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SWORDS AND STRENG6TH AND NOT ONE
EVERYONE, YL ARE NO MORE USE HERE! OF US IS SWIFT WE'VE NO CHOICE
STAY BEHIND ENOUGH TO BUT TO MAKE OUR
ME! ESCAPE. STAND... and

CAN IT 6ROW GAEOTIS A
STRONG ENOUGH MAGEND, KELITH!
TO TEAR DOWN A LIVING SPELL!
THE BARRIER?
; ! IT CAN GROW
{ 6ATHERING A STRONG ENOUGH- -
\  ETHER!

--TO TEAR
DOWN A
THOUSAND
BARRIERS!

I'm afraid
the only way
to escape
this magend
and rescue
my friends
from this
prison...




“THE RETREAT" IS A
GIANT MAGICAL RESERVOIR
DESIGNED TO SAFELY STORE
AND PRESERVE THE ETHER
OF ANCIENT, MAGICAL
EARTH-REALM.

A "WORLD-ENCHANTMENT"
PROTECTS AND CONFINES THIS
ARTIFICIAL REALM SO WELL,
THEY GAVE "THE RETREAT"

A SECOND PURPOSE...

IN OVERFIVE | . X ...BUT TODAY, THERE'S A

HUNDRED YEARS, | COMMOTION STIRRING.
NO ONE HAS b \ / GUARDS ARE MOVING.
ESCAPED... 1 : | MAGIC IS SHIFTING.

AT FIRST, I BELIEVED THAT

THIS WAS THE WORK OF MY

ALLTES COMING TO FREE ME &
FROM MY "VACATION.”

...WHICH IS
EVEN BETTER
THAN I HOPED! ||

COUNSELOR

WHAT IS
WHAT IS THE MATTER?
GOIN6 ON

THE SECURITY
LAYER IS BEING
ATTACKED,
COUNSELOR
MERIGOLD.

AN ATTACK
BY THE MOST
CANNY OF
ASSAILANTS!




HOW CAN THIS BE?
W-WHAT OF THE
PROTECTION
ENCHANTMENTS
GUARDING THE
REALM?

"INTERDICTION,”
"ANNIHILATION"
AND "EXPULSION"?

ALL THREE ARE
COMPLETELY
IGNORING THE
INTRUDERS,
COUNSELOR
MERIGOLD.

WHOEVER IS
LEADING THESE
INVADERS
HAS A "MAGE
COUNCIL

NOT ENOUGH
INFORMATION
TO BE CERTAIN.

BUT THE TWO
I SEE ARE BOTH
EXPERTS.

..AS WELL
AS TROLVIC...
Hmmm.

IS OUR DISTRICT \

ENDANGERED?

THE CLOSEST
CONFLICT IS
AT THE WESTERN
PRECINCT.

DON'T SEEM INTERESTED
IN GAINING TERRITORY
OR TAKING LIVES...

THEY'RE A
DIVERSION?

ETHEREAL
L\ TREMORI>?




A SPELL FLARE!

THE MAGNITUDE
IS 6ARGANTUANI

AND ITS STILL
GATHERING POWER!
SOMEONE... SOMETHING
IS CASTING AN ANCIENT
MAGIC SPELL!... AND WITH
FRIGHTENING SPEEDII

ALL OF THAT

IT'S STRESSING
THE VERY FABRIC
OF THIS REALM!

AN ASSAULT
ON THE
PENITENTIARY...

I-I WAS
ABOUT TO
ASK THE SAME
QUESTION,
COUNSELOR

ANCIENT MA6IC
FLYING AROUND...

What is the
meaning of
this?

NOT WHAT I WAS
EXPECTING TO
OCCUR TODAY.




BRAFU? v 4 ...6aeo's very next

WHO IS p = \ blow will tear your A-and...
BEHIND ALL y \ pathetic little barrier extinguish
THIS...? like a moth's wing. you and your
/ > friends’ souls...
f-forever-....

own fault, y

...Y--you have no
one to blame...
but yourself.

his i I swear...I SWEAR
e \ et
: you before
Eocal I let you take my

Forget your
friends and J USTIC? from /
me!

save your- Mesha and Tark

selves! have to PAY for
what they helped...

