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MIKIZ!

THAT'S A
GATE
SCROLL!

H-HOW'P YOU--
WE'RE STLL IE0TIT
TRAINEES! FROM THE

WE DON'T HAVE EOTHWRAIN -
CLEARANCE CASTLE
FOR THAT/ RUINS...

...LOCKED IN AN euILp
OLD STRIKE TEAM’S STRIKE TEAMS
SUPPLY CHEST. THIS IS &0 AFTER BIG
Awesome! LOOT, WITH
WE'RE CONNA THESE GATE

BE RICH /
WHEN We SCROLLS!

SELL THIS!

WE CAN BUY
FOOP! AND $0AP!
OH!!! LET’S BUY
SOAFP THIS
TIME, MIKI! J
‘ 2 W weee come
0 70 USE THIS
SIPE OF ITS
éare!
I--T PON'T WE’RE NEVER
KNOW ABOUT GETTING ANYWHERE
THIS. IF WE STAY POWN HERE
IN THIS UNPERCITY, T FLUNKED
SOUNDS MYNNY. THE PRACTICAL
APPLICATION YOU FLUNKED
paneeroUS! - EXAM. THE WRITTEN
THE RESULTS EXBM.
OF OUR LAST
THIEVES
GuILD
APPLICATION
LET’S UST
seTILE A EXAN.
FOR FOoopP !
ANP S0AP,
OKAYZ
WE BOTH
FAILED.
THE GUILD’S
MAKING ME A R |

"BEAN COUNTER”...

..AND YOU
A “TRASH

COLLECTOR”.




BUT THEN I
MEeT You,
MYNNY.

NOTHING EVER
WENT RIGHT FOR
Me BEFORE.

YEAH... RAIPING B Es I WOULPN’T
= HAVE PARED
THREE MONTHS
AGO.
YEAH. THAT

NIGHT AFTER

THE GUILP
EXAM.

A STRIKE TEAM'S
TARGET AREA /S
RISKY.

NOTHING EVER AND IF YOU'RE
WENT RIGHT WE'RE LUCKY, LUCKY ANYTHING's ~ ESPECIALLY
FOR ME, MYNNY. YOU PosSsIBLE! FOR A coupPLE
eITHER. AND ME... : OF WERE-RATS!
TOGETHER!
BUT EVER
SINCE WE
MET...EVERY -
THING WEVE OKAY, MIKI.
TRIED HAS /M IN.
WORKED WHO’S THE
GREAT. TARGETZ

I READ THE MISSION
FILE FROM THE SUPPLY
CHEST BEFORE I TOOK
THIS GATE SCROLL.
OUR TARGET’S
AN EXPLORER
SCIENTIST NAMEDP
BGINA PIGGERS.

HER HOUSE wWAs
THE OPERATION AREA
FOR A STRIKE TEAM OF
THREE ASSASSINS THAT
WENT AWOL... McKRAKEN,
RICH ANP ELLIS,

THE THREAT
INPEX POTENTIAL
WAS PRETTY
HIGH, WHILE
THE THREAT
INDEX FOR
GINA DIGCERS
BY HERSELF
WAS TINY...
... WHICH MEANS
THERE COULD
BE A LOT \ /
PANGEROUS
ELEMENTS { BUT...HOW PANGEROUS
SURROUNPING I\ CAN THE LITTLE “WORLD”
THIS GINA " GINA DIGGERS LIVES
CHARACTER. N 4 IN POSSIBLY BE?
|
'BY FRED PERRY:

THE BETTER MOUSETRAP



I N
J N T WONDERED

et /N IF I HAD
...T STARTED el ‘ ENOUGH
e /

TO WORRY.




Y/ corsum N / coT sum

OOMPH!
cooL ‘po” PLUNGING
\ | FOR MY NECKLINE
= [\ Awesome FOR MY
&OT sUM ROCKIN’
GOREGEIUS BeEwWBS!
SHOES FOR
MY SWeeT
FeeTies!

