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6ESPIE!

1 £OULD REALLY
USE SOME 600P
NEWS ABOUT
NOW...

HOW’S THAT
PATA ANALYSIS
ON OUR SITUATION
COMING ALONG?

ASIPE FROM
THE FACT
THAT WE’RE
COMPLETELY
SURROUNPEPD... |

«.BY A WHOLE
SQUAPRON OF
PARANOID
SCHITZOPHRENIC
PARTH MAULS
N\  AND THEIR 7

SRANDMA: *QUEEN
MALEFICENT
. VON LAZERGRIP"!
[




GINA, WHATEVER
YOU PO, PO NOT
INTERFERE IN
THIS BATTLE!

I WANT YOU
TO STAY BEHIND
ME AND KEEP
YOUR Bl&, ECEY
HEAP POWN!!!

THE LAST
THING I Neep
1S YOU TRIPPING
ME UPIN A
MAGE PUEL!

Hey!

I’M A GENIUNE
CHAMPION
MAGIK THE

COLLECTING-

SLASH-OH’YUGI-

SLASH-HEROIC

i CLICKER
PLAYER!!!

IF THERE’S ONE
THING T KNOW,
17’8 maeic
STRATEGY!!!

POSTULATING
THOSE GAMES
CLOSELY FOLLOW
ACTUAL MAGICAL
COMBAT
SITUATIONS,
OF COURSE...

...T WISH T KNeW
WHAT THE HECK
YOU’RE TALKIN’

ABOUT, sis...

...BUT I’M GONNA
ASSUME THE WORLPS
SMARTEST PUMB-@$$
POESN’T HAVE A CLUE...
AS USUAL.

IT’S THE LOCAL
NUCLEOSYNTHETIC —-1'LL
BOHR MAGNETONIC expLAIN

PHASE SPACE LATER!

SAMPLE OF--

MA'AM, T'VE
COMPUTED THE
PHYSICS INPEX
FOR THIS REGION
OF QUASI-
spACE!

YPHYSICS
INPEXZY

HUH?Z?
WHAT’S THAT
sUPPOSE TO

‘HEARD

RAPIATION 57.6

GRAVITRON: .02 F--FIFTY-

THAT!!! & M| cHRONOTRON: 1.002 seveN
o . o
eesPie!
YOU'RE
KIPDING!Z
JUST YOU WAIT
UNTIL WE GET
'?.:§\ OUTTA THIS
eV eEm e
- - -



BRITANNY... THE
ENEMY APPROACHES.
THE ENEMY OF ALL

THAT LIVES.

THERE IS NO PROTECTION
FOR LESSER CIVILIZATIONS
SAVE ONE...TO JOIN WITH
THE CHILPREN OF RI...
THE PYNASTY OF
STARS!

HENCE, IT IS
THE PIRECTIVE OF
FATHER RIQ... THAT
ALL ARE PRESERVED

AND REFORGEP
IN THE GREAT
FURNACE OF

souLs!

I WILL BRING
YOU T0 THE
FLAMES,

YOU wiLL
JOIN THE
FAMILY, AND
TOGETHER,
WE WILL
SAVE ALL
THAT
EXISTS!

WELL, How

YOU GONNA PO -
ALL THAT, ..WHILE I’M CHANGING
CRESCENS... YOU BACK TO NORMAL
WITH THE RIGHTEOUS

FRIENPSHIP MAGIC OF A

“JUSTICE CHEETAH”

BEAT-POWN!Z?



WHEN THEY HAP ‘
Us CORNERED ANP ey’ ...WHEN YOU
YOU PUSHEP ME & sT7AYED BACK
TO GET AWAY... TO HOLP THEM

\ﬂ

...YOU sWOREe YOU

HADP A WAY OUT
OF THAT TRAP, &
CRESCENS!!! YOU PROMISEDP
THEY WOULPN’T
GET You!!! f

7 Now N

/ OF IT AND 6IMME 8
MY FRIEND . 4B
. BacKll A8




IT PARES TO
STRIKE THE
HIERARCH!

PURGE!!
{ 1T MUST BE
\ * purGED!

IT IS NECESSARY
I WILL BRING THAT NOTHING COMES
THIS ONE TO BETWEEN US.
THE FLAMES
PERSONALLY. & . ¢
HER REFORGING
| WILL RELIEVE MY..

VACILLATION...
THAT MEANS
YOoU’re
HESITANT,
RIGHTZ

CRESCENS IS
STILL IN THERE,
FIGHTIN’ YOUR

CONTROL!!

