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ESTIMATEP AT OVER
SEVEN THOUSANP YEARS
oLP, THE RUINS OF
T/UALA IN THE BAJA
CALIFORNIA PESERT ARE
ONE OF THE ONLY
PIECES OF EVIPENCE
OF EARTH’S LOST
AGE!

OUR PROFESSOR, GINA
PIGGERS, CALLS THAT
PERIOP, “THE AGE
OF WONPERS.”
An accurate
title, Alena.

THE ANCIENT WORLP OF
MAGIC IS RISING AGAIN.

ONE ENCHANTEP
POT SHARP AT
A TIME.

ONE UNRAVELLEDP
MYSTERY AT A
TIME.

BUT WHAT I TRULY FINP CURIOUS, V'AYT...
ARE THE ENCHANTED RELICS OF ANCIENT
EARTH HIPING RIGHT UNPER OUR NOSES.

THE ONES WHO STUBBORNLY
CONCEAL THEIR SECRETS WITH
TANTALIZING, TIGHTLY
SEALEP LIPS.




HMHM. EVEN OVERT
FLIRTATION POESN'T
SEEM TO PRAW YOU
FROM YOUR UsSUAL
MELANCHOLY

X PISPOSITION.
I wish you

wouldn’t pick on
\ me, Alena.

YOU'RE S0
\ FRUSTRATING,

V'AYT.
There are plenty of

unidentified forces
at work on that
task already.

ANP I CAN
NEVER QUITE
TELL HOW
YOU’re
FEELING!

WHEN PROFESSOR PIGGERS ASKEP US
BOTH TO LENP OUR EXPERTISE TO THIS, HER
LATEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEPITION,
YOU PIPN’T HESITATE TO VOLUNTEER!

YET, YOU APPEAR
JUST AS BOREDP
NOW As YOU
PIP THEN!

On the contrary. This adventure

has been quite...

WHY, YOU'RE
AS EIPDY AS
A SCHOOLGIRL
OVER THERE,
AREN‘T YOU?

I'M GOING TO
GET A SMILE
FROM YOU ONE
pPAY, V/AYT...

..EVEN IF T
HAVE TO RESORT
TO0 RUBBING MY

cLeavaée IN

THIS YOUR YOUR
PILOT SPEAKIN’!
Heaps up!!!

..BUTY’ALL
SEE THAT

CHECK IT--WE’RE
SIX CLICKS TO
THE EXPEPITION
STAGING POINT...

S0 STRAP IT
IN AND LAY IT
BACK!

AND GET REAPY
T0 PULL ANYBOPY
THAT’S HURT INTO

THE RIPE!

#.

-

Bl& COLUMN
OF SMOKE
COMIN’ FROM
THE CcAMP!Z?

ANP THOSE
EXPLOSIONS
‘N’ SHIZNITZ

THAT AIN’T
RIGHT!




HOLP IT
SOMETHING’S
COMIN’ THIS-- )

/

WHAT THE PUCK

e /
‘ aulle 4




O / 3 o BUT WHY WouLP You
Tt looks to be ...studded with — ' . L EVER NEEP TO LAUNCH
some kind of siege the corpses of... — . | y \ AN ARMY ON AN
weapon... armored soldiers » ARROW?Z

mounted into 4 g This place \
fittings. ; :
o> - Field

was a battle - o
jeld.
\ \\ { \\I\l"”" X
) '//’ \h / i
\ = /¥

The legends Professor
Diggers uncovered about
T'uala suggested that
it “floated” thousands
of years ago.

If you were at
war with Tuala,
a fortress city
in the clouds...

...how else would you
offer battle?

Thus we
face our deadly
challenge...

...archaeology in an ancient,
magical battlefield filled with
unused weapons and "live”
ammunition!

BY FRED PERRY




THERE’S THE |
EXPEDITION
CAMPSITE!

M-MOST LIKELY IN
DEFENSE OF THE
BALLISTA STRUCTURE
THAT JUST SURFACED,
MR. KO--¢¥, ACE!

PHANTOM
WARRIORS...

PIP OUR CLASS
HAVE TO EVACUATE
THE AREA BECAUSE
OF THAT CROSSBOW

BUT WHERE Fomess

| EVERYONE,
VaYT?