Y/ we'ee TorAlLYy )
\ TUBLLAR, HUH, |

*NO MATTER HOW MUCH
ELBOW GREASE YOU USE...
YOU CAN’T POLISH A NERD.-F |

THAT’S...NOT THE
SMOKE PETECTOR

= onmacawp: SRS

THE MAU TAI HE RES “
£0L0SSUS B K Lﬂﬂ;?/ }
TELEMETRY N ﬁ
DEFLECTION , A ARE A m
RECURSIVE 2\ “MAU TAl
PATA ANALYSIS N COMMANP COM! N ppoyecT
) SET ALL “MAU TAI” | prioriTY

PROGRAM I
{ DNl pATA AND CopE TO| apaneep.
« = p/ozm/ oNE on) CHANCE




WHICH WILL DISTRACT
£OULD YU Ak pod ity
T0 MEET ME IN THE
THE MAGNOLIA BUPPY STUCK ALL
FESTIVAL IN THE , BRI ALONE TONIGHT!Z
PARK TONIGHT! } [\ o
apuount! SN TLLCAL g
J cscnezer. ; ‘

’ HE’S A FELLOW
I arcHacoLocIST.
I\ (THOUGH NOT AS

PROFICIENT AT
PHYSICS.)

PLUS YOU’RE
GIVING PAO |
THE NIGHT

OFF!

o/ He's
Sty v/ NEZ’LL UNPER-
ASSISTANT, / :
NOT YOUR Wl stanp iF I'm
House ‘ POSTPONING
MAID... [\ For science.

OR YOUR

NEZZIE...
ZAN MIXEP UP THAT BUT NEZZIE’S
AYURVEDIC HERBAL ¥ HAIR WON'T GeT
JUNGLE BANANA  NICE AND HEALTHY
IF NEZZIE IENORE
NEZZIE TO ZAN’S MEPICINAL Tk PLEASE

use. 8T0P TRYING
PRESCRIPTIONS. 10 GROOM

ME, ZAN.

BRIANNA!
NF!
UNHAND
Me!!!

THERE’'S
OUR &UYS
Now!
MOVE IT!

BRIANNA!
WH-WHAT
ABOUT
S-SCIENCE?




=
—A__J |
r—__J

\ —

NO ONE’S
ABOUT!

MYNNY!

NOW’s OUR
CHANCE! STAY LOW

ANP QUIET!

, REMEMBER, MYNNY...
HMMM! THE DIGGERS FAMILY IS
ANYTHING LISTEP UNPER THE TOP
LOOK TEN MOST PANGEROUS
VALUABLE &00p "PICEONS” IN THE

70 YOU?Z? T THINKING! THIEVES’ GUIPE...

EXCEPT
MAYBE THAT
WEIRP, ROUNP
THING IN THE
case!

ALL RIGHT...

...80 EVERY JUST LIKE WE

WEIRP THING

PLANNEPD...
THEY OWN MUST
STEALTH ANP
BE VALUABLE/! FINESSE/




INTRUPERS?Z

LEVEL ONE “HURT-BOT”
SCAN COMPLETE. SECURITY TEAM PEPLOYED

ZERO THREATS T0 SCENE OF PISTURBANCE.
LocATeP.

COMMAND COoM!
INITIATE PRELIMINARY

SECURITY SCAN! A7-02
ON DUTY.
A7-65 o
READY. .
(o

IT’S A BIT LATE LEVEL ONE SECURITY NO THREATS
OR BASEBALL
ACCIDENT. i
IT CoULD
BE VANDALS
OR...

REPORTING
PISTURBANCE
AS VANPALISM.

WHAT PO YOU
MEAN “NO THREATS”
FOUNPD!!IZ

) \ THERE'S TWO
OF 'EM RIGHT N
Now!

eeek!!! |

HoW pIp THEY
CATCH ON
S0 FAST!Z!

voulKNoW

How!!!



warr!!!

GET BACK
Here!l!

THOSE TWO!
THEY'RE WERE-RATS
FROM PARK HOME...
THE UNPERCITY
OF THIeEVES!

4 I e&oTIT!

INTO THE
TREES ANP

/ BUSHES!
HEY, MIKI!
I &oTIT!

see!?!

WE'LL LOSE
THEM IN--
wuags!!

WAIT FOR
Me--WHOA-
QO0OF!!!