ALL THE PYNASTY
PIP WAS UNHOOK YOUR
BRAIN, PUT ON A NEW COAT
OF PAINT, SOME WINPOW
TINTING ANP NEON
UNPERLIGHTING!

WELL 178 TIME
70 UNPIMP ZE

LRESCENS!!




ANP HERE
YOUR MOLPING
BEGINS!

YOU ArRE

\" I BUT cLay

' FLAIL YOUR
LIMBS IF
YOU MUST.

Yy MY SAPNESS
WILL COME AS

I BREAK YOUR

BOoPY 10
pPleCES.

T0 Us.

BUT MY JOY
WILL OVERFLOW
WHEN YOU ARE
REMAPE IN
THE FLAMES
OF THE




FleURE OUT
HOW THEY'RE
CONTROLLING

I Neep YOU
TO FIGURE IT




P-PON’T
WORRY,




\ comin’, BRIT'! §
TRY 70 60
Lime!ll!

V' ANP PON’T
LOOK POWN
AT THE LAKE
OF LAVA
BENEATH

" AND WATCH

MY BABY SISTER

GET $QUASHEDP
LIKE A COMMON

TRACTOR
BeaM
CHARGED!

wHaooprs!!!
1T’ THE
BOYS

0BSCURE
WARNER
BROTHERS
RABBIT
CARTOON
REFERENCE

OH, MAN!!!

BLATTOPTERA?

/%

Y AW, IMvE V|
< A BREAK!!




THREE
| PERCENT--
5 | REMA--INING!

E--ERROR!
ZERO ONE “€”!ll
SH-SHIELPING

POWN...

You...
YOU WEREN'T
AS HURT AsS

IT LOOKEDP
LIKE YOU
WERE?

pIp--1
JUST...UM...
RUIN YOUR
1\ AMBUSHZ!

LAPIES
AND GENTLEMEN,
MY PUMB@.




OH...0H, GOSH! ' B

BRIT!
Are You g
ALL RIGHT? J§

~ ...IN TEMPEST
MOPE!

FIGURE IT
OUT FOR ME,

FIGURE 0U1
HOW TO SNA
CRESCENS
OUT OF ITi!
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WASTING MAGIC
ON PIRECT
ATTACKS ANP
PEFENSES.

I TAUGHT

YOU BETTER!




6-6ESPIE!!!
SCAN FOR VITAL
SIGNs!!!

SONAR PULSE,
INFRA-RED AND
LONG RANGE

X-RrAY!!! ( ;

BRITANNY’S STATUS
1S CRITICAL, MA’AM!
OVER FIFTY PERCENT OF

HER HAS SUSTAINEP
HER NORMAL
INTERNAL PAMAGE! RECENERATION

RATE IS GREATLY
REPUCEP!

THAT POES IT! THAT’S WHY WE’RE
WE’RE JUMPING : FINPING US A WEAPON SET FOR
IN THIS FIGHT! SOMEWHERE IN THIS MANUAL SCAN!
e~ RUNPOWN ARTIFICER MATRIX SIZE IS
“"ROWBOAT POCK”! “ANYTHING” cUBEP!

M-MA’AM... TARGET —a ® I’LL PO THE MATH
“CRESCENS” THREAT - 7 IN MY HEAD, YOU
INDEX IS ) . INTERPRET THE
PANGEROUSLY ~ ] “FuZzZY” pATAll!

S

o

N

/  we're Lookine ] /' OVERCLOCK TO KEEP
FOR A SELF-DEFENSE RN UP IF YoU 60TTA, BUT
SYSTEM, A LIGHT — g, ¥ pon‘T You

SABER, A LAWN ' UP ON ME No%
MOWER... ‘ ALPHA EIGHTH! |

n
ANYTHING!!! K-KRYN HEIRLOOM

COLLECTION:
PETECTED.




WHATIZ?

A GARPENER
SYMBIOT
COLONY!Z
HerRe?

Y BUT I wouLp
HAVE SPOTTEP
SOMETHING LIKE
THIS ALOT
SOONER!!

4| 5-se7A ENGINE:
| PETECTED!

PIDN'T I JUST
TELL YOU NOT
1227 T0 s€elize up,

WHATIZZ7 GESPIE??Z THAT DOES IT!
I’M CHECKING
ARTIFICER Your--
FACTORY:
PETECTED!

