





GIGLIATHON!
IF WECAN /%
DESTROY /& °
Im

THERE IS
A WAY, AMON.




WH--WHAT
IS 6OING
ON?

. Who...what |

are these...
things? J

HOW COME--

--I...I can
understand
)] every word
[ of their
2\ language?

I WILL
PROTECT YOU,
AMONI!

STAY NEAR
ME!

" THE wAvE'S

APPROACHING!

e
<






*"Low-Speech™: a
low-frequency language
used primarily by
Dragon kin. Far too
quiet for human
hearing. --F.

<ITIS WE
WHO SHOULD
BE THANKING
YOU, MR.
MONTGOMERY.>

<«WE WOULD BE

LOST WITHOUT

OUR PRECIOUS
AYANE TO
CARE FOR.>

<«OUR AYANE HAS
GROWN...QUITE
STRONG.>

<I'LL SEE TO
JARVIS' REPAIRS
\ RIGHT AWAY, MR.
D\ MONTGOMERY.>

<WHAT IS IMPORTANT
IS THAT AYANE IS STILL
HEALTHY, SAFE AND
SOUND.>




<«FAREWELL, MR.
MONTGOMERY.>

600D,
YOU'RE
BACK!

WE WERE JUST
SELECTING ITEMS
FOR OUR 6EAR LISTI!

YOU CAN
HELP ME
TALK GINA
OUT OF
BRINGING--

--HER TEN-TON,
SQUIRREL-CRUSHIN',
DEER-SMACKIN'
MONSTER S.U.V.I

YOU NEVER KNOW
WHEN A "CANYONERO™'LL
COME IN HANDY!




Actually, a beast
like that colossal,
cacophonous
carriage...

...Just may be
imposing enough
to keep most
curious creatures
at a distance on
our expedition
into the
Labyrinth.

SEE? EVEN
DEE'EM AGREES,
PENNY! THIS IS

THE ADVENTURER’'S

CADILLAC!

OKAY, FINE...
AT LEAST SWITCH
OFF THE UNDER-
NEON!

HNRRR... . FOR THE PAST HOUR
THIS IS MOST JULIA HASN'T ANSWERED
FRUSTRATING... MYy ATTEMPTS TO
CONTACT HER!

¥ HM? YOU MEAN ¢ )
PENNY AND GINA 2e SHE DOESN'T
ARGUING OVER s RETURN MY

WHAT EQUIPMENT EITHER!
TO BRING? SRS )

NO, GENN, ICANT
IT'S NOT UNDERSTAND
WHYy!

JUST DOESN'T
WANNA TALK
TO yOU, DAD.

IF SO, I KNOW
HOW SHE FEELS.

BRIANNA
DIGGERS!
YOU APOLOGIZE
TO DAD THIS
INSTA--

you AND I MEAN
APOLOGIZE! Nowil

.\/




DAD DID
EVERYTHING
HE cOULD TO

SAVE BRIT
AND GRAMMY,
AND YOU
JUST--

WHERE DO
YOU THINK
YOU'RE
GOING?

Y-- <sputter>
YOU THINK
YOU CAN

ITS ALL
RIGHT.

BUT, DAD!

I CAN'T BELIEVE
H-HOW IMMATURE
SHE'S BEING!

Brianna's soul
has never known
AND SHE HAS a childhood.
THE NERVE TO-- The “toys”
she's made...

I-- I ALWAYS
THOUGHT 6RAMMY
AND BRIANNA
WERE JUST e
JOKING AROUND.

"SPOILING US
ROTTEN...”

"COOKING
OUR FAVORITE
TREATS..."

PARENT...

Y . TELLING
“BEDTIME
STORIES.”

Depends on

if you think

you can try
to follow.

Maturing...

...is precisely what
she'’s struggling
with right now,

Gina.

...even her little,
toddling robots. ..

...all secretly filled
a need for that
childhood.

She even had

AS AN EXPERT N\~ "] poUNHILDA

KNEW WHAT
BRIANNA
NEEDED...

IFIT WAS
JUSTFOR A
FEW MOMENTS
EVERY NOW
AND THEN.

BUT Now,

THOSE MOMENTS

ARE OVER.




..why didn’t you

tell me?

AND I'D APPRECTATE
ITIF YOU KEPT THAT
CONFIDENTIALITY
AS WELL, GINA.