I THINK I SeEE A
SPOT TO LAND!

I JUST NEED
TO BANK AROUND
FOR--

CHECK THE
WEIRP HATER-
GHOSTS HOLPIN UP
THEM MEPIEVAL

"NO-PARKIN [
sieNs! £

...MANIFESTING
THROUGH BLACK,
POLISHEP STONES
FIXED INTO
ANCIENT WEAPONS,
STRUCTURES
ANP ARMOR!

I've read scrolls
about those
stones.

They focused
magical light
for knights
known as
"Illusionaries”!




I must
make haste. Thank you for
bringing me
this far,
Mister
Koss. Alena, we
will meet

again later.

Please keep
yourself safe
on your trip
back with
Mister Koss.

...I PIPN’T QUITE HEAR
YOU SAY “I’M THINKING
OF PEPARTING WITHOUT
YOU, S0 KICK ME IN THE

JEWELS TOSTOP ME!”

WOULP You
MIND REPEATING
THAT PLEASE?

G-GETCHALL
@4$4es BACK
IN Here!!!







YOU’RE 80
UNLUCKY,

AND CARELESS!

AND FRUSTRATING!

I'M SAVING
YOU FROM A
DROP INTO A
CHASM FULL 7
OF MAGMA! >
N ' \ ’ > ANP I PON’T
78 / EVEN GET A HALF
OF A &RIN FOR MY
TROUBLE!

FRUSTRATING
INGRATE!!!

I BET YOU'P
SMILE IF T WAS
DOING THIS IN
A LIME-GREEN,
SEE-THROUGH
MICRO BIKINI!

SORRY TO
PISAPPOINT




> LOOK OUT!!
A-ANOTHER
vaLLey!!!

But not
truly aimed
at us,
Alena.

The Illusionaries’
archers were precise
marksmen!

These are
merely phantoms
of defenders
aiming at targets
they spotted
eohs ago!

By coming into
the line of sight
of armed and




3 4
N A-A CHAIN ‘3\\\
\ cencrionz P

N-now hurry,
Alena.

Secure an
entrance into
the stronghold.

See if you can

locate a sign of

our professor's
class.

H-hurry.
Th-there's
little time...
to lose. A

Alera, I
wish you
wouldn't--

detonated, )
justasan a
upattended
ammunition
depot
would.

Without a controller,
explosive magic is as

much a hezard to the
weapont as it is to
the targef...

...0r so suggests my
expertise on the

I-I'll look
for clues
here...
Hurry,
please.

YOU’RE HURT,
AREN’T YOU!
LET Me see!
I'LL 6ROW AN
ALOE LEAF To

HELP HEA--

You’re so0
FRUSTRATING,
v'aYT!

ANP CARELESS!

PEAR ME!

THAT’S WHAT YOU
GET FOR WEARING

ZLOoTHING WITHOUT
UNPERGARMENTS!

AND NAUGHTY!

BUT THIS

TIME YOU’RE
Lucky!

THERE! A NICE,
COMFORTABLE,
WOVEN PAIR OF -



N Yp_pon‘T 7
WORRY, V'AYTH!
"R AW, Yeau! eaT THE | WHaT'p You BUT I BROUGHT SOME ECLIPSE
AR PELUXE CHERRY | score, KYLIE! ) ApocaLYPsE-sTOPPER BREATH
,f'ét’&?gﬁ,‘ﬁ g}’,i MINTS FOR YOU WHEN I SAW YOU
» !/
WITH EXTRA GET THAT HOTPOG, ELROY!
ONIONS! SERIOUSLY!!!

b

Z

ALL RIGHT! LET'S KEEP WE STILL HAVE
A MOUNTAIN OF
THIS SNACK BREAK AS
SURVEY DATA
SHORT AS POSSIBLE, vy pai
eLass.