THERE’S STUFF HERE...
THAT MATCHES THE PATA
I COLLECTED LONG
AGO...! AN AMALEAM
OF IT, TOO!

ARTIFICER, SHAPOW
AND GARPENER
vaTta!

...YOUR MATH’S
CORRECT!?

WHY PIPN’T
I se€ THIS...

...BEFORE?

I'M———I'M REALLY
SIRRY MA'AM!

PERHAPS THE RAPIATION
INPEX IS INTERFERING
WITH MY CIRCUITS!

GESPIE...
I FOUNP IT!

THE ARTIFICER
FACTORY, THE BETA
ENGINE, ANDP THE
GARPENER SYMBIOT
COLONY...

Y ... BECAUSE, JUST LIKE
BRIT' SAID...I'M
ADPUMB@%$$...

...WHO’S HAP THE
ANSWER RIGHT IN
HER FACE THE
WHOLE TIME!!!

...THE COMBINEP
TECHNOLOGY OF
THE ARTIFICERS,
THE GARPENERS ANP
THE SHAPOWS...!

...THE COMBINEP
LEGACY OF THREE
ANCIENT RACES
I'VE BEEN STUPYING
ALL MY CAREER!

WE PIPN’T NOTICE
IT BEFORE...




THE REMEMBRANCE
SINGS TO US,

THE CHILPREN OF
MOTHER RI’S PYNASTY,
THROUGH THE SMOKE

OF TIME, BRITANNY.

IT BRINGS
THE ECHOES OF
PREADP ANDP
poom!

EVEN IN QUASI-
SPACE...THE
ECHOES, THOUGH
FAINT, ARE STILL
HORRIFYING.

THE ENEMY
i OF THE OLP
\ HOME LIVES.

CRAWLING UP
\ FROM THE VERY
\ PAWN OF THIS }
HOME! /

BRITANNY...
LET M€ sAvE
You.

BUT, WE POSSESS THE okl e ‘ ~
HEIRLOOMS OF THE PLANT -/ Ji LET ME TAKE

YOU 10 THe

WHOSE AGENTS ENSLAVED | WE POSSESS THE ¥ FLAMES

THE SHAPOW WHO PrROVE | TALENTS OF THE
AWAY THE METAL. ’ OLpP HOME. we
i CAN HEAR THE
SONGS. S0 TOO
wiLL YOU!

THERE IS NO
OTHER HOPE
THAN THIS.




ANP HoPE

PREVAILS
ONCE AGAIN, |
HIERARCH. !

OUR TROUBLES ' FOOTM\A}N' 55;%?‘0;3‘
Y Have pimiNisHED LTALE You
NOT 7O AROUND THE

THEMSELVES! DISTURB ME. FURNACE.

—

» BUT I FIRST +

; /;HE ALIEN ANP
HER STRANGE DEVICE...
THE COMPANION OF ,
YOUR PREY... 75

/Y ...HAS WILLINGLY -
SURRENPERED T0
THE S0UL FURNACE.

HER INTELLECT ANP
THE STRENGTH OF
HER PEVICES WILL

BE WELCOMED

INTO THE SO0N, ANOTHER ¢

 DYNASTY. f  HiErRARCH WiLL
BE BORN INTO
OUR FAMILY.

POTENT MATERIAL
1S5 BROUGHT TO
\\ THE FLAMES... BEING TOO
| PANGEROUS
ANP UNWILLING .
TO CAPTURE. /4 ...IF GINA HAP
4 A PLAN...

ITI8 vezv
' RARE THAT SUCH =

W--WITH
..HOW CcouLp H-HEAT

SHE POssSIBLY SHIELPS-~
SURVIVE THE -
STAR FLAME
OF THE 80UL

FURNACE?







i
i

Y Vo Y L7 4 Q crescens: " ;
Tse#ézé S /7 [‘\s/ 7 : TAUGHT ME...
[ THAN THAT. B2 N = MUCH BETTER!




THE HIERARCH Al B
\ Vi~ Sty HER PREY IS N
H-A FALLEN!!! ey //l RELEASED. ;

Tge HIERARCH'S
2z LAIM IS LOST.
p

& \

o)
v




I...I PIPN’T THINK
IT WAS POSSIBLE...

...TOCLAIM A
SOUL FURNACE
AS YOUR OWN.

...TO CHANGE MEe
BACK AND ERASE
THE MISTAKE I
MAPE.

LAPY GINA...
AS YOUR SISTER
ALWAYS sAIpP
TO ME...

