FREE HIM FROM
THE TORTURE
POsTZ?

I PIPN'T INVITE
YouU 70 My ROYAL
TORTURE TERRACE
70 TALK ABoUT ==

MY INPENTUREDP
BOYFrRIENP! -

I ASKEP YOU IPIOTS
HERE TO PELIBERATE
ON IMPORTANT
MATTERS OF STATE!

LIKE MY
BOREPOM!




QUEEN NATASHA...
TH-THE THREAT
BEASTE waNpezin
..TH-THERE... IANPERING N-NOW, AS YOUR
THERE ARE SOME INTO OUR--YOUR " poyaL Apvisors,
ENTITIES LURKING REALM... WE’DP NEVER PREAM
A?(;;’l\:!; 51174_5 A_IrS‘Z/'gAL HAS 2%/’_'4/;% OF CONTRAPICTING A
HA - < .
CANNOT HOPE TO Loomep! KOYAL PECREE:
STANP ACAINST/

...BUT PERHAPS
HER HIGHNESS
WAs A BIT...
HASTY ...

...WH-WHEN
SHE P-PUNISHEP
SIrR VLAPIMIR FOR
SAVING HER FROM
THAT PLANAR
PeEVOURERZ

"SAVING MEZ” 18 THAT
BY KNOCKING ME "BeECAUSE THE QUEEN A\ WHAT You’re
UNCONSCIOUS ANP POESN’T HAVE SENSE TRYING TO
ORPERING MY ENOUEH TO KNOW WHEN sAYZ
WHOLE coUrRT T0 [\ SHE’S OVERMATCHEP!” )
EVACUATEZ

YOU’'RE
SAYING I'M
PATHETIC

ANP USELESS,
ANP ANY OLP
APOCALYPTIC
BEAST THAT
WANPERS ON
IN HERE FROM
THE RIFTS
CAN KICK
MyY@s$!



TH-THAT’S WHAT WE MUST ALL BE B-BUT...TO CONFRONT
SHE IS TRYING UNITED IN THIS. THE QUEEN ABOUT VLADZ
T0 SAY, YOUR A-ARE YOU SURE THIS{ WHAT IF
HIGHNESS! T0 WAVER IS TO IS WISE?
WEAKEN OUR STANCE
T HAVE NOTHING AS ROYAL APVISORS.
TO PO WITH THESE
SCANPALOUS
ACCUSATIONS!/

\ COME FORTH ANP
ASSUME ALL
RESPONSIBILITY!

YOUR HIGHESS!
I-I CAN eXPLAIN/Y




/ ENOUGH OF THIS. WE'RE GOING
eEwww... ON ALITTLE

RIGHT INTO SPINNERETTE, ASSEMBLE HI;A’%/’A/IG
RAZOR BONE MY NIGHT-STALKER APPAREL, °
FOREST... COLLECT A CAPRE OF SENSOR |
GHOSTS, AND MEET ME AT
THE RIFT GATE IN
ONE HoUr!

COMING BACK UNTIL
WE HAVE THE HEAP OF
THE MOST FEROCIOUS
BEAST IN ALL OF THE
ASTRAL RIFTS AS
MY TROPHY!

I'P SAY THAT
WAS THE MOST
FEROCIOUS BEAST
we’'ve ever
ENCOUNTERED
IN THE RIFTS,
SUBTRACLTO!




WE’VE BARELY
CROSSEP INTO THE
WILPS OF THE
ASTRAL RIFTS,
MAPRID.

THESE BORPERS
ARE PATROLLEP
BY NEARBY
SETTLEMENTS.

$0 0UR FRIENP \]
HERE Is ONE  |$
THE PATROLS
MISSEDZ

MORE THAN ‘
LIKELY. =
Ho-BOY.
TO PO ANY
REAL EXPLORING,
WE'RE GOING TO

HAVE TO TRAVERSE

“THUNPER BUTTE!”

GREAT...
I’'M S0 LOOKING
FORWARP TO
THAT TRIP.

YOU’RE THE ONE
WHO INS/STEP ON
THIS EXPEPITION,
MAPRIP...

