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MY NAME IS PR. GINA BABETTE PIGGERS,
ARCHEOLOGIST OF MYTH AND LEGEND.

ANP, AT THIS VERY MOMEI
I’M ON ANOTHER WORL,

-..WITHIN A COMPLETELY
PIFFERENT REALM OF
EXISTENCE...

MA'AM,
CONTROLLEP-
POINT HEAT-
SHIELP BREACH
ESTABLISHEP.

SETTING MAGNETIC
BOTTLE FACTOR TO
TEN POINT SIX...

ARE THESE
NEW SETTINGS
APEQUATE?

...SWIMMING THROUGH
AN OCEAN OF MOLTEN

EWWW! ALITTLE
TOO HIGH... GIMME
POINT ZERO TWO
Less.
THERE!
&O0p JOB,
6ESPIE.

SHOOT!
T00 CRISPY ON
THE EPGES.

INGREPIENTS
CONJURED.

LIKE MINE
‘rAReE.”



BL&;{'E HOW &00p
QUESTION ARE YOU AT
BRIT’ AND WHIPPIN’ UP
I WONpEREp A BOWL OF
REMAINS, CAPN
CRESCENS... \_ & :
$-S0RRY

TURBULENCE.

HIPING OUT
POWN HERE IS
STILL PRETTY
RISKY.

IF ONLY THOSE
PYNASTY OR
ABYSSALISK

BULLIES IN ORBIT

WOULP HURRY

UP ANP FINISH

BUT, GETTING
BACK TO THE
...CRESCENS, YOU IMPORTANT

WEREN'T THAT MUCH TOPIC...
BETTER THAN ME AT
CONVERTING ETHER INTO
EDPIBLE “SPELL-MANA
RICE CAKE PATTIES”
THE LAST TIME
I saw You.

WHEN PIP YOU
LEARN HOW TO
“KICK IT UP A
NOTCHZ”

V7 7\ %\



IT IS A SPECIAL
ETHER-TO-MATTER piéfwlfﬁ Z?iiiély

CONVERSION
TECHNIQUE. SILIATHIP WOMAN...

...WHEN HER AURA SHATTERED
AS SHE WAS PULLEP INTO
A SOUL FURNACE WITH
THE REST OF HER
TRIBE...

.AFTERILEP A
PYNASTY PLATOON IN
PESTROYING HER
VILLAGE.

WHAT
HAPPENEP?

WHAT pIp THE
PYNASTY PO
ToYOU?Z

ALL THAT TRULY
REMAINS OF THE
PYNASTY HERE IN
QUASI-SPACE...

...IS THE LONE
FORTRESS SHIP
THEY ABANPONED.




THERE WAS A
GREAT EXOPUS

LONG, LONG

AGO. BEGINNING WITH

THE APPEARANCE OF

A COSMIC BEACON,

OR COMET THAT

SOAREP THROUGH

QUASI-SPACE.

...ALONG WITH THE
ANCIENT RACE

[ THe siena WHO EXCLUSIVELY
| eLowep wiTH UTILIZED THOSE

UNIQUE BUT SPECTRUMS...

COLORS ONcE
BELIEVED
EXTINGUISHEP
FOREVER...

FAMILIAR l THE GARPENERS. ,

A HASTY PURSUIT
OF THE SIGNAL COMET

COMMENCEP... ...ANP JUST AS QUICKLY
AND MYSTERIOUSLY
AS THEY APPEARED
COUNTLESS AGES AGO,
THE FELL TRIBE OF
GARDENERS VANISHED
FROM QUASI-SPACE!

BATTERED AND
CRIPPLED FROM
AN EARLIER BATTLE
AGAINST A MULTITUPE
OF ABYSSALISK
BROOD FAMILIES...
KIA’S HUSK-FRAME
WAS T00 WEAK TO HeAL
IN TIME FOR SUCH A
PIFFICULT JOURNEY.

THE FORTRESS’S

BUT WHAT
SYMBIOT CONTROL
AURA WAS IN SHOOK KIA TO

THE CORE WAS
EYEN WaRae OVERWHELMING
: ANXIETY AND
PESPAIR.

UNFORTUNATELY,
SOME THINGS WERE
LEFT BEHINP PURING
THE EXOPUS.

FEELINGS WHICH
WERE ALIEN TO A LIVING
GALACTIC SIEGE ENGINE,
YET ALL TOO FAMILIAR
TO A TINY CHILP
ABANPONEP IN
THE WILPD.




