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AN ARTIFICIAL
COSMOS HAS MORE
THAN ITS SHARE
OF MAINTENANCE
IT MUST FLAWLESSLY
PROBLEMS. I e
OF EXISTENTIAL TIME-
PIECE... A PLANAR
GYROSCOPE OF NATURE,
AND MAGIC.

A

MADE OF A THOUSAND ’«/
TINY LAND MASSES FLOATING \
ON A SEA OF ETHER...

A "TIME PIECE" AS
BALANCED AS IF

A MILLION ANGELS

WERE PERFORMING
BALLET ON THE
HEAD OF A PIN.

.,v-\.‘

I

3 G /&%

REQUIRING THE MOST
{  METICULOUS OF
MAINTENANCE
PROCEDURES.

WHICH MEANS TODAY
IS A REALLY SUCKY
DAY TO BE ONE
OF THE REALM'S
"CLOCKSMITHS..."

BY THE ASTRAL
WHEEL...

...I hate
mondays...




EVERYONE TO THE
NORTH IMMEDIATELY!

THE "WEIGHT”
IS STILL
TIPPING CORE-
WARDIN

BALANCE COUNCILORS
OF THE RETREAT.
EQUIPPED WITH

"DENSITY RINGS”.
THEY FLY TO THE
WEAKENED AREAS

OF THE REALM
AND "NUDGE"
AGAINST THE

PLANAR FABRIC.

WE WON'T 1
HAVE ENOUGH |
RINGS TO i 6EY.
\  COUNTER THE |
WE CAN'T COMPENSATE
FOR THE ETHER GEYSER
ERUPTING ON THE
STRONGHOLD!

A COUNCTLOR ¥
ISMISSING. 4




COUNCILOR
BRAFU?"

as a balance
councilor-...

..my power' allows
me to detect the
balance of negative
and positive

energies...

I-I NEED THIS
DENSITY RING.
I'M NOT STRONG
ENOUGH TO
OPEN DIMENSION
GATES WITHOUT
ONE...

...i could have
used my power
to see right
through
you.

TH-THE PARALYSIS
WILL WEAR OFF IN
TIME...

under normal
circumstances...
I should have
been suspicious.
g-g'nolga...
y-your older sister...
imprisoned here for
her crimes... and
You volunteering
to become her
counselor.

volunteering to

care for her

and h-eal her
imbalance.

instead you (
came to
free her-...

f ..t-to join her in .
the d-arkness.

you
were my
friend,

merigold. }

i-i trusted




th-- that was...

... THE ETHER
GEYSERI?

THE SIZE OF |
A TIDAL




“"WHAT HAPPENED
TO ALL OF THAT
POWER?"

FIRST YOU SET
THE SKY ON FIRE
WITH MAGIC... IF I ONLY
AND IN AN INSTANT, HAD AN
IT'S AS THOUGH ANSWER. ..
THE AIR WAS WHAT

E'E" TREACHERY
S AREYOU
UNLEASHING?.

UNDERSTOOD,

..THIS SKIRMISH  ITS TIME FOR EXTAY.

HAS LASTED LON6 US TO DEPART!
ENOUGHI!

I'M WORRIED
ABOUT JIJI

DEAR CAPTAIN
OF THE SOUTHERN
EDGE...

... I THANK
YOU FOR SUCH N
AN EXCITING AND
EXHILARATING

ITIS WITH MY DEEPEST
REGRET THAT INSTEAD OF
HONORABLY CONCLUDING . -
OUR CONFLICT... .WEMUST
PART WAYS WITH
A CLICHE.

BUT DO NOT
FEAR...

...THE KNOCKOUT
GAS IS "POTPOURRI




Um... SIMTH, YOU KNOW, OF
COURSE, THAT THE "POLITE"
SLEEP GAS COMES IN
GREEN AND PRODUCES
BLUE SMOKE--

--AND THE "PUTRID"

SLEEP GAS COMES IN

BLUE AND PRODUCES
GREEN SMOKE!

