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A MONTH AGO...
MY FAMILY AND I
WERE FIGHTING

FOR MY DAUGHTER
AND GRAND-
DAUGHTER'S
LIVES...

WE FOUGHT,
AND WE
LOST.

IN DESPERATION
AND ANGER, MY
HUSBAND ROSE

TO KILL OUR
TORMENTORS,
G60THWRAIN AND
SHERISHA...

OrsoI
thought.

N i | H
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"DARK HOME"! =

..BUTIT DIDN'T MATTER.
WE WERE TRAPPED.

SOMEHOW...SOME
WAY... MY MOTHER
HAD LEARNED OF
OUR DANGER!

SHE ARRIVED
TO SACRIFICE
HERSELF...

..TO SAVE
USs ALL.
I-IF ONLY
I WASN'T

SO SLOW...

FOR HELPING 6OTHWRAIN
DECIMATE MY FAMILY...

ZERO... YOU COWARD!

THERE WAS NO
WAY TO SAVE
OUR LIVES.

IF ONLY
ICOULD
HAVE
MOVED...

..WITHOUT
THOSE WIRES
GETTING IN
My WAY!

...FOR THOSE
DAMNED

..FOR MY MOTHER
AND MY DAUGHTER... I NEVER forgive youl



AFTER My
MOTHER'S
FUNERAL...

...I ANSWERED
DEBRA’'S SECRET
SUMMONS TO THE
HOSPITAL IN
WHICH YOUR
TREACHERY
PLACED HER.

IF IT WEREN"T
FOR YOU, ZERO,
SHE COULD HAVE
BEEN THERE TO
HELP US DEFEAT
G60THWRAIN.

IN HER EYES, I
SAW THE SAME
DESIRE THAT
BURNED IN
My OWN.

SHE WOULD PROVIDE
THE MAGIC NECESSARY
FOR ISOLATING YOU
FROM INNOCENT BY-
STANDERS.

FOR EXAMPLE, HER
"SLEEP OF STONE”
ENCHANTMENT
CAST ON THE CITY
WOULD MAKE CERTAIN
OUR PARTY WAS
ENTIRELY PRIVATE
UNTIL DAWN.

..AND YET, SOMEHOW, SOME
WAY, THE @$$-BEATING YOU
S0 RICHLY DESERVE IS
DELAYED ONCE AGAIN!

SHE KNEW WHERE
YOU WOULD HIDE
AND WANTED My
HELP IN SEEKING
REVENGEI

IN RETURN, I WOULD
SEE THAT EACH OF
YOUR TRAPS AND
TRICKS WAS PROPERLY
DISARMED...

..ALLOWING US
BOTH TO TAKE
FIVE-MINUTE

TURNS MAKING
yoU PAY OVER
THE COURSE OF
TWO LUXURIOUS
HOURS!

SOMETHING
IS REACTING TO
THE ENCHANTMENT
AURA I PLACED
AROUND THE
AREA!

SOMEWHERE IN
THIS CITY, ZERO
IS MEDITATING...
COMMUNICATING
WITH SOMEONE
FROM THE
"OUTSIDE"!

WHATEVER IS HAPPENING,
PLUS THE DISAPPEARANCE OF
MY FIANCE, AGEN, AND HIS
SUPPORT MAGICKS...

...IS MOST CERTAINLY
NOT IN OUR
FAVORI! 6-GET READY THIS IS
TO ESCAPE IF NOT WHAT
NECESSARY, WE WERE
DEBRA... PREPARED
FORI

MN YOU, ZERO...




...WE WILL NEVER
FORGIVE YoU!
A PERILOUS

JOURNEY AWAITS
YOU, SERVANT.

WITH THE LAST
OF MY MAGIC, I
HAVE CAUGHT
A GLIMPSE OF
THE ARTIFACT
YOU MUST
CLAIM AS
YOUR OWN.

WITH THE LAST OF
MY MAGIC, I MUST
SEND YOU INTO
THE HIDDEN
CRACKS OF
REALITY, WHERE
YOUR PRIZE
AWAITS.