HIM... do to me!

You are
invading my lair...
my SANCTUM...
Grandfather

|| Exthilion.




=7
I TAKE FULL N\ / YOUR PRECIOUS

RESERVOIR WILL
RESPONSIBILITY
FOR EVERYTHING \ NOT BE HARMED.

AFFAIRS, TMAT...
BUT YOUR MAGEND, GAFO, THAT HAPPENS,
THER.
THREATENS I VERY GRANDEfL ‘R

DELICATE, VERY
FPRECIOUTS BALANCE

OT FINISHED

ALS0 SENSED THR
HE SLEEPING MYMIOR O
ADE-REALM. THE “SPE

OURNA (HARGED YOI
0 PRO HAY RECENTLY
BEEN ACTIVATEDI
[T THIY DISTIIRBANCE YOUR

DOING 1

I-TI hid that Mymior
from dragon-sight with

_— an enchantment! And
= only a dragon can use
a Mymior!
A\

L/ \ 7

I SUGGEST YOI CHECK INTO
IT WITH A SCRYING SPELL
QUICKLY. BROOD QUEEN.

FOR THEY HAVE —

iyl g 8 EARNED A TINY FRACTION

ARE, PITY THEM, ‘

GRANDFATHER. OF THE WRATH I WISH >
FOR DREADWI--

Grand-
father...

¥
Dr. Gina Babette
Diggers. !

Archaeologist. Explorer...
And destroyer of my worst
enemy... slayer of my
nightmare.




I6O0TTA TELL
YOU, GINA.... SO FAR, ALL T'VE
DONE IS WATCH yoU
PLAY "BEJEWELED"
WITH THOSE WEIRD

SPELL-THINGIES!
I THOUGHT BEING

ABLE TO "SOUL-DIVE"
INTO AN ANCIENT
MAGICAL ARTIFACT
WOULD BE SO
FUN...BUT
NO0oOO!

DAMN, I MISS
THE PLAIN OLD
EXPEDITIONS WE
USE TO HAVE!

WE'D NEVER GET
ANYWHERE IF WE
STAYED WITH THE
SAME OLD THINES,

BRIANNA.

THE PLACES WE
HAVE TO 60 NOW ARE
TOUGHER... SO WE
ADAPT... OR STAY
AT HOME.

JUST A LITTLE

THIS IS MY
G6REATEST AND
STRANGEST

CHALLENGE AS AN

ARCHAEOLOGIST.

{ MORE TWEAKING,

AND WE'LL BE
IN FOR THE
ADVENTURE OF
A LIFETIMEN!

A DI6 INTO
THE ANCIENT
MEMORIES OF
A TIME-
TRAVELER.

AN EVIL, TIME-
TRAVELING,
CANINE SUPER-
6ENIUS, yOU
MEAN. ..

RIGHT NOW, THIS IS
ABOUT SCIENCE. ARCHAEOLOGY.
HISTORY!
IT'S ALSO ABOUT
BEING CAREFUL.

THAT MUTT'S

DANGEROUS! STALMOST

KILLED YOU, ME
AND ALL OF
OUR FRIENDS
THE LAST TIME
IT SAW US!

ARE YOU SURE
ITS “"ASLEEP™?




HE HASN'T BEEN
CO6NIZANT FOR
MILLIONS OF YEARS
BRIANNA... HE'S...
HE'S A VEGETABLE.

A-AFTER WE'RE DONE [

HERE... WE'LL...um...
HAVE TO... UHM...
ANYWAY...

BUT I'VE ACCUMULATED

THE ESSENCE OF
HIS RECOLLECTIONS...
DR. ALFRED STEINER HIS MEMORIES...

PEACHBODY IS
BEHIND YOU. RIGHT HERE!
WE'LL BE ABLE
TO WALK THROUGH
THEM.

EXPERIENCE HIS
PAST AS IT HAPPENED
AND EVEN EXAMINE
THE WORLD AS HE
PERCEIVED IT.