...FROM YOUR HANPS
COME A THOUSANP
WONPERS.




CONVERTING THE
SOUL FURNACE INTO
A "HEAP-MASTERED,
TRANSFORMABLE
SUPER-GESPIE”... 4

THE TECHNOLOGY
2 I8 STUFF I sTUPIEDP
...REVERSING THE ALL MY LIFE.

ITMM{fcsl-IIWT ~ | FORGING PROCESS.

¢ I JUSTHAD
T0 RECOGNIZE
IT.

HEAT SHIELPING
AT ONE HUNPREP
PERCENT, MA'AM.

SUBMERGING
INTO LAVA FleLp

IN FOUR
HAP ENOQUGH MINUTES.

RAW MATERIAL
LEFT OVER TO
“FOrRCE” A

New “wepele-
PESISTANT” THE BEST PLACE

QUTEIT! TO LAY LOW UNTIL
THE HEAT’S OFF
1S IN THE OVEN,
MR. GESPENST!

STEAPY AS
SHE 60€ES!

CRESCENS?
HOW’sS BRIT
POINGZ "

SHE’'S ACCEPTING Y
THE POSITIVE ENERGY |
FREELY NOW.

N

THE...THE
pamace 1\
DID 1S ALMOST )

GONE. Je#

THOUGH SHELL
BE WEAKENED FOR
SOME TIME.

I'M HAPPY MY
PRIESTESS MAGIC
1S BEING USED AS

IT SHOULD FOR

ONCE, LADY
GINA.

HOW PIP YOU
SURVIVE THE
FLAMES OF THE
S0UL FURNACE
TO REACH ITS
STAR-FIRE CORE
UNSCATHED?Z?

NOT EVEN THE
STRONGEST MAGIC
COULD HAVE PROTECTED
YOU FROM THAT
FORGE!




PEPTH IS POINT
ZERO FOUR, MA’AM.

— s

TO UNPERSTANDP
THAT, YOU HAave

TO UNPERSTANDP
QUASI-SPACE.

I HAVE TO APMIT, THE NATURE
OF THIS PLACE ELUDED ME
FOR A WHILE, BUT I'VE BEEN
RECORPING PATA AND
MAKING OBSERVATIONS!

; /( THIS PLACE IS
4 A PIMENSION THAT
SIMULTANEOQUSLY
TOUCHES EVERY
\ OTHER DIMENSION!

QUASI-SPACE IS STRETCHEDP
THIN, ANP ITS FABRIC BENPS
AROUNP OTHER PIMENSIONS,
IT’S INFLUENCEP BY EVERY
REALM IT TOUCHES!

LIKE A STARLESS,
SUNLESS SEA
FULL OF INVISIBLE

WHIRLPOOL 5.
IMPOssIBLE TO
NAVIGATE RELIABLY
UNLESS YOU HAvVE
SOME ANCHORED
BUOYS FOR
TRAVEL
MARKERS,

EACH OF THOSE
WHIRLPOOLS HAS
ITS OWN PHYSICS

TRAIS.

THOSE TRAITS
&0 UNNOTICED
BY EVERYONE HERE
BECAUSE EVERYONE
uses MABIC...THE
“PHYSICS” OF
QUASI-SPACE.

BECAUSE T
PON’T USE MAGIC, T
BORROW A LOCAL
“WHIRLPOOL'S”
TRAITS, ANP SO
POES MY
EQUIPMENT.
FOR EXAMPLE...
THE LOCAL PHYSICS
OF THIS ARTIFICER
MAGMA-MOoN

MAKES ME FIFTY-
SEVEN TIMES
MORE RESISTANT
TO RAPIATION!

IF WE WEREN'T
SITTING IN A
VOLCANO, I'D
BE BLIND AND
FREEZING MY
BUNS OFF.

WITH EVERYONE
ELSE... SHE SPEAKS
ENGLISH.

WITH ME...
SHE GOES INTO
\ “"PI&-NERP-SCIENCE- }
LATIN”!




PEPTH:
FIFTEEN FEET.
PRESSURE
STEAPY.

WELCOME
BACK T0 THE
LANPD OF THE
CONsClous!

I peservep
THAT.

THANK S FOR
FIGURING IT
OuT.

I'M...T°'M
SORRY I
Lep 10

LAPY ‘GIA.

...FOR SAVING !i
MY BEST FRIEND
FOR ME.

ANY TIME, SiS.
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