AGES PASSED, AND
KIA WAS ABLE TO BUT ITS FEARS
KIA’S STRENGTH WAS CREATE A MIGHTY = WERE NO LESS
RESTORED AS ITS SOUL arMapA FoR [\ PIMINISHED.
FURNACES CONSUMEDP T PROTECTION. .
AND REFORGED ALL »
LESSER BEINGS
UNFORTUNATE ENOUGH
TO BE PETECTED. J

IT WANTED
KIA WAS STILL LOST A CAPTAIN.

\ WITHOUT THE PYNASTY BUT NONE IN
\ TO GUIDE IT. QUASI-SPACE

WAS SUITABLE.

...NONE UNTIL
OUR PARTY'S KIA FELT MY PRESENCE Y 101 0mep CIA SENT HIS | TO REFORGE US

AN RECOGNIZED ME AS IN ITS STRONGEST
ARFIYAL, ONE TOUCHED BY THE A M ane - S0UL FURNACE,
ENEREY OF ITS BUNASTY S
A GAOBLIN TAKE ME...AND MY
CREATORS. AND A COMPANIONS.
PRIESTESS!

KIA WAS NO
LONGER UNSURe § NO LONGER
OR CONFUSED. AFRAIP. 4

IN Mg, IT HAP A TEACHER
A CAPTAIN TO 10 GUIDE ITS
STEER ITS EROWTH.

HELM.

A SLAVE TO
HOLD ITS
» LEASH.

OFOUR ORIGINAL Y | - J uJonis
PARTY, ONLY BRITANNY | STILL A
ESCAPED KIA'S ) v PRISONER.
ELITE CAPTAINS. * ; i
KIA SEEMS
TO HAVE FOUND
A FORM OF w
\ ENTERTAINMENT... /.

...IN REAPING
JON’S PAGES.




THE LAST I saw
OF JON, KIA’S CONTROL
AURA HAP HIM AS A
PERSONAL POSSESSION.

KIA WAS INTENT
ON STUPYING
1 ALL OF JON’s
“"GUARPIAN POLL”
CHAPTERS.

T0 RESCUE JON,
WE WOULP HAVE
TO0 CONFRONT
KlA ANDP
ALL OF ITS
ARMAPA.

A-AN ARMAPA THAT
GREW INPESCRIBABLY
POWERFUL THANKS
TO ME...

€OULP YOU TWO ;
SLOW DOWN A - ; WHATE A

SECOND?Z "GUARPIAN
poLL”?

AND WHY ARE WE
TALKING “pSSAULT
AND 7 WHEN
WE’RE JUST BARELY
SQUEAKING BY WITH
YESCAPE” THANKS TO
THIS NicE “SAFE”
MAGMA OCEANZZ7

X More THE MOON’S
MA TURBULENCE? MAGNETIC
\ FIELD SHIFTED!

6ESPIE? \ S-SOMETHING HUGE
1 1S APPROACHING
THE OUTER
ORBIT!

' wHaT’s
GOIN’ ON,




WHAT’S THERE'S A
HAPPENING VIEWER NEAR
OUT THEREZ g THE CONFLICT,
| ‘ Ma‘am!

CAN’T YOU GET
ME ALINK TO
AN ARTIFICER

NOPE, 6ESPIE?

$-50 THAT'S
WHAT HAPPENED
T0 “NAG”!

LINK
ESTABLISHED!

IT'S JUST AS Bl&
AS THE FIRST
MECA-ABYSSALISK!

HOW IN THE WORLD )2/"
DID THAT GET
CONVERTED!Z

KIA HAP ME LEAP ITS
FORCES IN SURPRISING
ANP SUBPUING THE
GREAT ABYSSALISK
PATRIARCH.

OUR VICTIM
WAS BUTCHEREP
ANP EACH PIECE

REFORGEPD.

I sUPERVISEP
THE RE-ASSEMBLY
OF THOSE PleceS
INTO THAT
WEAPON.

WHEN MY
PEOPLE SERVED
THE PYNASTY,
OUR TASKS
INCLUPEDP
CAPTURING
LARGE

TARGETS. 5\

/ ESPECIALLY ONES

PRIPEFUL ANP
CARELESS OF
AMBUSH.




THE ABYSSALISK
PATRIARCH LRUELLY
LSED AGAINST THE
MATRIARCH...

...IT SEEMS KIA
HAS AN OLP
VENPETTA TO
SETITLE.

TRUE, THOSE ABYSSALISKS
WERE ON US LIKE RABIP ALIENS
ON A SIGOURNEY WEAVER-
FLAVOREP SNAUSAGE

JUST AN HOUR AGO... 4

THE CRAFT PESIGNATEP
PYNASTY FORTRESS KIA
SEEMS TO HAVE A
NETWORK OF THEM
AS PART OF IT'S
INFRASTRUCTURE.

HOLP ON! Zoom
INTO THE CORNER
OVER HERE...
THE REP 6LOW!