I PONT THINK I’P BE
POING MY JOB AS YOUR
SCIENTIFIC EXPEPITION’S
OFFICIAL BOPYGUARP
IF I PIPN’T POINT OUT
THAT CLOUP OF SMOKE
RISING ABOUT TWENTY
MILES AWAY...WHERE
OUR CAMP SITE 1572

MY OMEGA-
” 03";37’:5) " SEISMIC DISRUPTER!
YGENIUS”Z THE ONE THAT WAS

\ Al SUPPOSE TO HELP
US PIé UP ARROW-

‘ HEADS AND POT

SHARPS...

...BUT WAS REALLY,
REALLY G00P AT
TOASTING THOSE

POP-TARTS WE
ATE EARLIER THIS
MORNING...?  f

..T LEFT IT ON. Y




WELL, IF YOU CAN
THINK OF A BETTER
EMERGENCY CODE
PHRASE THAT MEANS
SEeAL “GET IN THE CAR
QUICKLY, WE'RE

WOULP KEEP ”
LEAVING!” THEN
JHE e 1P LIKE TO

"WheN weRe. HeaE 1T
ouT IN
pUBLIC,
GINA!

00! 00!
CAN I BE
PANTHRO?Z?

AHA! COMING
AROUNP, T
See...

MYy
INTUITIVE ANP
IMPROVISEDP CPR
PROCEPURE WAS
A COMPLETE
success! IALSO
PATCHEP
YOUR
BRITCHES.

Be
GRATEFUL.




We're inside?
Inside the
Fortress?

I NOTICEDP THAT
FRAGMENTS OF THE
SHATTEREP BLACK

ROCK CONTAINING
ILLUSIONARY

THAT’S CORRECT,
V'AYT. I HAP TO
MOVE US.

SOME FRAGMENTS
WERE REFORMING

INTO NeW
sLATES!

WEAPON MAGIC WERE

BEGINNING TO
Move!

IMAGINE THAT, )

IT'S S0
MYSTERIOUS,
VAYT!

IT’S LIKE WE'RE

V'AYT!

WwE were sTILL
ENPANGEREP OUT
THERE NEAR THE CRENELS
OF THE OUTER
DEFENSE WALL.

AFTER THOUSANPS
OF YEARS, THIS
FORTRESS IS STILL
SUCH A THREAT!

EXPLORING THE RUINS

OF A HISTORY
CHRONICLEP BY
TOLKIEN OR
C.5. LewWIs!

You’re $0
PARANOID,
VAYT!

NO ONE IS
"PAWING”!

I'M JUST TENPING TO
MY LAB PARTNER’S
BRL)ses!

MY HEALING
CACTUS STIMS

A battle lost
to the pages of
history.
REMOVING Unrecorded,
forgotten, and

1S TRICKY. now, rediscovered!

A rare opportunity
for novice archaeologists
such as ourse--

--I do wish you'd
stop pawing me,
Alena.

IT'S PURELY
AESCULAPIAN
ATTENTION,
I ASsSURE

) Sigh of Z
7 defeat. ~




NO SIGN OF
PROFESSOR
PIGGERS OR
OUR OTHER

CLASSMATES,

HOWEVER.

A WONPER OF
THE ANCIENT
WORLD!
ane We
PISCOVERED
i 7]

IF YOU'RE
THRILLED, ACT
THRILLED!

CHeeR!

THEY MAY HAvVE
BEEN AWAY FROM
CAMP WHEN THIS

STRUCTURE SPROUTEDP

FROM BENEATH

THE GROUNP.

I--I THINK...WE...
MAY BE THE FIRST
PEOPLE TO SET FOOT
INTO THIS FORTRESS
FOR THOUSANPS
OF YEARS!

Indeed.
I can hardly
contain my
excitement.

YOU’RE SO
FRUSTRATING,
V/AYT.

...actually...this is
my first field
expedition...
I'm not sure
how I should
react.

F-for as
long as T
can remember,
I've been
indoors
with books.

Longing
to travel.
To explore.




/\\ BUT...WHO COULD
POSSIBLY HOLD
WAS HE.. ANYONE AS STRONG

(i A& SOMEONE’S
‘ = AND AS INTELLIGENT
PRISONER? = INTELL

OR...
1) worse?z?

- ¥
l‘
" Y ) Poor
V/AYT.