HOWEVER,

...TO MAP THE PLANTS,
UNFATHOMABLE MINERALS,
PLANAR BRIPEE || ANIMALS ANP
TOUCHING THE ATMOSPHERE
FRINGES OF SPILL IN FROM ..AS WELL AS
EARTH-REALM ' EACH TOUCHEP \ SOME OF THE
AND COUNTLESS REALM... MOST HORRIFIC

| OTHER OccUrPIEP CREATURES IN
WOorRLPS. EXISTENCE.

[ I KNOW, I KNO--
WAIT...80 THIS
MONSTROSITY

WAS NOTHINGZ

WELL, NOw,
I DIDN'T SAY
THAT/




THE ONLY

UP SIDE TO ——a ’
ENCOUNTERING c’ﬁJé’/‘XZZfZ 55
vIcIoUs, ILL- N S~ wvuterrious,

Temperep || PR FLAVORFUL

BEASTS \ \ /ORFUL,
AROUND " NOM-NESS:

HERE... e ST

) LeTs see...
| COORPINATES
SET...
CALCULATING
QUANTUM...
PIVISION...
PARAMETERS...
THERE WE

YOU MIGHT seem
PHYSICALLY INFERIOR
TO MOST OF THE
RIFT’S INHABITANTS...
BUT YOU’RE ALSO A
SUPER-PREPATOR
WHEN IT COMES
TO WHAT YOU CAN
S0 HUMANS SAFELY PlGEST.
ARE LIKE PLANAR
RACCOOINS ON AN
INTERPIMENSIONAL
HIGHWAY FILLeED
WITH GROCERY
TRUCK MONSTERS.

WELL,
THIS LITTLE
RACCOON IS

SICK OF HAVING
TO POPGE HER
WAY THROUGH
MONSTER RUSH
HOUR JUST TO
PO ALITTLE
EXPLORING!

I MEAN...IT
WOULP BE KINP OF
NICE, EVERY ONCE IN
A WHILE, TO FINP
A LONG-LOST
TEMPLE...

...INHABITEP BY = MAKE THAT...
CUPCAKE CHEFS CUTE, HUNKY 2SIGHZ
INSTEAP OF CUPCAKE WHY PIPN’T
&HOULSs! CHEFS WITH I PACK
ROCK-HARP MORE CUP-
ABs! ¢ cA--

MY TECH-SPECS’
MOTION PETECTION
SENSORS JUST
“BLIPPEP”!

e LurciNnG BEHING
®. i us!

I STILL CAN'T GET
OVER HOW CONVENIENT
IT IS TO BE ABLE TO
DEFENP MYSELF FROM
ATTACKS...

...ANP HAvE
MY BETA-PACK
QUANTUM-
PNVIPE THE
REMAINS FOrR
MY 1CEBOX
IN HYPER-
srPAce!

THIS SUCKER

SMELLS LIKE

A GIANT POT
ROAST!

EARTH-REALM IS
A POISONOUS PESERT
COMPAREP TO THE
OTHER WORLPS
TOUCHING THE ASTRAL
RIFTS, MAPRIP.




BETA-PACK:
PEFENSE MOPE!

CHARGING
PEFLECTOR
screeN!

PAMMIT!

I HOPE THIS
ISN’T ANOTHER
‘POT-ROAST”
MONSTER!

MY BATTERIES
ARE GETTING
way 700
LoW For
COMFORT!

MAPRIP, WHAT
ABOUT THAT
“‘QUANTUM

PINISION”
FUNCTION?Z

MoLeCcULAR
RrRE-FRICTION
POESN’T WORK ON
ANYTHING IN MOT/ON.
UseLESS UNLESS weE

P\ CONVINCE THAT BEASTY |
TO HOLP STILL FOR /i

WO MINUTES...

GET ReAPY!
IT'S COMING
ouT OF
THOSE--




OUR S80-CALLEP
“INTRUPERS”
ARE QUITE
HARMLESS.

FRIENPLY, BUT
A TOUCH ON
THE SHY siIpe.

