


THIS...WAS
SUPPOSEP TO
BE A RESCUE
MISSION. A QUEST TO
FINDP MY SISTER

BRITANNY ANP

RESCUE HER

FROM QUASI-

SPACE...




"4 -
|/ THERE was |
AN EXPLOSION! |

IT RIPPEP ME OUT
OF REALSPACE JUST
AS We WeRe ABOUT

T0 BEGIN LOOKING

FOR BRITANNY \
IN HERE! BUT THERE

SHOULDN'T
| Have Been an
| exprosiont

WRONGZ



WHAT WENT
WRONGZ

WHERE’S

GINA!IZ —

— I COULPN'T

| W ﬁé‘.?é " \ i CATCH HoLp!
D ZINAIZ ) '

SHE’'S BEFORE MY
GONE! GONE BEFORE EscAPe
THE EXPLOSION! spPeLL!

NO FiIX!
NO TRACKING
SIGNAL!
No NoTHING!



I KNeW
THIS WAS
A MISTAKE!

1 KNeW Leavine
THE ENGINE INSIDE
THIS MONSTER WAS

A HORRIBLE
IPEA!!

OH, BUT “POCTOR PENNY
PINCER” ANDP “POCTOR GINA
PIGGERS” KNOW SO MUCH
BETTER THAN “STUPIP OL’
BRIANNA,” PON’T THEY!Z

WELL, YOU BETTER BRING MY
SISTER BACK HERE S0 YOU
CAN BOTH “KNeEL BEFORE

Zop,” BECAUSE T--

< Pre-iNG—--

FIRST, BRIANNA,
I'M NOT
YOUR SISTER?

80, PON’T YOU
TAKE THAT
TONE WITH

MEe!

SECOND, THE GIGA-ENGINE
HAP EVERYTHING IT NEEPEDP
TO FUNCTION RIGHT HERE!

I POUBLE-CHECKED
EVERY LAST ONE OF
GINA’S EQUATIONS!

NOW EVERYBOPY SHUT-
UP WHILE I FIeUrReE OUT
WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED
T0 GINA PIGCERS!




PENNY IS POING
ALL SHE CAN,
BRIANNA! A-A CLUE
0"‘%, TO WHAT
5_50 LI . ’ HAPPENED!
‘ ANYTHINe!!

CHECKING THE
VITAL SIGN RECORPS
ANDP COMPUTER
STATUS LOGS.

GINA’S STATISTICS >
WERE NORMAL THE ;
ENTIRE TIME! ALL THE WAY
UNTIL SHE
PISAPPEARED!

THAT SPIKE IS
THE EXPLOSION,
WHICH DETONATED
AFTER GINA

THAT COULP MEAN
SHE WAS PULLEPD INTO
QUASI-SPACE, RIGHT?

SHE MIGHT
shiL Be
OKAY !

FOR NOW, LET’S
START WITH THE _
FIRST CLUE T COULD P LOOKS '
FIND ABOUT WHAT e INSTALLEP IT INTO\ LIKE THERE’S
HAPPENED... : P THE ENGINE’S  SOMETHING

...THE P \ IGNITION WRONG WITH
INFINITY , ’ L\ FURNACE!
PEARL! 7




WaT’s GOIN”

', BLOOPY EXPLOSION
\ $HOOK TH’ WHOLE
LABYRINTH, IT
pip!

PLEASE, FIND
HER, PENNY!
Please!

FOR A YEAR!
EVEN
WINPOWS!

I'M LOOKING! EVERYONE

PLEASE SHUT
UP WHILE T
Focus!

...ILL PO YOUR
PISHES TOO!
EVERY pAY!!!




| sENSOR REAPING
l PLAYBACK:
INITIATED...

HERE. EVERYONE,
LOOK AT THIS...

SOMETHING PELIBERATELY
PISTURBEP THE PEARL.

SHIFTEPD IT RIGHT OFF
OF THE IGNITION FURNACE!

SABOTAGE!

I'P LOVE TO SAY THERE
WAS A POUBT IN MY MINP

BUT NO ONE
ELSE IS AROUNPD!

ARE YOU
CERTAIN THIS
WAS SOMETHING
PELIBERATE,
PENNY?Z
MONTY, PEE’EM,
ANP I WeRE
STANPING GUARP,
ANP WE PETECTEDP
NO ONE COMING
NEAR THE
AReA!

ABOUT THIS... THAT THINGS
MAY NOT BE WHAT THEY
SEEM... BUT NOT
THIS TIME!

I'Ve 60T THE
PATA T0 PROVE IT,
GENN... THE PEARL

WAS PUSHEP!