There are so many
questions for which

long-lost fact...
long-lost answers... I have no answers
whatsoever.

is archaeology. 7 You seem to enjoy
our field of science

And you, much more than

But soon, I'll be able to A ,e,{a? I do..
search for those answers
properly...as a true ...as though
archaeologist. you were entertained
by every aspect.

INPEED.

The search for

I'Ve BEEN AN
ARCHAEOLOGIST
SINCE BEFORE I

KNEW WHAT AN
ARCHAEOLOGIST
was!

PLANTS USUALLY
BACK HOME, T LIKE TO CHAT
WAS A BIT OF AN ABOUT WHAT

OPPBALL...eVEN THEY'RE SITTING
AMONG A RECLUSIVE ON TOP OF.
AFRICAN TRIBE OF
TELEKINETICS. !

-

I WAS THE
WEIRPO WHO SPOKE
TO LEAVES ANP
LISTENEP TO
REEPS.

LOST 6UIPE STONES.
ANCIENT CONCH HORNS.
STONES FROM
TEMPLES LONG

BACK HOME, MY
CURIOSITY ANP
UNUSUAL TALENT

EARNEP ME THE
LABEL OF “TRIBE
LUNATIC”.

BUT IN OUR
PROFESSOR'S
APVANCED
éLass, I'm
EARNING MY

TE]

MAS
PEGREE WITH
HONORS!

ALONGSIPE
MY APOREDP
FeELLOW



50, V'AYT...
LET’S COMPARE
NOTES.

WHAT pPoES
YOUR ARCANE
EXPERTISE TELL
YOU ABOUT
THIS FORTRESSZ?

WELL, THERE ISN'T
MUCH FLORA ALIVE
HERE FOR ME TO EXCEPT
QUESTION. THE MOSS.

THEY SAY...

Explosive
magic.
Displacement
magic.
Illusionary
magic.

I sense violent
magic. Potent.
Waiting.

A stockpile held
in check even after

all this time. In the "Age of

Wonders”, this
fortress could
teleport to
locations across
the world to
unleash its
weapons.

And yet it
was utterly

conquered and
entombed
beneath the
earth.

ANP I’VE NEVER
GOTTEN STRAIGHT
ANSWERS FROM
Moss.

( LeT’s see...

"A FLEXIBLE STONE...
WAITS FOR A MOMENT LONG PASSEP...
TREMBLING IN THE PARK."

"THE HEART OF THESE WALLS...
MOURNS [TS VICTORIOUS FOE...
YET PENIES PEFEAT.”

AS IF I PON'T
SOUNP ABSURP
ENOUGH INTERPRETING
FOR VEGETATION.

Moss... speak
in haiku?




BUT AT LEAST IT
WASN’'T A BONSAI
TREE...ZUGH!Z

I SOUNP LIKE
A SIXTIES BEATNIK
WHEN I INTEPRET
FOR THEM!

AND THERE’S NO
BACKING OUT OF IT!
THEY WANT YOU TO
EXPRESS THEIR
Moop PRECISELY!

HAVE YOU EVER
TRIED TO GET INFORMATION
FROM A MISQUOTED, IRATE

CHERRY BONSAI--



[ PriNce Nmmr
\ RaTHaLoN. L o

PEAR
BROTHER.

I WARNEDP

FORGIVE ME...

I BEGGED...
I PLEADED WITH
YOU NOT TO
TOUCH THE
TREASURE OF
TUALA...

...THE ENIGMA
OF ITS TEMPLE. ; .

=" YOU, BROTHER.
we ALL
WARNEP YOU.

N poNT Yo‘UtPAzé s
_ HuRT HIME!




I'LL HOLP
IT OFF WITH
MY GRASS

BLAPES!

I NEVER HOPEP
TO PEFEAT YOUR
ARMIES...

...BUT I KNEW YOU
WOULP INVAPE

MY FORTRESS,
BROTHER!

I KNeW YOU
WouLP NOT
ABANPON MY
SOUL TO THE

CRUELTY OF
YOUR POWER!

FORGIVE ME! Y
I’'Ve USEP YOUR
MERCY AS BAIT [

FOR THIS TRAP!!! |

Alenal It's
Just as with
the archers

defending the

This phantom princess
is attacking a foe it
perceived

of years ago!