YOU MEAN TO TELL ME
( THERE WAS AN ANCIENT
MONASTERY FULL OF
BeerYy, JUlicY, ULTRA-
CUTE ALIEN HOTTIES /
AROUNP HERE... \

N— ——

7/ ..ANP THE
ONLY PLACE
OF INTEREST
YOU LeAP ME TO
IS A BEAST-
INFESTED,

oveR-
CHARGEP

> “BUTTE”...
| overcHARGEP
“BYuTe”.

THESE FELLOWS
ARE BESEPIAN
RIFT MONKS.

LYNN ANP I
ENCOUNTEREP

)| AwHOLE FLEET

OF THEM ON

THROUGH
HeRE.

I BELIEVE I HAVE STILL
HAVE BESEPIAN LANGUAGE
FILES IN MEMORY...

AH, YES...ANP
THE LOCATION OF
THEIR ANCIENT
MONASTERY!




WAIT...
THEY CAN
SPEAK OUR
LANGAUGE?Z

AS I SAIP...THIS
ISN’T MY FIRST
ENCOUNTER WITH
THE BESEPIAN
MONKS.

THERE HAVE BEEN
BRIEF CULTURAL
EXCHANGES.

UHM...OKAY Z
N-NICE...

TO MEET Y--
WHAT ARE

THOSE TWO

BACK THEKE...

ARE--ARE
THEY...
CROAKING?

OHO!
FIPGETY
BoPY-
LANGUAGE...

...BASHFUL
GLANCES...

... THAT CHEEK
CROAKING
STUFF MUST
| BE some KIND {3
B\ 0F BesepIaN
FROG-BOY...

JUST A
MOMENT... ;
I’M INITIATING ¢
My Focusep- |
SPECTRUM L
PARABOLIC 4
I'LL BE ABLE TO

SOUNP-
MASK.
PROJECT ACCURATE
TRANSLATIONS INTO
EVERYONE’S EARS
IN LocALIZeEP
PINK-FREQUENCY
“"SURROUNP
SOUNP”!

BOTH OF You!

JINKIES!
THESE GUYS...
ARE “EYEING”

NOW Keer
THERE ANP PO

THERE WE
ARE...BUT
PLEASE TRY
T0 I6NORE
THE AWKWARP
LIP-SYNCH.

RUPE!

NOT EMBARASS

ME FURTHER,




HMHMY)

WE WerRe ABOUT

TO GREET EACH

OTHER, WEREN'T
wez

CALL Me
MAPR/IP.

( 2 FriENDLY
EXPLORER.

I-- AH... TH-THAT I5...

I-I-I AM NOT HeRE TO...

I...A-ANP MY
LOWER CLASSMATES
ARE ON A QUEST.

WE ARE SEARCHING
FOR sPeCIAL MEPICINAL
CIMPINENTS TO CURE

OUR MONASTERY’S

GUARPIAN FORCE.

OUR GROUP WAS
TASKEP WITH THE
MOST PANGEROUS

COMPONENT
QUEST.

ARE YOU AN
EXPLORER \
AS WELLZ?

IT'S PANGEROUS
ON ONE’S OWN.

PERHAPS...
We CAN
EXPLORE...
TOGETHER?

I AM--I MEAN...

T-T0 SEIZE A

pPIECE OF

TERRISAUE

HORN!




ANP WOULP THE “TERROSQUE” YOU
SEEK BE THE SAME CREATURE
YOU SPIEP ME PISSECTINGZ

I-IKNOW IT IS
RUPE OF Me
T0 AsK...
I INTENDP TO
HAVE IT FOR

MY MEALS. TH-THE LAST
HUMAN WHO
THE HORNS VISITEP...
ARE THE
TASTIEST
PARTS, YOU
KNow.

...SHE WAS
HELPFUL
A-AND
VERY
KIND TO

us!

5-50 We
THOUGHT YoU
MIGHT BE
700/

BUT YOU’RE
ASKING Me TO
JUST GIVE AWAY
MY FAVORITE
PART OF MY
FAVORITE

MEAL.