BUT FOR NOW,
MY CONCERN FOR
YOUR MOTHER NOT
ANSWERING MY
CALLS 1S
BRIANNA WILL GROWING.
COME TO US
WHEN SHE'S
READY.

AH, WELL...

...MORE THAN LIKELY,
SHE FORGOT TO TURN
ITON.

AFTER ALL... SHE
IS WITH MY OLD
COMRADE AGENT M'S
MOST TRUSTED
AND RELIABLE
ASSISTANT.

how did you

Truthfully, Gina,

I've only recently

discovered how
Brianna feels.

Wait...

know?

I'm sorry.
That much is...
confidential.

NOT ONLY DOES
SHE NEED TO
BE INFORMED OF
THE CONDITION
OF BRITANNY'S
RESCUE MISSION...

...AND THE
6I6A-ENGINE
SALVAGE
EXPEDITION
WE'RE ABOUT TO
UNDERTAKE INTO
THE LABYRINTH. ..

..BUT, I'M
WORRIED
SOMETHING'S
WRONG.

ACTUALLY...

...THE MORE T
THINK ABOUT IT,

THE MORE I SERIOUSLY
DOUBT THERE IS ANYTHING
OUT OF THE ORDINARY
FOR DEBRA AND JULIA
TONIGHT.



WE'VE ARRIVED.
THE SOUTH
BRONX OF
NEW YORK.

ZERO IS
HIDING IN
THE THIRD
BUILDING

EAST OF

\ HERE...

/ IS THAT BUILDING
FILLED WITH PEOPLE,
APOTHECARY
AGEN?

YES... AND
YOU MAY CALL
ME "DOCTOR"

) DON'T WORRY
EARTH- ABOUT CIVILIANS,
REALM'S AU
CLOSEST

EQUIVALENT.

I'VE BEEN SAVING
A LITTLE SPELL FOR
THIS OCCASION.




THIS ISN'T
JUST ANOTHER
...Are you sure "DRAGON THING.”
you want to AND
go through YOU AREN'T
with this? LOOKING TO
ARREST OR
RESTRAIN.
THISISA
"REVENGE
THING.”

IF IT WEREN'T
FOR ZERO, I WOULDN'T
IFIT WEREN'T’ HAVE HAD TO SPEND
FOR ZERO, JULIA'S g TWO A60ONIZING MONTHS
DAUGHTER COULD IN A HOSPITAL WAITING
HAVE BEEN SAVED. FOR HIS ETHER-POISON
TO WEAR OFF.

HEPLAYED AKEY N
ROLL IN THE CREATION \ 1 f \
OF THE NIGHTMARE ] | , )
THAT DEVASTATED ...we're not doing the
"revenge thing.”

JULIA'S FAMILY.
WE'RE DOING

THE "RIGHT
THIN6!I"




LETS 6ET
THIS OVER
WITH, THEN.

HOW ARE yOU
PLANNING TO
ISOLATE ZERO
FROM THE
RESIDENTS
OF THAT
BUILDING,
DEBRA?

"MINOR SLEEP OF STONE”
ON THE AREA WILL KEEP
EVERYONE SAFE FROM
HARM FOR AN HOUR.

PLENTY OF TIME FOR
AGEN TO USE A "SHIFT
POTION" ATTUNED TO

ALITTLE AREA T'VE

PREPARED FOR THIS

OCCASION.

WON'T YOUR
"SLEEP OF STONE"
SPELL PROTECT
ZERO AS WELL?

NOT IF WHAT
YOU TOLD ME
ABOUT HIM
IS CORRECT,
JULIA...

..MINOR SLEEP OF STONE"
WILL HAVE ABSOLUTELY
NO EFFECT WHATSOEVER!




MAKE SURE

YOUR SHIFT

POTION IS
READY,
AGEN.

IF ZERO HAS
PLACED ANY
TRAPS AROUND
HIS HIDING
PLACE, I'D
RATHER NOT
LET HIM
SITIN THE

.
‘\,‘ \
{ ALREADY OKAY...
PREPARED. JULIA AND
: I WILL
)
£\ Y

7
(1 DRAW HIM
(O .,

THE PERFECT Y]

Y 4

DEBRA!
WAITI




2




YOUR
"ETERNITY”
IS A FANTASY.

WELCOME TO
THE LAST THREE
SECONDS OF YOUR

REALITY!