&s! 0z! HURRY!
IF THEY MANAGE
TO OPEN A BLACK
CATE PORTAL TO
PARK HOME, We’LL
NEVER CATCH--




HMM

CATCHING ...WHILE SOLVING
LYCANTHROPIC A SYSTEM ERROR FORTUNATELY,
THIEVES WITH FROM ONE OF THE I’'M 600pP AT
AHILPING MOST STABLE MULTI-TASKING.
SPeLL... COMPUTERS
AROUNP.

COMMANPD COM,
PATCH ME IN
TO0 GINA’S
CELL.

MAI TAI ANALY SIS
COMP--LETE TAl AAN-
MAI-T-- AN--YIPES!!!

w--CcoMe IN
Pe--ACE!

e

...YOU'VE 60T A
FOUR-YEAR-OLP
OLP PROGRAM
OVERFLOWING
JUNK-PATA INTO
EVERY LAST
resoUrRcCE!

. COMEON, ,
MIKI!
come oN/!

7 ...AFTER I PEAL

I'M GOING TO | ¥ WITH YoU Two!

HAVE TO PULL
THE PLUG

MANUALLY ...

THERE!
TWO 6UESTS
FOR THE MAGIC
COUNCIL’S NeW

SUPE]
PHMEO%./!!

QUICK, MYNNY!
H-HIPE THE
evIPeNcell!



I'LL &IVE YOu
N[ RETURN ANY AND H!
EZWA %LEYT?’NE , ALL STOLEN THIS IS ALL
ESCAPE THAT REMS aF e BBl
= !
uNEgETNATE , MISUNDER- WL
. ' STANPING! INNOTHENTH!

AS YOU CAN TELL FROM &
THE ORAL HYGIENE MASKS...
WE JUST CAME FROM OUR--

OUR PENTIST!

MY WIFe

AND...UM... THAT
PARN OLP PENTIST
USEP TOO MUCH
NOVOCAINE...

7.0 MY D-DRUGGED-
UP WIFE THOUGHT WE ,
HAD LOCKED OURSELVES Looks just
OUT OF OUR HOUSE! like our house,
right, honey?
...MY WIFE
STILL HAS A
LITTLE TROUBLE
WITH HER...

(... CLOWING...

...BRIPGE
WORK?

THAT'S--
ONE OF GINA’S
ARTIFACTS!

THE TIBETAN
PREAM COIL OF v-Youve 6ot
KUBLA KAHN!! A SINGULARITY
IT STILL PORTAL TRIGGER
FlhE TN IN YOUR MOUTH!!

SPIT IT oUT
BEFORE--




m OH...0H, No!!!

Y-YOU POOR
souLs!

7

V4 / ...IF IT WORKS
AS IT PIP THE
THAT RELIC... > TIME BEFORE...
\ g )
...YOU'RE

PONE FOR!




HM.

...INTERESTING.

N




THEN START
GRABBING SOME
RANSOM,
HANDPsSOME!!!

OHHHH!

PLEASE PON'T
BE A PREAM!
PLEASE! PLEASE!!
PLEASE, PON'T
BE APREEEAM!!

START
GRABBING,
MIKIH!!

...WHERE
wez

THIS IS

MYNNY...
IS ALL THIS...
TREASUREZ

Yup!
MOUNTAINS

LAKES
ANP MOUNTAINS
/ Fillep witH 1B
9F EOLP CEMSI/

JUST...A HAND-
FUL OF THIS...
15 AKING’S

RANSOM!

...ARE
THOSE THINGS
OVER THERE?Z

RIB BONES?Z

nNO! THIS CANT
BE A DREAM!

I COULP NeVER
HAVE PREAMED OF
THIS MUCH
TREASURE!!

ARE WHO
OWNS THIS

TREASURE?Z

WE’LL BUILP A
CASTLE JUST
FOR US ANP OUR
CHILPREN IN
AMAGIC
KINGPOM...

< W-WHAT
CHILPRENZ?
¢ v

OUR PREAMS
HAVE FINALLY
COME TRUE!

...ANP LIVE
HAPPILY
EVER AFTER
ANP...



