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Mermaid's Rest Inn: Port Arn...

...Jade Realm.




BRIANNA DIGGERS,
WHAT IS THE
MATTER WITH

I THOUGHT WE

AGREED--
"NO WEAPONS
OR ARMOR
SYSTEMS IN
CIVILIAN
POPULATED
AREAS!"

...WHAT THE
HELL IS THE

YOU DO REMEMBER
HOW TECHNOPHOBIC
THE PEOPLE OF JADE-

REALM ARE, DON'T

S

BRITANNY'S

S5SING,
GINAIll

PLUS IT'S
BARELY PAST
SUNRISE!

MAKING ALL
THAT NOISE!

I'M ALLERGIC
TO THE CRACK OF

BUTI'VE
6OT A BETTER
QUESTION...

Y

HOW CAN
YOU REST?
HOW CAN
YOU EVEN




...Brianna,
we can't.

WE CAN'T RESCUE

WITHOUT
TRYING SOME-
THING?
ANYTHING?

WHY AREN'T
WE WORKING

WHY AREN'T WE KICKIN'
THE HELL OUT OF SOMEONE'S
@$$ FOR PULLIN' THIS $#i+lll

BECAUSE THERE IS NO
ONE TO TAKE "REVENGE"
ON... BECAUSE THERE IS
NO SOLUTION WE
COULD POSSIBLY
IMPLEMENT.

...I TALKED TO DAD
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED
TO BRITANNY.

WHEN WE
6OT BACK FROM
GRAMMY'S
FUNERAL...*

*THE FUNERAL WAS LAST ISSUE... -F.

BRITANNY.

THERE'S
NOTHING )
WE CAN DO. /

OH, I CANT
BELIEVE THIS!
I CAN'T BELIEVE
WHAT I'M
HEARING!

HE TOLD ME
WHAT HE LEARNED
WITH HIS MA6IC
AND WHAT HE
LEARNED FROM
TIFANNY.

BRIT'S
TRAPPED IN
QUASI-SPACE.
DAD WAS
HOPING...
PRAYING... THAT
MY SCIENCE
COULD DO
WHAT WAS
IMPOSSIBLE
FOR ANY KIND
OF MAGIC.

Of all the
"I'm sorries” I've
ever said to Dad...
that one... was
the nadir.




IDID
THE MATH
ON THIS...

...OR RATHER...
I STARTED
THE MATH.

QUASI-SPACE
IS THE BUFFER
BETWEEN
REALMS...
DIMENSIONS.

THE BLACK-HOLE-
STRENGTH 6LUE
OF REALITY.

THEN WHAT
ARE WE WAITING
FOR?

EVEN IF WE KNEW WHERE
TO LOOK... EVEN IF WE
FOUND BRIT... WE
COULDN'T SAVE HER.

WE'D NEED A "LEVER" AS WIDE
AS THE GALAXY AND A "FULCRUM"
THE SIZE OF JUPITER EVEN TO
LIFT A HAIR'S CRACK INTO
QUASI-SPACE.

WE'D HAVE A BETTER
CHANCE OF FISHING
BRIT OUTOF A

LET'S FISH
BRITANNY'S
BUTT OUT OF
A FRIGGIN' [
STARIII

I wish...

...it were
that simple.

IT WOULD LITERALLY
TAKE ME A MILLION
YEARS TO FINISH

THE MATH ON THIS, f
BRIANNA. ‘

THERE'S A REASON WE'VE
NEVER DONE ANY KIND OF
EXPERIMENTS OR ANYTHING
WITH QUASI-SPACE....
WECAN'T.




Gina...oh, Gina...
they're gone.

n-No more stories No more
from Grammy. racing
with

We have to
carry on,
Brianna.

MRRR... SO THIS
IS SOME KINDA
MAGE RESERVATION
OR SOMETHING?
WHATS THE DEAL
HERE, ANYWAY?

My GUESS IS
THAT THEY WISH
TO RESTORE THE
ETHER OF EARTH

TO ITS FORMER
GLORY SOMEDAY,
SHRIKE.

EARTH'S CURRENT
LEVEL OF MAGIC IS
IS VERY SMALL IN

COMPARISON.

We can't
reach Brit'.
We don't

w-We have to Ynow how:

move forward.

But if there
is an answer-...
we'll only
find it...