BUT WE WON'T
ACTUALLY BE
IN HIS PAST.

I HOPE
I HAVEN'T
CONFUSED

YOU YET.

>SI6GH< YOU'LL SEE
ONCE WE GET THERE.
BUT FIRST,
WHATS THE STATUS ON
OUR PHYSICAL BODIES BACK
AT THE SUBMERGED
RUINS?

GENN, SEANCE AND
SOME OF THE V-FORCE
ARE STANDING GUARD...
SORT OF.

Looks like
they're playing
"Majick the
Collecting!”

THEN LET'S
BE ON OUR
WAY...

..NEXT STOP:
THE ONLY CONTINUOUS, '\
COHERENT RECOLLECTION
I COULD COLLECT FROM
THE FRAGMENTS...
"RAGE."




ANNND WERE
Wasn't it Y,
rainin’ a I'VE PAUSED THE BUT WE CAN MOVE
\ second ago?, REFERENCE POINT FREELY AND CHECK
\____ PLAY-BACK SO WE EACH AND EVERY
CAN ORIENTATE DETAIL THAT PEACH-
\ OURSELVES. BODY'S MIND
\ &= REMEMBERED.
I WANT TO
EXAMINE THIS
DRAGON HUSK...
DETERMINE
WHETHER OR
NOT THIS IS,
INDEED, THE
REMAINS OF
DREADWING.

TO CONDUCT A
THOROUGH
EXAMINATION,
WE'LL NEED TO
LEAVE "PHANTOM-
MODE"...

...ENABLING SENSORY
PERCEPTIONS OF TOUCH,
HEARING AND SMELL...

I'LL ALSO HAVE TO
"UN-PAUSE" SO WE
CAN TRULY EXAMINE
EVERYTHING ABOUT
THIS MEMORY AND
GET A FEEL FOR--

WHAT DO yOU
THINK YOU'RE--

HEY! I KNOW
HE WAS AN EVIL
BASTARD AND
ALL...

..BUT HE ALSO
HAD THE TIGHTEST-
LOOKING REAR WE
HAVE EVER SEEN!

YOU 6ONNA
PASS UP THIS
CHANCE TO FINALLY
SQUEEZE THE
CHARMIN®?




IF I READ THIS

WELL... ANYWAY. / . E
BACK TO SCIENCE.., ' FIRIEMe e RGeS

- PEACHBODY HERE
One more MANAGED TO
for th' road! RESCUE THLS BARELY
LIVING DRAGON
FROM A "FREE-FALL"
THROUGH TIME.

THE DRAGON WAS
PUSHING... STRUGGLING
TO LEAVE THE TIME-
STREAM.

PEACHBODY'S KNOWLEDGE

OF CHRONOSPACE SCIENCE i =
AND HIS BODY'S WEIRD 4 Z & I THOUGHT you
CHI ENERGY HELPED HIM L__ WERE THE FRAGMENTS

GRAB THE DRAGON. OF My OLD TIME
- MACHINE...

I'M 60ING 3 7
TO "PLAY”" <~ ..SOMETHING

THE MEMORY . . BENJI AND I COULD

FROM THIS 7 MUTILATED, ; SALASE A

POINT... CHARRED AND
TORN FROM YOUR
SKELETON.

...HAS EVEN




THIS PART OF THE
MEMORY IS FLOODED
WITH "CALCULATIONS!
MENTAL PROCESSES!

THIS
“FUSION"
ABILITY!

IS THIS
MAGIC?







YOUR ILLUSION
ALMOST INTIMIDATED
ME, DRAGON...

BUT THIS IS
MY MIND!
MY DOMAINI

[/ 1percerve you X/

4  Asavyoune

|  HATCHLING...

"\ BORN IN THE

\' | DRAGON cITY
CIV-ALPHA...

/

I PERCEIVE
YOU AND YOUR
DEAREST FRIEND..

...A SMALLER,
WEAKER
HATCHLING...

YOU CARED
FOR HER.
PROTECTED
HER....

BUT TMAT WAS
A PLATINUM
DRAGON.

HER STRENGTH
GREW... AND SURPASSED
YOUR OWN IN TIME.