M-MS. MAPRIP/!

pPLeAsE!
PLEASE
HELP US!

we enTreAT!
w-we Beé oF
You 7-70 ~

Y , WELLLL.

I PO WIsH
TO HELP YOU.

I PO INPEEP.



N Y 1veseen DHEREIOIE . ANP IN
) I A o ILL GIVE YOU  pEtypN, You
WHY DON'T FOR A LONG THE MEDICINAL  1pepaT ME TO
AN EQUAL _ ” y o YOUR COMPANY
EXCHANGE? - ‘ AT THAT
‘ MONASTERY

I FIND MYSELF TONIGHTZ

PINING FOR SOMEONE
STIMULATING WITH
WHICH TO SHARE A i
PLEASANT EVENING OF...
CONVERSATION.

HeY!
I’M 600p AT
CHATTING!

WE Have
ARRIVED.

ANP JUST
BELOW IS OUR
SHELTER.

! i IFyou wiLL AccePT
THIS GUIPESTONE = MY INVITATION A-AND

WILL BRING US 1
SAFELY TO THE OUR HOSPITALITY ...

ENTRANCE.




THOUGH I MUST
BEEG YOUR PARPON
FOR THE SAKE OF
MY YOUNGER
CLASSMATES.

ANP I APOLOGIZE
I-IN APVANCE
FOR THEIR
STARES.

YOU ARE...
STRANGE TO US...
ANP CURIOSITY
CAN MAKE ONE
FORGET HIs
MANNERS.

I SHALL LEAVE e —
YOU TO REST. \"/ I HoPE THIS

PRIVATE CHAMBER
I\ WILL BE APEQUATE.

MORE THAN
THAT.

THANK YOU,
ADEL.

UNTIL
TONIGHT.

BY YOUR




THE MONASTERY 'S
BGUARPIAN FROM

/ ,
THIS VANTAGE
Al \\\\ } :

s \\\\ POINT.
W/,

“ = THROUGH
' N\ MAPRIP HeRE! YOU CAN see
‘(gl' THE CONPITION OF

IT's SOMEe

KIND O »
N T JINKIES!

THAT THING
MUST BE
EIGHT HUNPREP
YARPS FROM
Nose TO

. HER NAME IS
QUEZTAL.

WHEN LYNN ANP
I MAPE OUR LAST
VISIT, SHE WAS
OUR HOST.

EXTREMELY
INTELLIGENT.

SHE FELT THE
ANP EVEN MORE 50, PLIGHT OF THOSE
COMPASSIONATE. IN THIS MONASTERY
X AND CAME TO
THEIR AlP.




YouU seeg,
BESEPIAN
PHYSIOLOGY

ALLOWS FOR AN | IF COMPAREP

EXTREMELY

THUS, MARRIAGES ARE

ARRANGEP WHEN A FEMALE
TO0 HUMANS,
HIGH BIRTH

RATE.

COMES OF AGE ANP SELECTS
BESEPIAN FROM HUNPREPS OF
FEMALE BIRTH

REGISTEREP SUITORS.
RATES ARE

SIMILAR.

HOWEVER,
ONE TO TWO
HUNPREP

TIMES AS MANY
BESEPIAN MALES
ARE BORN IN
COMPARISON TO

ONE HUMAN
MALE BIRTH.

i (g/ THE LOSERS ARE

[l EXILEP TO MONASTERIES ANP THOUGH NEW YOUNG
| (‘ ON FRONTIERS OR WITHIN MALES ENTER THE MONASTIC
\ THE ASTRAL RIFTS, CASTE REGULARLY, THERE
\! WHERE THEY PRACTICE ARE NEVER PROBLEMS WITH
\ THE PISCIPLINES OF OVERCROWPING.
\ .o ANCIENT TEACHINGS
\\,\\ ON INNER PEACE. y ’

INPEEDP, SOME
HORRORS MAKE LAIRS
NEARBY ANP TREAT THE
MONASTERY AS IF IT
WERE A CONTINUALLY

REFILLING PANTRY .

"\

THE MONASTERIES ARE
OFTEN SURROUNPEP BY
THE MOST HARSH
ENVIRONMENTS OR
THE PeAPLIEST

CREATURES.