COMPLETE FOR ME THIS
FINAL MISSION, AND T
SHALL RELEASE You
AT LONG LAST.

£
» = " SEIZE THE ARTIFACT.
a1\ D0ING 50, YOU WILL
GROW STRONG

ENOUGH. ..

w

z v ...TO SLAY THE
DRAGON. ..
"DREADWING".



So... g
THAT is
my quest...







G60THWRAIN'S
MAGIC IS PULLING
HIM UP INTO

THAT GATE! q‘
I-IDONT -

UNDERSTAND WHAT'S
HAPPENING, BUT...

X ITS A MYMIOR!

A DRAGON'S
ENCHANTED KEEP!
..WE CAN'T A Bogl OF SPELLS...
ALLOW THIS TO A "DIARY” AND - '
CONTINUE! STOREHOUSE OF ONLY...it's too big
4 POWER. for any dragon!
’ Even 6randfather!




I HAVE NO
INTENTION
OF LETTING
ZERO NEAR
SUCH A
TREASURE!

SUCH A
DELICIOUS
FAT, RUBY OF
SPELLCRA--

DEBRAI
WHAT'S

I almost
KILLED US!



ZERO'S
ENTERING THAT
THING! WE
HAVE TO
ACTI

THE MYMIOR...

..'M CERTAIN NOW
THAT IT IS THE
ENCHANTED A ‘ NOTHING ALIVE
KEEP OF MERLIN... ‘ CAN COME
THE DRAGON ; NEAR IT.
SAVIOR! r

...AND I DON'T DARE
RISK AGGRAVATING ANY
DEFENSES IT HAS BY
THROWING ATTACK
SPELLS SO CLOSE!

THERE HAS TO BE
SOMETHING WE
CAN DO!

IT'S CLOSINGII

A-actually, Julia...

....I'M BEGINNING
TO BELIEVE...

...THAT THE JOURNEY
ZERO HAD JUST EMBARKED
UPON HAS ALREADY
CONCLUDED.




...THIS IS THE
MOMENT THAT FADED
FROM MY MEMORY
S50 LONG AGO.

THE MOMENT I
ENTERED THAT
WORLD...A DOMAIN
FROZEN IN TIME.

SUSPENDED
IN COSMIC
"AMBER"!

EACH STEP...
ETERNITY.
EACH BREATH...
EMPTY.

I CRAWLED

THROUGH A
; REALM ONLY

' SUITABLE
. FOR SPIRITS.

AND THOUGH THE
UNLIVING BODY
GOTHWRAIN HAD

FORTIFIED FOR
ME COULD ENDURE
THE ETERNAL
STILLNESS, My
THOUGHTS WERE
NOT AS ARMORED.

()\ _ -

MY MIND
SUFFERED...
_ ..ADDLED...

-.ERODED.

EVERYTHING
SLIPPED
AWAY...

..EXCEPT MY
MISSION.




I WAS DRIVEN
BY THE MISTY
ECHOES OF THE
6EAS PLACED
UPON ME.

A DISTANT YET
EVERLASTING
PHANTOM'S VOICE
INSIDE My MIND.

““ "SEIZE THE

\\\\ | ARTIFACT.”

A\ W “"CLAIM THE
‘ | ANCIENT
{ WEAPON. "




..WHATEVER HAS

/_///, ~ HAPPENED TO = Wi fevee
‘ 4
1

YOU.. THE CIRCUMSTANCES
OF YOUR OBEDIENCE
TO GOTHWRAIN. .. ..ONE
TRUTH
REMAINS.

YOU HAVE A LOT
TO ANSWER FOR!

I SWORE TO
YOU, HUMAN.

what you did
to me.

REVEALING YOUR
IDENTITY TO US
WAS AN HONORABLE
COURSE OF ACTION,
ZERO.

FOR YOUR
SAKE, DO
NOT STRAY
FROM THAT
PATH.

PREPARE FOR
BATTLE!

you to whom
I revealed
myself.