ONE DAY, SHE BECAME
THE MOST POWERFUL
OF ALL DRAGONS IN
CIV-ALPHA..AND WITH
HER POWER, GREW HER
RESPONSIBILITIES...

..WITH HER POWER,
GREW THE DISTANCE
BETWEEN YOU...

...WITH HER POWER, y
GREW THE RESENTMENT
DEEP INSIDE YOU.

IN A SPECTACULAR
MOMENT OF STUPIDITY,
YOU CHALLENGED TMAT
FOR HER RULE IN FRONT
OF HER OWN COURTI

TO yOU, SHE
WAS STILL THAT
LITTLE RUNT YOU

PROTECTED...

...BUT SHE PROVED \
THAT IMAGE FALSE \
RATHER QUICKLY.

DRACONIC LAW
DICTATES A CHALLENGE
MAY ONLY END IN
SUBMISSION OR
DEATH.

YOUR PRIDE REFUSED
TO SUBMIT TO HER...

YOU FORCED TMAT
TO MUTILATE YOU...
TO BEAT YOU WITHIN
A HAIR OF YOUR LIFE
TO CONVINCE HER
SUBORDINATES

THAT YOU WERE

SHE BANISHED
YOU IN SECRET.

HER MERCY WAS
THE MOST BITTER
HUMILIATION TO

YOU... AND YOU
WOULD NEVER
FORGIVE HER.

I SEE you
FOR WHO you
TRULY ARE...

...AND
YOU. AIN'T,
$#1%I



YOUR POTENTIAL
/ however... WAS NOT THE SAME
AS TMAT AND THE
OTHER DRAGONS'. YOUR TALENT
WAS NOT IN

YOUR POTENTIAL
ZENITHED WHEN
YOU ACQUIRED...

I PERCEIVE
YOUR RETURN
TO TMATS
COURT.

INDEED...
THE "WURM"
HAD TURNED.

BY THE TIME-RAFT
WAS IMPOSSIBLE
FOR TMAT AND
HER ALLIES TO
RESIST!

YOU COULD BE
ANYWHERE AND
NOWHERE.

YOU COULD STOP
THE FLOW OF TIME
AROUND THEIR
MAGIC, MAKING
EVEN THE MOST
POWERFUL SPELLS
INERT!

YOU ¢coULD
f CAST SPELLS
A THAT WOULD TAKE

CENTURIES OF

CONCENTRATION ’'r

IN AN INSTANTI! / AND YET, TMAT
WAS STILL ABLE

TO DENY YOUR

SATISFACTIONI!




SHE

Y REFUSED

TO LET
HERSELF
HATE...
OR FEAR

EVEN AFTER
ALL OF YOUR
CRIMES, HER

EYES STILL

FORGAVE YOU.

YOU BASTARD.

She wanted
it.

TO HER, YOU
WERE STILL
THE "LITTLE
BOY”" THAT
PROTECTED

and I will

forever.

.

e

,\\l :

..HOWEVER, \§
YOU KNEW
EXACTLY HOW
TO DESTROY
HER LOVE..HOW
TO ATTAIN
THE VICTORY
YOU WANTED.

And you
will look into
our child’s
eyes... and

see mine.

And you will

remember my

\ victory over
3 you.




BRIANNA, ™ USING A BLASTER THIS IS JUST
STOPH! ISN'TGOING TO | A RECOLLECTIONI
SOLVE ANYTHING PLUS WE CAN'T
RISK DAMAGING
ANY OF THE

But after we're
done, feel free

y/ YOU VANQUISHED to "bussakap®!

THE BROOD QUEEN.
- YOUR POWER OVER

“TIME-MAGIC" WAS
D\ FEARED BY ALL.

BUT NOW
YOU'RE JUST
A TINY, THOUGH
POTENTIALLY
USEFUL, LITTLE TELL ME, Y
PARAKEET HOW DID youU
TAKING UP COME TO FALL
TWO PERCENT THROUGH HOW DID
OF My TIME?  YOU REACH
ESSENCE. THIS...
LowLy
STATE?