GIGLIATHON IS
HAUNTEP BY
STRANGE
GHOSTS.

THAT’S A PEFINITE
POsSsSIBILITY --

SPIRITS OF THOSE
GIGLIATHON HAP SLAIN
MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO!

DIP THEY
PO THISZ?




Just a moment,
Doctor Diggers.

An artifact or
magic line such as

an “Assassin’s Wire”

CAN be controlled
from a distance...
HOWEVER...

TH--THE
ASSASSIN
IN WHITE!

...To move the wire
from beyond ALL
of our perceptions
would take a
Grand Master
in the artform
and a significant
amount of
STRAIN on his

AND IF IT IS
THE ASSASSIN IN
WHITE...AND HE
RESTSTS...

Does Zero
possess that

strength and

skill?

If I may parrot
Ms. Penelope
Pincer’s earlier
word of caution,
“Things may or
may not be as
they seem...”

We’LL seE FOR
CERTAIN ONCE WE
GET TO THE OTHER

ENP OF THAT WIRE,
WON'T We, pee’em!

...T CAN'T HOLP
BACK ON HIM...
ME. MONTGOMERY.

THE
UNPEAP
REVENANT.




MR. MONTGOMERY, / PENELOPE,
MR. SHINRYUKEN . Y WU we Neep You
ANP I ARE PUTTING < . TO FINP WHERE
AN ENP TO ZERO’S A IN QuAsI-spPACE

INTERFERENCE J

eald .y GINA’S PATH

ONCE ANP ' pige MAY Have

For ALL. LS Sy \ Lep...
He, & e ki b=

...ANP PREPARE
ANOTHER PORTAL
THROUGH!

THIS TIME, WE’LL
ALL &0 IN TOGETHER!

WAIT A MINUTE!

I'‘M COMIN’ R
T00, PAPD! JUST GIMME
TWO MINUTES TO
GET INTO MY BUTT~

WAXIMUS-MAXINUS
., ARMOR!!!

YOU’'rRe
STAYING HERE,
BRIANNA!

PROTECT
PENELOPE
ANP THE
GIGA-ENGINE!

NO BUTS!

ANP THIS WON’T /) - = IN cAsE

TAKE LONG.

I PLACEP WARP
PORTALS ALONG
OUR PATH ON
THE WAY IN.

Warp portals!
Excellent idea,
Theodore!

ONE OF Us
BeECAME
LOST IN THE }
TUNNELS f
AGAIN.

USING THEM AS
MAGIC “SONAR
BUOYS,” WE CAN
DETECT OUR HIPPEN
FOE. WE JUST NEEP
TO VISIT EACH ONE AND
“PING” THE
SURROUNPING
AREA.




APPITIONALLY
WE HAVE SOMETHING

TO TRACK HIM I
WITH... ENCHANTES ...PERCEIVABLE ONLY

TO ONE WHO KNOWS
WHAT TO PERCEIVE!

...TANGIBLE ONLY
TO ONE AWARE OF THIS WIRE
ITS PRESENCE... WILL Leap
us...

...TO THE MAN
WHO HELPEDP
GOTHWRAIN...
MY ENEMY...

... TAKE BRITANNY
AWAY FROM US.

AN EXTENSION
OF INFLUENCE
FROM AFAR.

AN ANGLER’S

PRIPE. A SPIDER’S
ART.

A PUPPETEER’S
TRUE POWER. IF ONLY I HAP THE WIT

TO UNPERSTANP SUCH
CONCEPTS WHEN I WAS
BUT A YOUNG ANP
FOOLISH LITTLE
PRAGON.

IF ONLY I'P REALIZED
THEN THAT THE BEST'
WAY TO HAVE YOUR
ENEMIES PERFORM
ANP PANCE TO YOUR
) Music... ...WAS SIMPLY TO
LOCATE THE RIGHT
STRINGS...




YoU ArRe
LITTLE
Bl ASSASSIN.

I WAS AFRAIP
I HAP LOST
You!




...THE ANCIENT
WEAPON OF THE IN YOUR HANDS,
PRAGON SAVIOR... THAT BLAPE IS
WITHIN A HAIR'S~ CERTAIN PEATH,
BREAPTH OF 0 SLAVE OF
MY THROAT. sLAvES.

HE WHO HAP WIT...
WOULP THINK THAT
I HAP NONE.

TO RISK MY TO STAND FAST
NECK 50 NEAR IN THE PATH
YOUR REACH. OF YOUR
GUILLOTINE!