FORGIVE ...BUT HEARING
MY rRUPE THAT FROM THE
CHORTLE... BLISSFULLY
wy INCOGNIZANT
/4 .
AFTER”. HMHMHM.

ELPER,
EXTHILION.

POSITION
SHRIKE ON
THE WEST
BALCONY.

ARM HER WITH

A SPECTRAL

GLAVE FROM
MY ARMORY.

HER TARGET WILL
BE THE SHAPOW ELF
NAMEP ECKO ONCE

HE’S IS0LATED.

HAVE THEM T
POSITION ALL PREPARE ngmﬂﬁﬁuaﬁ%g

RANIS, CORSICA ‘ FOR BATTLE IN
A i o T
THE NORTH BY FORM. a
THE VAULT

"y
-
PoorR. ‘ ) 4
I POUBT THE BATTLE f R WHAT IS He
WILL ESCALATE...BUT ) Y POINGZ |
I WANT YOU TO BE : ? =~ C .
v

REAPY IN cAsE
EXTHILION JOINS.




&

A

N
&
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YOU BOTH HAVE ..ON THE YES...YOU’RE

ASTONISHING, 5“%‘}2555"”5 “PLAUSIBLE.” % BOTH VERY, VERY
T MUST SAY. LUeKy”!

WH--WHI
ArRE Youz?

I DOUBT EVEN INPEEP, I POUBT

I WOULP BE ABLE ANYONE, save oy

TO HARM YOU. SOMETHING, YOURSELVES... é, J

SOMEHOW, WOULP
&0 WRONG.
BACKFIRE!

po you

I'M AFRAIP YOU'VE
STOLEN INTO THE
WRONG HOUSE

THIS TIME,
LITTLE MICE.

MY NAME IS
PREAPWING.

-
Y}
v
I AM THE
' MONSTER
LIVING INSIPE -
N\ LITTLE GINA
PIGEERS’

“CLOSET.” / .




s
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I sAIP LET
THEM &0.

QUITE THE
UNEXPECTEP EVEN FOR SOMEONE
SURPRISE, WITH A BIRP’S-EYE
AREN’T VIEW OF TIME ANP
THEY? SPA/ﬁg, LIKe

WE'LL...MAKE...
A...BREAK...FOR...
IT...WHEN...THEIR...
BATTLE...
STARTS!

BUT...pPd...YOU...REALLY...

THINK... THEY'RE.. FIGHTING...
OVER...US7

WH/ISPERINGZ

Mynny, we don’t
need to whisper
when we are using ~
were-rat sign ]
language... ’ —

remember?

[/4
{

Just be still, okay?
And keep your eye

on the old wizard
lady.

The scary man seems
cautious of her...and
it's probably for
a good reason.

Why do were-rats BUT YOU ArRe INDEED
always assume no ‘ CORRECT ABOUT I'p BE Asll-lés ...IF SHE PIPN’T
one else knows MY CAUTION, RICHT NOW... NeeEP ME SOMEPAY

their signal LITTLE MOUSE. SOON...

language?

THE POWER MY
NEMES/S HERE
COMMANPS |3,
FOR THE LACK OF
A BETTER TERM...
TERRIFYING.

...TO HELP

FIGHT THE

MONSTER
IN HER
CLOSET.




SIMPLY PUT,
You’ve BOTH
STUMBLEP UPON
OUR SECRET
GAME OF
CAT ANP
Mouse.

MY APVERSARY
NEEPS ME TO BE
STRONG ENOUGH
TO HELP HeER, BUT
WEAK ENOUGH
T0 CONTROL.

WHICH BRINGS
Us TO THE REASON
SHE’'S HERE.

MY NEMESIS POES NOT
WANT ME FEASTING ON YOU
TWO ANDP ABSORBING YOUR

PELIGHTFULLY POTENT
INFLUENCE ON ALL THINGS

‘PLAUSIBLE”

YOU were
WARNEPD.

ANP, NO POUBT,
SHE ISN'T CRAZY
ABOUT THE IPEA
OF TWO INNOCENT
LIves 60BBLEP
UP BY HER
PET PRAGON,
EITHER.