JUST LIKE
you, I WAS
DEFEATED...




n
g
A
==y

g







GINA! WHATS
60ING6 ON?

PEACHBODY'S MEMORIES
ARE STREAMING TOO FAST
FOR ME RIGHT NOW!

BEFORE... IF HIS
THOUGHTS WERE
WORDS IN A BOOK,
I WAS READING
HIS MEMORIES
LIKE THEY WERE
COMING FROM A
TELEPROMPTER. ..

IT INCREASED THEIR
COMBINED MENTAL
CAPABILITY BY AN
ASTRONOMICAL
FACTORI

=y I-ICAN'

DECIPHER THE
CALCULATIONS
THEY WERE
MAKING!

THEY'RE
BEYOND ME,
BRIANNA!

beyond me!

WERE THEY
DOING THAT
TOOK SO MUCH
THINKING???

WHAT ARE
THEY DOING? S

T-THAT'S JUST
IT, BRIANNA!
I DON'T KNOW!

...PEACHBODY AND

DREADWING WERE
"WRITING" AN
ENCYCLOPEDIA

BUT FROM
A SECONDII

THIS POINT 7
ON.. A

THEM NOW!

I KNow
WHAT THEY
WERE DOING!



I-T'VE 60T TO
PAUSE THIS...

\ WHAT THE
\ HECK?

JINKIESH!

...I WOULD HAVE NEVER
DETECTED THIS INSTANTI

WHILE
BOTH PEACHBODY
AND DREADWING

WERE ENRAGED
AND ENGAGED
WITH THEIR NEW
TASK...

STEALING
.DREADWING WAS.. ETHEREAL

...WAS SNEAKING N
"NIBBLES” FROM
PEACHBODY'S “LEECHING"!
ESSENCE!

- JINKIES]

HE'S SUNK TO A
NEW LOW SINCE
I "READ" THAT
MYMIOR IN
"THE HALL OF

DRAGONS...™ Y-YOU CAN'T

TAKE YOUR
EYES OFF THAT
BASTARD FOR
A SECONDI

*6INA WATCHED DREADWING
BETRAY HIS ALLIES BACK
IN ISSUES 41-43. --F.




WE'VE LEARNED
ALL WE CAN.

YOU TURNED
OFF THE
"RECOLLECTION"?

WE WERE
AT THE
END OF THE
DATA-
STREAM
WHEN I

PAUSED. ....WE STILL DON'T
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT
HAPPENED TO /
PEACHBODY!

HOW'D HE

WIND UP A
SHREDDED
VEGETABLE
STUCKIN A
DRAGON'S

MYMIOR?

WE DON'T

KNOW THE
WHOLE
STORY!

BUT WE HAVE
JUST LEARNED
\ THE "BEGINNING,"
j BRIANNA.

I'VE FINISHED
ARCHIVING
THIS MYMIOR'S
DATA.

WE CAN LEAVE
NOW... BUT
FIRST...

...PEACHBODY'S
ESSENCE HAS BEEN
SLOWLY ROTTING
HERE FOR MILLIONS
OF YEARS.

AND, I'M AFRAID,
WE ARE ABOUT
TO HAVE A HAND
IN CONCLUDING
HIS STORY
VERY SOON.

WE'LL HAVE TO
FILL IN THE
MIDDLE AS WE
CONDUCT NEW
INVESTIGATIONS.

HE NO LONGER
LIVES... HE ONLY
"EXISTS" IN
MINDLESS
MISERY.

HE CANNOT
THINK. HE CANNOT
REMEMBER... He
cannot be healed.

Brianna...
I have to do...
the humane
thing.




] y: ...HE TRIED TO KILL
i-I know he’s ME AND MY FAMILY
my enemy... f AND EVERYONE I

LOVED.

I KNOW HE MAY
YET SUCCEED THANKS
TO WHATEVER HE
AND DREADWING
COOKED UP.

i-IT'S LIKE
il YOU TOLD ME

e - EARLTER, GINA.

THE PLACES
WE HAVE TO
GO NOW...

...ARE TOUGHER.

A LOT TOUGHER.
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