BUT GREAT
RISK BEGETS
GREAT
REWARP!

...A VERY EXCELLENT
PIECE OF VILLAINY!!

...ANP
LeArN!!!




THERE IS

NO ATTEMPT :
70 FLEE. g ==

AS WE MOVE FORWARP,
I CAN FEEL THE GRASP

AT THE OTHER ENP
GROW NEARER.

— R -

WELL, HE MAY HAVE
PISAPPOINTEP YOU BEFORE,
MR. MONTGOMERY...

MEETING MY
EXPECTATIONS
TopAY!

INpEEP!

HE’S TRYING TO
BURN THE WIRE OUT
OF EXISTENCE!

HE’S ORPEREP
HIS MAGIC ARTIFACT TO ASHE Tnlzaeupl_lg;"”E ’

SELF-PESTRUCT!







THE NEGATIVE “SELF-
PESTRUCTIVE” ENERGY
WAS REFOCUSEP THROUGH
MY AURA ANP REFLECTEP

RIEHT BACK...

...AS AN EXPLOSION
OF SELF-PRESERVING
POSITIVE ENERGY!

THAT WAS MY
PERSONAL CALLING
CARP TO ZERO.

I INVERTEP THE
NATURE OF MY
PORTION OF THE WIRE,
MR. MONTGOMERY.

RE-WROTE ITS
ENCHANTMENT,
80 T0 SPeAK.

ANY INJURIES 'I l

HE’S SUSTAINEP
SHOULP BE
FULLY
HeALEP...

UNFORTUNATE
FOR AN UNPEAP
REVENANT
LIKE HIM!










AWAY THIS
TIME.

A WARP PORTAL
NETWORK IS A
WONPERFUL
THING...

...WOULPN‘T
YOU AGREE,
ZEROZ










HIS AURA IS...
EXHAUSTEP.

HoW pIpP YOU
GET HERE S50
QuICKLY?

I'P sAY
THAT WAS AN
THEY WERE EMEREENCY!
ALL pisasLep!

IT’S ONLY SAFE FOR SEARCH
TO HAVE ONE ANP RESCUE
ON AT A TIME! , EMERGENCIES!

BUT I PIPN'T
ACTIVATE THEM!

ALL PORTALS

!
WERE LOCKEP! WHAT IF A

MONSTER... OR
WORSE... usep
THEM TO
REACH--

ZERO WAS <
A PISTRACTION!!!

ANCIENT
PROVERB
sAY...

“...I AIN'T 60T
TIME TO BLEED.”

YOUR WARP
PORTALS,
peAREST!

WHEN PEBRA

FELT THEM ALL

ACTIVATE, We
KNEW IT wAs
OUR CHANCE
TO LATCH UP
TO YOU.

TH--THE
SALVAGE
camp!l!

PREAPWING
IS AT THE
SALVAGE

campel!!



I CONGRATULATE YOU HAve
YOU, THEOPORE RENPEREP
PIGGERS. UNTOME A
GREAT
SERVICE.

OPERATIONAL, IS
REAPY TO JOIN
MY ARSENAL OF
WEAPONS.

WHILE I’'M AFRAIP = ]
I CAN’T GRANT YOU ...YOU MUST STILL
ALCCESS TO THOSE HURRY T0 YOUR

INGENIUS WARP |\ | FRIENPS ANP
PORTALS OF "/ FAMILY, POCTOR

PIGGERS.

I MAY HAvE
] BEEN ALITTLE
ROUGH WITH THEM
WHILE YOU WERE
TAKING CARE OF
ZERO FOR ME.

I ASSURE YOU,
HOWEVER... I KNOW FULL
THEY ARE ALL WELL, PEAD
ALIVE. COMPANIONS AND
FAMILY WOULPD
ONLY HASTEN ...WHILE THE WOUNPEDP
YOUR sSTEPS MAKE EXQUISITE
TO HINPER “SpPEEDP BUMPS.”
ME...

IT WAS YOU...
...YOU Movep
THE WIRE...

...YOU PeCEIVEDP
us ALL!

HEH.
V.

IF THAT BE
CALLEP PECEIT...

7
...T WILL BE [l
HONEST.
_ ~




I MAPE YOU
NO PROMISES.

VILLAINY. YOUNG

GINA SWEPT
HERSELF
AWAY...
BEFORE MY
EXPLOSION!

THE PUREST
OF FOUL
INTENTIONS.

KNOW THAT
TRUE VILLAINY...
1S ONLY LEARNEP...
ONLY PERCEIVEP...
WHEN ALL IS
SAIP ANP
PONE!
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