\

- » )‘/



REGARDLESS...

...THE POINT IS,
YOU TAKE MY EYE,
I TAKE YOURS.

YOU TORTURED
MY HELPLESS BODY,
HUMAN... NOW you

WILL KNOW MY

PAIN.

I ALTERED MY INTERNAL
SPELL LENS WHILE MY HUMAN
FORM SUFFERED IN THE
HOSPITAL.

S0 Now
I CAN FOCUS--

*POSITIVE ENERGY, WHILE
HARMLESS AND OFTEN
RESTORATIVE TO LIVING
CREATURES, IS AS PLEASANT
AS A CHURNING BATHTUB
OF WHITE-HOT RAZORS
TO UNDEAD SOULSI-- F.




Indeed!
>

A ONE-
WAY WALL
OF SOLID

ETHER!

AND YOU
JUST JUMPED

RIGHT THROUGH
IT FOR ME! YOU AREN'T

THE ONLY ONE
WHO CAN LAY
TRAPS, HUMAN.

THAT ONE I
SPREAD WHILE
EVERYONE WAS

WATCHING

THE MYMIOR

CLOSE.

THROUGH youU,
HAVE I LEARNED
OF THEIR
EFFECTIVENESS.

DEBRA WANTS ME
TO PLAY IT BACK
TO yOU AFTER

" WE KICK YOUR

Just so you're prepared,
Zero...I just recorded
that BOAST with my

daughter’s “cell phone
device. o33/




"AURA-SHIELD
BLACK!"

*ZERO USED
"BREAK VENOM"
TO DISRUPT
DEBRA'S MAGIC
BEFORE!--F.




I KNEW YOU'D
TRY YOUR WIRES
AGAIN, ZERO!




YOUR "BREAK
VENOM"...

..WAS THE ONE
THING THAT
WORRIED UsS,

A VENOM THAT
CRUSHED EVERY
ENCHANTMENT
IT TOUCHED,
YET CONTAINED
IRRESISTIBLE
MAGIC.

EVEN DRAGON
SPELLS ARE
NO MATCH

COATED ON YOUR FORIT.

RAZOR WIRE, IT COULD
EVEN SHRED MY SLEEK
MESH OF SCALES!
BUT WHEN JULIA
REVEALED TO ME
THAT YOU ARE
A REVENANT... S , y
..I WAS ABLE \ X,%Zi%‘w
...AN UNDEAD TO DEDUCE THE ENERGY/!
ASSASSIN... VENOM'S SECRET v
INGREDIENTI T
WHICH JULTA
COULD COUNTER
WITH AN
A\ HEIRLOOMI

CRAFTED BY
MY FATHER,
TSUNAML...

...MY MOTHER'S
SPIRIT ARMOR!




..HIS
SWORDSMANSHIP
IS INCREDIBLY
STRONG.

yOU MAY USE
THE PRIDE OF
MY COLLECTION
FOR THIS
OCCASIONI!

THRUDGELMIR,
"THE SPECTRAL
6LAIVE"!

MAY I TROUBLE
YOU TO BORROW
A WEAPON FROM

YOUR HOARD?

A SWORD OF
BANE TO THE
UNDEADI A ONE-OF-A-KIND
’ WORK OF ART FROM THE
MYSTIC ELDRITCH SWORD-
SMITHS OF ANCIENT J
EARTHI




COULDN'T WITH-
STAND BEFORE!




WEIGHTLESS...

...PERFECTLY

BALANCED...

.. I MUST
COMMEND

THIS IS
BY FAR THE
FINEST BLADE
I'VE EVER
HELDI

WITH YOUR ATTACK
SPELLS AND THIS
BLADE IN MY
HANDS...

\?I/ %

(" VM weRE INVINCIBL-- ‘k




THE
SWORD!

DON'T FUSS
OVER THAT

TRINKET,
ITS BALANCE AND P
STRENGTH NEVER JULIA.
forgive FALTERED!

The whole
time, it never
felt as if it I'LL--ic
were being just replace
damaged! it.