And again, we
are in the path
of destriiction!







/, 2
WHAPPUP, Y’ALL? TROUBLEZ

TIME TO TAKE
MY SHIZNIT
OFF AND cET
MY HERO
ON!

GET POWN!
LAY BACK!

N 1L Keep
0\ emIN JUMPY




GALARIPA!
INTERCEPT!

7 2

I-I'm caught!

. a-and I can't

BN find the--the
{ strength to

BROTHER...
FAREWELL.




CH-CHEETS! /
I'LL LET YOU KNOW ’
AFTER I CHANGE ( . ; GINA! I HOPE YOU

MY JOCKEYS! g . &OT AN [PEA OF HOW

,! TO HANPLE THIS!



!

I WAS THINKING
OF TRYING,

THIs

score ONE
MORE For THe
BRAINY LITTLE
GAL WITH THE
PLUNGER
GUN!

IS EVERYONE
ALL RIGHT?Z
ANYONE
HURT?

TWO PATIENTS
OVER HERE,
GINA.




ONE OF YOUR THE OTHER IS SHE'LL Neep
STUPENTS IS STUCK INJUREP FROM TO SEE A POCTOR
IN A WEAKNESS SOME KINP OF FOR STUFF I

GLYPH TRAP. FORCE wAvE. CAN’T HeAL...
TWO BROKEN
RIBS.
FRACTURED
Is that what % METACARFPALS.
I'm caught in? e

WE'VE PICKED UP
A FEW TRICKS FROM
YEARS OF APVENTURING
GINA, BUT I NEVER REALLY
&OT A CHANCE TO
PRACTICE VOIP CLAW

HEALING MAGIC.

Professor...
I was the Alena followed
ena followe,
THEN T WON'T FEEL one who to keep me
GUILTY ABOUT ASSIGNING \ safe.
SOME REMEPIAL WORK ¥
CONCERNING THE PANGERS g ‘ Only I am
OF RUSHING INTO A \ deserving of
SITE UNPREPARED. 3 your rebukes.

— ~ ) 7
And to any punishment, 7 O IS THAT ¥

T will gladly submit... N\ ~ ASMILE,
for I am grateful \ b « VAYTZ
to you for arriving You saved us You saved AN . 14 ot

from my mistakes. " 41ona

SUCH AN ANP IT WAS
Er... could s-- ADORABLE BECAUSE YOU
/A someone help SMILE AS "W\ were reLievep
@&} me out of this FOR Me?Z?
/ \ ) :
N\ glyph trap?

STAY RIGHT |
THERE, V'AYT!
WHEN I RECOVER, I'D
LIKE AN UP-CLOSE
INSPECTION! s




ILL ENTRANCE, &INA, WHAT'S WRONGZ
AS ALWA-- WHAT’S 60T YOU

ALL THINKIN’,
HOMEGIRL?

ITS ERUPTION TO
THE SURFACE COULPN’T
POSsSIBLY HAVE BEEN
CAUSEP BY MY “MAKESHIFT
POP-TART WARMER”
AS I ORIGINALLY
HYPOTHESISED.

T'UALA, THE FOCUS OF OUR
CURRENT EXPEPITION, IS
BURIEP UNPER MILES
OF EARTH.

CHAINEDP AS THOUGH
IT COULP SOMEHOW
ESCAPE ITS TOMB!

YET THIS FORTRESS
HAS CHAINS AS WELL!

CHAINS WHICH APPEAR

TO HAVE BEEN SEVEREP,
THUS ALLOWING THIS
STRUCTURE TO
RESURFACE!

WHAT IS T'UALA’S
SECRET?

ANDP WHAT RELEASEDP
THIS PART OF THAT
SECRET...?

..ANP WHY?Z



POOR MERKLIA
1S FREE OF MY

CURSEP POWER...

IAM éeLAP
FOR HER.

o/

BUT I MUST
BE CERTAIN.

I MUST BE
CAUTIOUS, OR
ALL THAT I HAVE
FOUGHT ANP
SUFFEREP FOR
1S LOST.

BEFORE I TAKE
MY FINAL RISK...

...I MUST pevise
ANOTHER TRIAL!
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