I KNOwW
WHAT YOURE
ABOUT TO

HOWEVER, THAT
ENEMY WAS

I
HAD TO USE
LETHAL FORCE
TO--

I WASN'T
GOING TO
SAY A

MISTAKE
ME FOR My
HUSBAND,
DEBRA... A
TEACHER.

WHATI
AM ABOVE
ALLIS A
WARRIORI!

AND A WARRIOR'S
DUTY ISN'T TO SAVE
ENEMY LIVES.

A WARRIOR'S
DUTY IS TO BRING
THE HELL OF WAR

TO AN END AS .

QUICKLY AS o :

POSSIBLEI ESPECTALLY AGAINST
\ AN ENEMY WITHOUT

“ ( =

SEETO _
YOUR FIANCE'S
HEALTH.




THIS WOULD
HAVE BEEN AN

UPHH.L BATTLE

" RIGHT DOWN TO
YOUR "SLEEP OF

STONE"
ENCHANTMENT...

you CAN MUSTER ‘
AGAINST MEI

/ ALTHOUGH,T
MUST ADMIT...

<7 . VOUOTHERWISE
 HAVE COME QUITE

FROM HARM AND T TN
THUS INSURING
Hmpsns ATTEMPTS s -

PRIVACY.




OH, CRAP!

THATS A
SOUL-EDGE,
ISN'T
IT.

..."THE” SOUL
EDGE!

My mother's

mymior has

an image of
it...

... THE PERSONAL
WEAPON OF
OUR RACE'S
LEGENDARY

SAVIOR...
"MERLIN."

Where did
\ he find it?
THE LOST ENIGMA. . i 48

“ANCIENT SWORDI"

THE SEASONED
COMBAT VET IN

BUT THE
TREASURE-HOARDING
KID IN ME CAN'T
STOP SCREAMING
"DIBSI"

BE SERIOUS,
DEBRA...!

...FROM WHAT I'VE HEARD,
SOUL-EDGE WEAPONS
TEND TO BULLY MAGIC-
USERS.

MEANWHILE,

MY "ASGUARD"

IS A DWARVEN

STEEL SWORD

THAT ACTS AS YOU CHECK ON
A ROD FOR THE DOCTOR AGEN.
ANTI-MAGIC

6EM IN THE

HILT.

I'LL HOLD THE
INTERLOPER
OFFI




...I REALLY HOPE THAT OLE
*JULTA! YOU'RE STANDING
RIGHT IN THE PATH OF A
CHARGING WAR-MAMMOTH!"
FEELING...

..IS JUST
A FALSE
ALARM!




...NOR CAN I DETECT
A TRACE OF HIS
AURA ANYWHERE
IN THE cITY!

I'M HOPING...I'M
PRAYING HE WAS
ACCIDENTALLY TAKEN
BY THE "SHIFT
POTION" I ASKED
HIM TO PREPARE!

..ZERO'S NEW
PROTECTOR...ALONG
WITH THE SPELLS
THAT SUSTAIN
HIS BODY...

S5-STRONG!!

EVERY ATTACK
FELT--

S5-SORRY, INSTINCT...
I SHOULD HAVE
LISTENED!

I COULDN'T
FIND AGEN...

...THE ANCIENT
WEAPON HE

{
) k WIELDS...

...AND OUR LACK OF
ANY KNOWLEDGE ABOUT

WHY HE IS HEREOR i R
WHAT HE WANTS... (| "'S:Efll_'gkglu

WE MUST
WITHDRAW!




HE "SLEEP OF

THE *
STONE™ ENCHANTMENT




.50 THATS
what he was
doing all
this time!

...but they
CAN
meditate!

...WHEN I 6AVE YOU
MY FINAL INSTRUCTIONS...

...I DID NOT PERCEIVE
THE CALAMITY THAT
WOULD BEFALL MY
JOURNEY TO
PARADISE. ..

6-gothwrain...!

...BUT IN MY
CALAMITY THERE
IS OPPORTUNITY!

—
A CHANCE TO
CLAIM FOR MYSELF,
THE POWER OF
ETERNITY!

THE POWER
OF NEGATIVE
INFINITY!

I HAVE ONE
FINAL MISSION
FOR YOU.

<
I MUST USE THE
~ LAST OF MY MAeIC

AND WHEN YoU TO SEND YOU ON

A PERILOUS
RETLEN. .. JOURNEY. ’

...YOU WILL
BE STRONG
ENOUGH. ..

...TO SLAY
THE DRAGON. ..

...NAMED
DREADWING.
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