...LET'S sSHOW
HER EXACTLY




JUST LOOK
AT THE PAIN
YOU'VE CAUSEP,
OH, ANCIENT
ONE...

LISTEN
T0 Me!
BOTH OF

...I THOUGHT You ALWAYs
TOOK STEPS TO INSURE
BYSTANDERS WERE
SAFE FROM THAT
Hurwric ANE-
ALIRA OF YOURrS!

HEeAVENS!
WHATEVER
couLp
BE THE
MATTER?

ESPECIALLY
WHEN CALLING
FORTH ENOUGH

POWER TO HARM
50MEONE/ LIKe

THE COINS IN
YOUR P0OSSESSION

THEY SEAL
Are cUrRseP!

YOU FROM MY
PROTECTION!

YOU MUST PROP
ALL OF THOSE COINS
IMMEPIATELY!

4
PON'T RUN
AWA)’.//./




RHOATON! EED YOUR
~ HELP WiTH THIS
RESCUE!! :

W ccko!ll!

e N\ UNPERSTOOP,
MY LADY.
SHADOW ELF SAGE | ;
AND PERSONAL [
ASSISTANT TO

\THE ANCIENT Y A

ONE.” 4 IT SEEMS YOU

N : /.~ [ Were CORRECT

TO PREPARE US
FOR THIS HOLD FAST
CONTINGENCY! THAT PORTAL,
MASTER

THOSE TWO
SHOULP BE
EASY FOR Me
TO FETCH.

RHOATON:
MASTER ECKO’S
WARP ANP MARTIAL
CHAMPION OF
THE SHAPOW
ELVES.



eckollt
, LOOK
out’l/

[ IF YOU’RE PLANNING
TO HELP YOUR FRIENDS...

...REMEMBER NOT
TO FLEX THAT
MUSCLEBOUNP
AURA OF YOURS!

THOSE POOR LITTLE
S MICE ARE STILL IN
500/5H/N6$PA/VGE./




ecko!
STAY BEHINP
Me!

START PRAINING
MAGIC FROM
RHOATON’S
ATTACKERS!

NEEP YOU TO
FIGHT THOSE
THREE OFF
Now/!l!

All these powerful
beings... are fighting
over us!

ANP NOT AN
EASY VICTORY, I
ASSURE YOU.

CHARMEDP
LIVES ARE
ALL BUT

IMPOSS/BLE
TO K

Please?
we'll...we'll
give back all
of the gold.

We'll do
anything!

Mynny, we
need to get
out of here
immedjately!

LITTLE MICE...
15 MY TRIUMPH!

.”f—u‘

Miki...wh-what's
going to happen?

SOMETHING
ALWAY S sAvES
THEIR PAY.




NO ONE sAave
YOURSELVES
COULP HAVE

EXTINGUISHED

YOUR CHARMEP
Lives...

...BUT WHEN YOoU
TOOK THOSE
COINS...

...YOU WROTE

YOUR OWN
EPITAPHS!

7\

USION;

F Pr==rts
AINECATIVE]JENEREYY

ASSIMICATION]

\TECHINIQUE]
[CREATESIAYCOMRBOSITE]
VAEEECTEDY

THAT
RIAN @R

RREADWINCSIZOWEREU®
Y SICAM @m@m

IMENTAFATTRIBUTES,

DESTROVA ALM05T
M/FLUENGE CNRIB
DIANS

W HOWEVERSTHERE]IS]
aNEZA 7‘7" IR/BUTE,
PREADWINE,
[PACKS™

I've absorbed
their mysterious,
positive influence

on probability.

...IS MINE.




Nl ,’; /h i
Nl 'nn‘(//lll/(
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I SEE NOW... somMe
VICTIMS CAN
SLIP THROUGH

THE CRACKS.

...I CAN’T
PROTECT

EVERYONE

FROM YOU.

BUT TRY
ANYTHING
LIKE THIS AGAIN,
AND I'LL MAKE
THE TIME I RIPPED
YOU FROM YOUR ,
6!:21.51'01; FeeL &
LIKE A PAPER Sy
eur! (>

8
-]
=\
-
o

YOU’RE LUCKY
I Neep You,
PREAPWING.

You’re PAMN )
LUCKY.
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