Nothing to
be heart-
broken

WE STILL HAVE
A FOE TO VANQUISH!
F--FOCuS!

FocUsll

I BELIEVE
I'VE PROVEN
MY POINT
Now.

BUT YOU HAVE
HAD YOUR
WARNINGS.

I CANNOT ALLOW
YOU TO ESCAPE WITH
THE KNOWLEDGE OF

THIS WEAPON'S TRUE
POWERI

PREPARE
YOURSE--



Shrike.
The Sword?

dismissed.

It's almost
certainly too
early to
harvest this
anyway...

...but for the
trouble he's gone
through to plant

such a seed...

...I must see
for myself its
ripeness!

So, this is
what you were
scheming over,

Gothwrain?

THIS is what
you smuggled
through Negative The great
Infinity to “Chess Game”

kill me? inducts another
player?




WHO AM I,
YOU ASK?

HMHMHM!

I SHOULDN'T... BUT A
DARK CURIOSITY AS TO
WHAT yOU WOULD DO
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE
OF My IDENTITY IS
IRRESISTIBLE!

...WOULD BE...
DRAMATI--

A MOMENT
OF TRUTH.

...RUINED

TO DO THAT NOW...
TO REVEAL MYSELF

TO you...
4 ...TO D'BRAI!

ESPECIALLY
TO D'BRA...

A REALIZATION
OF OUR AFFINED
LINEAGE...

BY AN ILL-
MANNERED,
MEANINGLESS

CHALLENGE.

NINJAS ARE
SUCH @$$-

HOLES!

DEBRA!
WHAT'S
HAPPENING
HERE?

SHE CAN'T
ANSWER YyOU,
JULIA...

ONE OF THE
MOST FASCINATING
ASPECTS OF DRAG6ON

INTELLIGENCE IS
HOW EASILY WE




I ALMOS
MISSED THAT!

A PSYCHIC
HOWL IN THE
DISTANCE...

JULIA
DIGGERS.

YOU HAVE My
MOST SINCERE
G6RATITUDE

THIS DAY! /

THE PERFECT AND
FINAL ADDITION
TO THE ARSENAL I
AM ASSEMBLING
AGAINST MY
ANCIENT FOE.

YOUR DAUGHTER.

..AMPLIFIED BY THE

"ENCHANTMENTS"
MY DEAR LITTLE
D'BRA PLACED
ABOUT THIS
AREA.

THE HOWL
OF 6I6LIATHONI!

AND LOOK WHO
THE DISCOVERING
EXPLORER IS!

LOOK WHO Is
UNDERTAKING THE
EXPEDITION!

AND I ALMOST
MISSED IT!

I DOUBT YOU COMPREHEND
WHAT HAS JUST OCCURRED,
BUTI ALSO TRUST THAT
YOU WILL UNDERSTAND
BOTH "SOON ENOUGH"
AND "FAR TOO LATE"!

IFONLY I
HAD TIME TO
EXPLAIN HOW

AND WHY YOUR

THIRST FOR

REVENGE...

..HAS JUST
REVEALED TO ME
THE 6REATEST
OF ANCIENT
WEAPONS.




epilogue...

"Gobi Arena...”

I suggested it over...
...and over...

...b-but oh, no...

"Make the s-shift
potion for the
Arctic Arenal”

she said...

“Revenge is best
served with a
frosted mug, an
umbrella and

a twist of

\\ lemon!”

...f-frostbitten
wings ITCH!

Debra SOOO
owes me f-for--

9SS 9 o

SN aNE ¢ T

W-what--the--
heck???




INCREDIBLY
L-LUCKY
WOMAN!

...IF CIRCUMSTANCES
HADN'T SOMEHOW
BROUGHT ME TO THIS
EXACT SPOT AT
THIS EXACT
TIME...

..NOT EVEN
GRANDFATHER
EXTHILION...

....NOT EVEN THE
DARK ONE, DREAD-
W-ING...

\\

...COULD POSSIBLY
HAVE KNOWN YOU
WERE HERE!
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