*NoBoDY's |
PERFECT."

D-DAMMIT...

OF A--6HF- ALL
THE FOUL
> \  MANUEVERS...

HAVE TO
PURS-UE...

THOSE TROLLS ATTACK
THE STRONGHOLD,

\ CAUSE UNTOLD HAVOC [

AND CHAOS. ..

(" ..AND Now €
THIS?7?

DUSQUE, ANSWER
Y-YOUR LINK-CRYSTALI

I NEED
YOU HERE
IMMEDIA--- £

--APTAINI ARE
YOU THERE?
PLEASE ANSWER!

I-I THINKI'M
GOING TO NEED
A LITTLE HELP--




ARE ATTEMPTING AN
ESCAPE ---

IMSTILLIN % I/
THE NORTHERN i
PENITENTIARY! ‘
' / | y | TWO POWERFUL FELONS
=~ |
1/
|




/ ALLOWING
YOU TO FREELY
UTILIZE YOUR

NATURAL
ATTACKS.

Yeah, she's blushing...
you would too if you
had to resort to
using your special
"butt attackl”

EXCELLENT Y

MOVE, GIRL...
ATTACK FROM
A PLANE I
HAVE NO
ADVANTAGE
OVER...

...BY
CLINGING
TO A WALL.

GIRL, YOU MIGHT
HAVE MADE A
FINE WARRIOR
SOMEDAY.




SOMETIMES,

YOUR MOVES
WORK BETTER
FOR YOUR
OPPONENT
THAN THEY
DO FOR YOU!

SPIDER BI$#7%
SUCKER-PUNCHED
THE HELL OUTTA

ME,* AND NOwW

IT'S TIME...

...FOR ME AND

I DIDN'T HAVE
THAT KIND OF
LEVERAGE
WHILE yOU
WERE ON THE

=7 PLUS YOU
ANCHORED YOUR-
SELF SO THAT
YOU coULD
ACCURATELY
"WEB" ME. 4

A HARSH
LESSON.

BUT THEN
AGAIN, I'M
A HARSH
\ TEACHER.

HEHEH... LOOK AT
HER! SHE THINKS

" !
PRECIOUS TO SHE'S IN PAIN!

EVEN THE
SCOREI!

LETS NOT
DELAY ANY

EWWWW. LONGER.

That's gotta

WHERE IS
MERIGOLD?

SHE'LL BE HERE.
WE'LL WAITIN
THE NEXT HALL.

YOU 6UYSs
60 AHEAD.

TIME FOR
HER TO
SHE'S IN
PAINII
v

THAT POOR
GIRL HAS
HAD ENO--

GIT TH' F%#$
AWAY, B#@%$!
AND WAIT
TILIM

DON'T
MAKE ME

NI Q KICK YOUR






N ...OR WHOMEVER
MERIGOLD, HOW WE SHOULD IS CAUSING ALL OF THE
LONG WILL IT TAKE LEAVE IMMEDIATELY... TURMOIL... INTERFERES.
TO CREATE YOUR BEFORE THE GUARDS...
"ESCAPE GATE"? A ;

Dear Diary...
Today, my dumbass
best friend, Slasher,

got her a$$ so

f--kin' owned|

It was
hilarious| I.. I UNDERSTAND,
o, TIRANT, BUT ITIS
w--t un-| T NOT "MY 6ATE.”
kin bre--th
ag--n...

TO LEAVE
THIS REALM, WE DIMENSIONAL DOORWAYS
MUST TRAVERSE ARE ONE-WAY TUNNELS
THE PLANES...

FOR STABLE PLACES
THROUGH THE "CORRAL.”

LIKE EARTH-REALM
AND JADE-REALM,
THEY AREN'T OPENING A DOOR
"CREATED.” THEY'RE IS AS SIMPLE AS
...THE CASTING A SPELL
TINY HOLES TO PULL YOU TO
IN THE "CORRAL” THE APPROPRIATE
BETWEEN PLANAR PASSAGE.
REALITIES. \

E
REALMS LIKE

THE RETREAT,
THE EXITS ARE
VERY, VERY
"SLIPPERY."