...I MEAN--
THAT'S JUST
EXTRA-POUBLE-
GRINCH
maLiclous!!!

MA'AM... T THINK...
I THINK I’VE PETECTEP
A “CIGA-ENGINE” IN THE
IMMEPIATE AREA.

BRIT!!!

GET A LoAP ONCE WE GET
OF THAT! THE PROPER
- i COORPINATES
FROM THE
ARTIFICER

A COMPLETE
BETA-ENGINE
WARP PRIVE
TRAIN!

NOPES, WE'RE
HITCHIN’ US A
RIPE HOME! A

Now...
HOW PO YOU
CARJACK
A DEATH
STAR...




ZOOMING
IN, BRIT’

SOMEONE’S
ON THE HULL
OF THE
FORTRESS!

THAT'S KIA’S
\ CONTROL AURA. B

...THEY WERE UNPER
MY COMMANP BEFORE
GINA RESCUEP ME!

/ anp BY THE
LOOKS OF KIA'S
REACTION...

...AS WELL AS THOSE ”
WARRIORS POINTING
POWN TO THIS MOON... |

...I THINK WE JUST y Y we'
WITNESSED KiA =741 s o
LEARNING OF MY y HEEERRRE...
ESCAPE.




SEVERAL GROUPS
HAVE SPLIT OFF
FROM THE
APPROACHING

INSTEAD OF SEIZING
AN IMPORTANT
STRATEGIC
OPPORTUNITY...

...INSTEAP OF
VANQUISHING
AN ARCH FOE...

...KIA IS
PISENGAGING!

IGNORING THE
BATTLE ANP
COMING AFTER
ME!

BUT SURELY,
I’M NOT THAT
IMPORTANT!

-..SPLINTEREP INTO
ARCS TWENTY PEGREES
FROM PESCENT PATH
IN MULTIPLE HEAPINGS.

A SEARCH
PATTERN.

KIA... ISN'T
LETTING ME

THIS SHOULD §




...I PON'T
KNOW ABOUT
THAT, CRES. -

CHECK oUT

WHATS HAPPENING

ON THE “ORBIT cAM!”

I DON'T
UNPERSTAND.

THE FORTRESS WANTED
MY GUIPANCE WITH
MILITARY STRATEGY.

BUT THE MATRIARCH
WAS THE ONLY FOE
IT NEEPEDP ME FOR.

WELL, KIA'LL
NEVER FIND
Us POWN
HERE!

MEANWHILE,
We KNow EXACTLY
WHERE KIA IS
LOOKING, THANKS
TO OUR SECRET
ARTIFICER VIEWER
NETWORK.

THAT'S WHY
WE SUNK INTO
THE MAGMA
IN THE FIRST
PLACE...

NOW THAT
KIA’S BACK
1S TURNEP...

KiA
POESN'T
SEEM TO

CARE ABOUT
THAT FIGHT
ANY MORE!

we’re
..JUST IN case PRETTY MUCH
SOMETHING UNTOUCHABLE,
CAME LOOKING 6UYs.
FOR US.




WHY, OH, WHY, OH, WHY
PO YOU SAY CRAP
LIKE THAT WHENEVER - RECHARGE
WE’RE KNEE PE}E}P7 ANP REPAIRS
IN THE HOOPLAZ?7
WHATZZ / COMPLETE,
WHADISAY 2

BECAUSE I'VE LeAvE
60T A CUNNING EVERYTHING

!
PLAN! 70 Bié  mmeroraLiTie
4 GAME OF “HACK

SINCE I CONVERTEP CHEETS! THE CALACTIC
FORTRESS ALIN”

THAT SOUL FURNACE
INTO GESPIE’S
TRANSFORMABLE
SUPER-ROBOT
BODY...

...THE
TECHNOLOGY AT
OUR COMMANPD IS
TOTALLY COMPATIBLE
WITH PYNASTY
EQUIPMENT!




WAY TO PROP THE
BALL ON SECURITY,
GESPENST!!!

THAT IS WHAT RIO, \
£ LORD FATHER OF THE \
L\ DYNASTY, caLLeEp ME T

\ LONG a0, LapY ‘¢ia. )

BEFORE THE

¥ —
W, ” WHEN RIO
PENASTY "WAS WAS MY BELOVEP

'Bl& BROTHER”.

KlA IS RIO'S
STARSHIP.






I MAY BE A BIT
ABSENT-MINPEP WITH
PETAILS LIKE “FIRE
WALL PROTECTION” OR
USING “WINDOW
PAIN EM-EE” FOR
LITTLE GESPIE'S
NETWORK 0.5...

NO wAY YOU’re
ORPERING THIS
SHIP T0 THE
SURFACE
WITHOUT MY
sAY-50!