USUALLY, THE ONE
WITH THE BIEGEST
CHEEK SACKS...

A BESEPIAN
INDICATION OF
VIRILITY...WINS.

TRAGICALLY, CHEEK PUMPS,
CHEEK ENLARGING PILLS
ANDP CHEEK ENHANCEMENT
SURGERY ALL FAIL TO
COMPENSATE FOR
NATURALLY AVERAGE

CHEEK SACK slzes.

A BESEPIAN MONK

RARELY LIVES PAST
YOUNG APULTHOOP.

--ANP UPON LEARNING
THIS AREA

4 WAS THE WORST...

...UNTIL QUEZTAL
PISCOVEREP IT.

OF THEIR EXILE,
QUEZTAL STAYEP
TO PEFENP THESE

POOR BOYS. FRopaBLY

SHE

&OT HURT
PROTECTING



...FOR A
WHILE THERE...
ALL I COULP THINK
ABOUT WAS HOW
MUCH FUN 1I'p
HAVE...

[ ...“pLAYING” WITH
ADEL TONIGHT...

...AND HOW MUCH
FUN I’P HAVE WITH
MY PICK OF THOSE

BOYS THE NIGHT
AFTER.

SUBTRACTO...
I PIPN’T THINK
FOR A SECONP
THAT APEL wAS
A-APERSON...
WITH...
FEELINGS OR
TROUBLES OR
HOPES.

SOMETHING
TO T0sS Aslpe
AFTER I
WAs BOrREP.

I--I BEGAN
THIS JOURNEY TO
BUT... FIND MYSELF,
SUBTRACTO.
WI'M STILL

THAT SELFISH
D-DAMMIT. THOUGHTLESS,
LITTLE BRAT,
AREN'T I.

I-I
THOUGHT
I HAP
CHANGEPD.

AT THE
VERY FIRST
OPPORTUNITY
T0 MAKE NEW
FRIENPS AND PO
FOR OTHERS,
I sepUce, INSTEAP
MANIPULATE I FIND...
AND THINK ONLY
PLensoRe.
THOUGHT .
ITHE aLp ! I FINP THE SAME
ME was ILP HORRIBLE
GONE... MAPR/IP.

ForReverR!




o

BKY sSHROUP
pepLOYED,
HIGHNESS.
WE SHOULP
HAVE NO
TROUBLES
FROM THE
RIFT'S
AMBIENT
SUNLIGHT
Now.

M-MapRPZ | =

SOMEONE
WHO HASN'T
REFORMEP...

...POESN’T

WORRY ABOUT
IF THEY'VE
REFORMEP.

SOMEWHERE
IN THIS IMMEPIATE
VICINITY IS A
BLUE AETHER-

ONE OF THE
peAPLIEST
ENTITIES
IN THE
RIFTS!

THE SENSOR
GHOSTS HAVE
PONE A
THOROUGH
JOB OF
SCOUTING
THE AREA,
HIGHNESS.

I SHALL sLAY
IT WITH MY
SPEAR ANP




THERE!

THE AETHER-
PHOENIX IS
sSPrRAWLEP
BEHIND THAT
PWELLING!

BUT...IT SEEMS
TO BE WOUNPEP
OR ILL...

TROPHIES ARE SO
MUCH MORE SATISFYING
WHEN YOU PON‘T HAVE
TO WORK FOR
THem!

BUT NoBopY
BETTER TELL
VLAP ABOUT THAT
WHEN I sHow
HIM THIS
CREATURE’S
STUFFEP ANP
MOUNTEP
corpPse!

THE OFFICIAL STORY
SHALL BE: “QUEEN NATASHA
FELLED IT AFTER A MIGHTY,
THREE-PAY-LONG BATTLE...

SINGLEHAND--

pARes!?!

WAS THAT
ARIFLE
SHOT!Z -

s-sNIPeR!!!




THERE ASSEMBLING

THEY A RESISTANCE

Are! ATOP THAT
STRUCTURE!