HOWEVER, I HAVE
MY SKILL, EXPERIENCE
A-AND THIS DENSITY
RING.
"..BUTID STILL FEEL ALOT
K| BETTER IF WE ALL HOLD HANDS,
N THINK VERY HAPPY THOUGHTS,
AND PRAY NOTHING ELSE
GOES WRONG..."

Meanwhile...southwest
of the Penitentiary....

side the

"deep cells”
of the Eldritch

Stronghold...



KEEP
MOVING!

MOVEI!

W-WE HAVE
TO REACH
THE PITI

DESPITE MY BEST
EFFORTS TO NEUTRALIZE
GAEO'S MAGICAL POWER,

SHE'S STILL TOO

STRONé6!

FIGHTING A
DEFENSIVE
"RUNNING
BATTLE" IS
THE ONLY
WAY OLGA
AND HER
FRIENDS
AVOID
DEATH!

I--T HAVE
MISCALCULATED!

EVEN WITH HER
TRUE POWER TRAPPED
WITHIN MY GRASP...

...6AEO WILL
EVENTUALLY
PREVAIL!

H-have we
already
failed?




Have I sent
these poor
girls straight
to their
dea--

Wh--
What's
this??2?

The battle is A \ S \ ) =
actually going e > )

AGAINST "4 Olga and her friends
X are co-ordinating
J their attacks!

"Hit and
run...”

"' y

7 "Punish
g the opening!”
i e -

=3 But Gaeo’s
{| strength and
speed should

have given
her an
IMPOSSIBLE
ADVANTAGE!




Olga, Ahlea and
Kelith are
succeeding...

...Because
they don't
KNoOw
what they're
doing is
“impossible?”

When I was their
age...ignorant of
the ways of the

world and magic...

...Before the
age of conflict...
\\\ \

...Before I
lost my
friends
to the

war...

...We did the
“impossible”
with each
adventure!

Ahlea and
Kelith...

once just
like you!

<

p
i p... [
our bond...
was just [/
{ like yours! ~
J |




TMAT... YOU

HAVE NO IDEA...

...BUT NOW
HOLDING yOU
AT BAY IS LIKE
CARESSING
A DANDE-
LIONI!

TMAT...
MAGIC... AND
POWER IS
NOTHING TO
"RESOLVEI"

I KNOW you
ARE WATCHING!

I KNOW YOU ARE
BEHIND THE ABDUCTION
OF TARK AND MESHA...

...MY FRIENDS!
MY "FAMILY!"

THOUGH, T ADMIT,
I DO NOT KNow
"WHy!"

HOWEVER...
THERE IS ONE
PIECE OF INFORMATION
I KNOW YOU ARE NOT
AWARE OF...

I CAN FEEL YOUR
POWER STRAINING
AGAINST THE CHOKE-
POINT I CREATED
BETWEEN YOU
AND YOUR
"LIVING SPELL,”

A MOMENT
AGO, IT FELT
LIKE I WAS
TRYING TO
STRANGLE A
CHURNING
WAD OF WHITE-

. HOT RAZORS...

I JUST THOUGHT
YOU WOULD LIKE
TO KNOW...
WHY yoU
WILL FAIL!

Indeed, Brod...
I wholeheartedly
agree.

"Resolve” IS
all powerful.




You want
Mesha and
Tark
returned...
but what of
JUSTICE,
Brod?

If it weren't
for them, Dreadwing
NEVER would have
found the

IF IT WEREN'T / YOU WANT
FOR THEM, / YOUR
DREADWING FRIENDS? , yvou WANT
NEVER COULD / TO ROB ME...