M-MA’AM! LOOK!!!
INTRUPER ON
pECK!! BOOT BACK

\/ ...T N‘T ’ I WASN'T
N JUST A TOOL MERELY ITS

STRATEGIST!

ANP REP-BOY, YOU'P
BETTER THINK AGAIN
IF YOU’RE PLANNING
TO OVERRIPE MY
SHIP’S VITAL
sYsTems!

NICE OF
You 70

ToUs,
ALPHA-

...BUT THE VITALS
LIKE SHIELPING ANP
ENGINE CONTROL
ARE LOCKEP TO
MY COMMANP
s0, vBBBBT!!

e~







KlA I8 TOO
FURIOUS... TOO
PANICKED TO
REASON WITH
Now.

ANY QUESTIONS
I HAP FOR KIA
WILL HOLP...

FIGHT OUR WAY
THE HECK OUTTA

WE MUST
, DEPART
IMMEDIATELY.

...SHOULP our
PATHS CROSS
AGAIN.
)/

/4




GINA! EVEN IF we

CAN BREAK OUT,

How po We 6ET
AWAYZ?

i/ THEY'LL Use

MAGIC TO
Keep up!

MAGIC FOLLOWS

THE RULES IN

QuAasi-spPACE,

BRIT... IT'S

THIS REALM’S

“NATURAL /
Law”!
A N

BUT I'M
A SCIENTIST...

A PHYSICIST!

ANP AROUNP HERE,
MY EQUIPMENT ANP
I ARE ACTUALLY
“SUPERNATURAL”!

AROUNP HERE,
I GET TO CHEAT!

I'LL BE MORE

THAN HAPPY TO
SHOW YOU SINCE
YOU’RE LOOKING
FOR A BATTLE!

ACCESS PORTS
LOCKEP POWN,

EXTERNAL

&00P... REP BOY IS
TOO FAMILIAR WITH THIS
HARPWARE TO TAKE
ANY MORE CHANCES.



M-MA‘AM!
YANK UuP ;

THOSE SECTORS

EVERYTHING IN ARE IMPOSS—-

Use THE THE SECTORS I'M
TRACTOR BEAM  PESIGNATING!
IN PHALANX

*YUP... GINA STILL THINKS
M.J. I8 TOO COOL FOR SCHOOL.




WHAT IN THE
WORLP?Z

OH wWow,
mMA’AM!
COOLNESS!!!

GINA! HOW IS
YOUR ROBOT
POIN’ THAT?

THE NATURAL
MASS AROUND
HERE ACTS
NORMALLY...
...UNTIL I INFLUENCE
IT WITH MY “eviL
NEWTONIAN-LAW
WITCHCRAFT...

...FORCING ANY
AFFECTEDP MASS
TO PUPLICATE
THE MASS OF ME
AND MY GEAR!

ONCE THE TRACTOR-
OSFOMEXTET?EY? 7/(1536 BEAM LETS 60, THE
TRACTOR BEAM... MASS GOES BACK
NO MATTER HOW T0 "NORMAL”
BIG OR SMALL... BU,T KEEPS ALL OF
WEIGHS AS MUCH IT'S MOMENTUM...
AS MY GESPIE!

...AND KEEPS
ALL THE FUN
THAT 60ES
WITH IT!

WHAT WE Neep IS
A BIG OL’ PIECE OF
MASS TO PLAY
GUINEA PIG!

...YOU WOULPN’T
MINP, WouLP
You!'z




7 AMONG LITTLE SISTER'S B

' FIRST LESSONS 70 ME ’...WHEN ITS
WAS THAT AN ENEMY WILL WEAKNESSES
TRY ITS BEST T0 APPEAR /)W | ARE MOST

STRONG... _Z MU\ VULNERABLE! 4

-

BOTH LITTLE SISTER
/ ANP HER TRAITOROUS
[ COMPANION, “LAPY ‘GlA”,
HAVE “INTELLECT
FORTRESSES” ANP
“THOUGHT PROTECTION
ARMOR” ENCHANTMENTS

7 THEY ARE UNPOUBTABLY
SHIELPING THE STRONGEST...
ANP YET MOST VULNERABLE

FIGHTER..."LAPY GINA”!

ELITE GUARP, ALL OF
YOUR STRENGTH... ALL OF
YOUR SKILL SHOULP
FOCUS ON THIS...

MY COMMANP!

" ...BUT NOT FOR
THEMSELVES...
THEIR SKILL KEEPS
THEM SAFE FROM
MENTAL ATTACK.

SISTER OR “LAPY 'GIA”
FALL, THE BATTLE IS
OVER.

NEXT... "¢00PBYE CRUEL PIMENSION...”
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