THEY SEEM TO
BE UPSET ABOUT |
OUR HUNTING |2

A
THE PHOENIX! BUT THEIR

WEAPONS ARE VP 4 (5 x
MOSTLY
CONVIENTIONAL.

ONE HAS A Low-
QUALITY maélcaL
PROJECTILE
THROWER.

A SHIELP WILL HOLP
THEM OFF FOR A
FEW MOMENTS.

&O00P WORK, MAGE.
ANP I CAN USE THOSE
LITTLE IPIOTS...

...FOR A BIT
OF A WARM-
1724

Now, LET’S
seE HOW MANY
I CAN GET
WITH ONE
BLow!




THAT STUNT
OF YOURS COST
Me MY BETA
PACK’S INNER
FRAME!

TOOK ME A
HALF YEAR
TO BUILD IT,
S0 YEAH!
I'M Pl$$ep!

THEREFORE, I'M
MAKING THIS YOUR
FIRST ANP LAST
WARNING!

VAMPIRE
ARISTOCRAT
FROM THE
REALM OF
THE UNPEAP.

I REMEMBER
You.




...PON'T I
KNOW You
FROM
SOMEPLACE?

NO, I'VE
NEVER SEEN
Your AUrRA

BEFORE.

MAECES!
RESTRAIN
HeER!

SHE SHALL MAKE
AN EXCELLENT
AFTER-CARNAGE
SNAcCK!

LEAPING

IT'S A HYPERSFPACE INTO A BRIGHT,
PORTAL...WITH A FIVE- SUNNY sKY TWO |, OH! AND

METER RAPIUS. MILES OVER THE | 4 ‘ T
BaHAMAS!  |\/ e b4

Wg Y, I[’l)’g A ONE-INCH-

APIUS HYPERSPACE A

PORTAL LEAPING TO / . ...ONE MILE
AREALLY, REALLY ‘ OVER THE

PLANET
SUNNY SKY... ~ 8 . MERCURY!

UP FOR
ALITTLE
TANNINGZ




THATLITTLE  GAVE YOU A NICE = = PUSHING EVERYONE
BIT OF SUNSHINE  LITTLE REALITY N AROUNP BACK ON YOUR

REALLY STUNG 3 THRONE OF THE UNPEAD
DIDN'T 1TZ CHECE, ] PROBABLY LET YOU

FORGET HOW YOU

/
CAN STILL PIE! NOW, LET'S

TALK ABOUT
YOUR “WAKE
up cALL”!

NOTHING
SCARES A
spPolLep-

BRAT BULLY

MORE...

...THAN SOMEONE WHO
KNOWS HOW COWARPLY
A SPOILEP-BRAT
BULLY TRULY /5.

I'M AFRAIP...YOU'RE

GOING TO BE STUCK

HERE FOR QUITE A
WHILE, MAPRIP.

FINPING THE PlECES
ANP REPAIRING YOUR
PACK WILL TAKE
SOME TIME.




BUT I’M SURE
YOU’LL BE ABLE
TO FINP A FEW
NEW FRIENPS
TO LENP YOU
A HANP...

S0 IT SeEEMS,
SUBTRACTO.

BUT I WONPER...
WAS I REALLY
TRYING TO HELP?Z

OR WAS T
TRYING TO
IMPRESS APEL WAS T SACRIFICING
AND HIS 0N MY OWN EQUIPMENTZ
FRIENDSZ , Y. OR WAS IT QUICK
THINKING TO COME
UP WITH AN EXCUSE
70 HANG AROUNDZ

IF APEL
HUE&S ME...

...WILL I FEEL
HIS GRATITUPE...
0-0R HIS CHEST
AND ABS?Z

SUBTRACTO...
CAN I AFFORP
NEW FRIENPS...
IF I'M STILL
THE SAME OLP
MAPRIPZ

MAPRIP...

...IF THAT Were
TRUE, COULP
YOU AFFORP
NOT TO HAVE

THOSE FRIENPS?Z

EPILOGUE

WHY DIPNT ANYONE 1
WARN ME ABOUT b
THAT BI@G#1! A

SURROUNDED
BY IploTs!!!
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