HAVE 3 \( OF THE ONLY
"SCARRED" ¢ THING I

MEl / / Vi HAVE LEFT!

grasped the
other side ENGAGED ME
of the IN SOME KIND
ethereal ( OF DIMENSIONAL 5--SOME

tether! "ARM-WRESTLING OF THE GAEO'S
] MATCH" TO POWER IS
| WEAKEN My ESCAPING!

HOLD!

EVERYONE!
GET DOWN!!

e

AN INCREDIBLY VIOLENT
MATTER-TELEPORT SPELL
THAT EXCHANGES A COLUMN
OF MATTER ONE MILE LONG
WITH WHAT EVER IS
IN THE SPELL'S DIRECT
PATH TWO MILES
AWAY...

...NORMALLY
USED AGAINST
FORTRESSES OR
MOUNTAIN
LAIRS.

THE PROVERBIAL
"SHOTEGUN TO KILL
THREE HOUSE-
FLIES" HERE,
HOWEVER.

spare loin-
cloth from
your side

What makes
you think
Zdon't
need it?




60T TOO )
cLosel YN




BELGAS!
EXTAY!

C-CURSE
YOU, BRODI!

6aeo.

.TDCALLIT
BACK TOO!




WE CAME
™ , TO FIND YOU
JUST ( AS SOON AS
RELTEVED : TEACHER
FAILED TO
"REPORT"

ARE YOU

w--WELL... Ufn... WELL
DONE... MY STUDENTS.
WELL DONE.

Now, then...
WE'VE
RESTED
ENOUGH.

THE WAY IS

\d
WE'RE FINE.

Now,
IF YOU'LL
EXCUSE US,

OUR BELOVED,

SUICIDAL
MARTYR OF
A COMRADE

NEEDS A

' GO0
\\_CHOKINe!

OUR RESCUE
IS NEARLY
COMPLETE.

AFTER A

CLEAR, BUT THE \ QUICK VISITTO \

NORMAL
GUARD MAY
FIND US

Without my
Gaeo present on
"The Retreat,” I'm
blinded to Brod and
his minions’
movements!

Find them
Now!

WE ARE
SECURING
THE GATE F-fool. Brod

needs no "gate
CRYSTALS. ‘/ e

THEY WILL

T PE. BROD
NOT ESCARE IS APLANES-

WALKER!

THE "DEEP
CELLS"...

..I'VE JUST
ENOUGH
STRENGTH...

HE CAN USE
THAT BLASTED
OBSERVATORY

OF HIS TO FIND
HIS OWN
"DOORSI”

DON'T YOU
EVER DO THAT
TO US AGAIN,

DO you
HEAR?

...TO TAKE
US HOME.

Th--that's
it.




Gaeo... stay
here in
the lair.

YOU ALREADY
BROD...

I'll be
back
shortly.

...UNLIKE THE
THUNDERING
OF A GATE
CRYSTAL
OPENING A
PORTAL...

...YOURE
TAKING A
STEALTHIER
ROUTE!

YOU AND
YOUR
COHORTS!

AND THE "WEATHER"
IS PERFECT FOR YOUR
DEATHS!

I CAN
FEEL YOU
SLIPPING
EVER SO
SILENTLY
ONTO THE
PLANES...

...I CAN HEAR
YOU... LIKE THE
CREAKING OF
A TINY DOOR
SLOwWLY
OPENING.

YOU'VE ALREADY
BEGUN OPENING
YOUR "SECRET
ESCAPE PASSAGE!"

I ENCHANTED
MESHA AND
TARK WITH

AURA-SHIELD

VIOLET..

...A PROTECTIVE
BARRIER AGAINST
LIGHTNING.

SO THEY
COULD BE
PUNISHED

BUT NOT
DAMAGED.

THEY TOO WILL
SUFFER... BUT...
UNLIKE YOU...
THEY SHALL
SURVIVE.



No more
warnings.
No more

1 second

chances.
NO MORE
MERCY.

you
REACTED
BEAUTIFULLY

I'M 6LAD YOURE
NOT MAKING
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