RETREAT? |

Pl

WHEN THE MAGIC-
CRAFTERS OF
EARTH DISCOVERED
ETHER FADING
AWAY...THE MAGIC
OF EARTH DYING...

WM ..THEY ScavENeED
Wl s mucH ETHER
‘ AS THEY COULD..

\
| ..AND BUILT
N\ | & THIS, RANTS...

...A "PRESERVED
MUMMY" OF
EARTH'S MAGIC.




THE SEALING SPELLS

USED TO PRESERVE THE

OLD MAGIC OF EARTH
ALSO SERVE A
SECOND FUNCTION,
HOWEVER...

S50 THAT'S WHY
THE RETREAT IS
ALSO A PRISON...

THE "MAGIC
MOON" USED
TO PRESERVE

THE ETHER

EBBS INTO

"SLEEP” EVERY

TWELVE /‘

WHEN "NIGHT-
FALL" ARRIVES,
WE'LL LEAVE
THE PROTECTION
OF THE "NATURE
MASK” DRUID
ENCHANTMENT
RANIS WOVE
FOR US...

...AND BEGIN
THE RESCUE.

...THEY FORM THE FOUNDATION

ENCHANTMENT FOR THE MOST

SECURE HOLDING MAGIC EVER
CRAFTED.

...AND SOMEWHERE
INSIDE IS TIRANT.

WHEN DO
WE START

REMEMBER...
JUST LEAVE
THE 6UARDS TO
ME AND MY

PRECIOUS!

SITTING UNDER INSTEAD, WE
THIS BUSH WOULDN'T  cOT A DECK
OF WAITING! jA BE SO BORING IF WE'D OF POKER
BROUGHT A FEW CARDS?
VIDEO 6AMES!

wERE ARRAY!

WE SHARE
OUR THOUGHTS!
MAN! WHAT
WERE WE

THINKI--

HEY, RANIS!

CHECK OUT

THE NORTH
WALL!




AXOMA?
AMOXA?

WHATS THE

SITUATION

FROM YOUR
END?

V ...WHOEVER THAT
/{ NEWPLAYERIS,

HE'S VERY 600D!

PERHAPS...

...600D ENOUGH
TO SERVE AS
A DIVERSION!

WERE JUST AS
SURPRISED AS
YOU ARE,
RANLS!

YOUR SPELLS

ARE WORKING
NICELY,
JILJL...

= >
IT SEEMS = |

WE AREN'T
THE ONLY
INTRUDERS
ASSAULTING
THE PRISON.

THAT AREA IS \
IN THE ELDRITCH

SUCH STEALTHI
30 FEET OF WALL
SCALED IN THE
BLINK OF AN

= e

==~
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NOTHING'S BEEN
ALERTED TO YOUR
POSITION BECAUSE
WE'RE IN CHARGE
OF THE AREAS

..BUT THAT
NEW INTRUDER

<
...OF ONE-THIRD
OF THE AURA
GUARDS HERE!




NOW, SIMTH...
IF yOU WOULD
BE SO KIND AS
TO UNRAVEL
vs?

OF COURSE,
JLJL.

AHLEA: FORMER RONIN
SAMURAL. CURRENTLY ‘
A STUDENT OF THE
" EEP STYLE." ONE OF | | BELGAS: ARMSMASTER

~ | GUARD. CURRENTLY
| A STUDENT OF THE
= "LEEP STYLE.”

. OF JADE AND FORMER
OLGA'S BEST FRIENDS. ADVENTURER. BROD

WAS ONCE HIS
MENTOR.

KELITH: FORMER AURA
BLADE. CURRENTLY A
STUDENT OF THE
"LEEP STYLE.”" ONE OF |
OLGA'S BEST FRIENDS. |

ARMSMASTER
OF JADE AND
FORMER

{ MONSTER-
BROD: A.K.A. "JIJI" (OLD GEEZER). f HUNTER. BROD

FORMER WARLORD OF THE TROLL \ X WAS ONCE

/ HORDES. CURRENTLY THE HERMIT { HER MENTOR.
- SAGE OF JADE-REALM'S "MAGIC
OBSERVATORY". CURRENTLY
OLGA’S MENTOR.

EXIAY: ARMSMASTER
OF JADE-REALM AND
MERCENARY. BROD WAS
] ONCE HIS MENTOR.

SIMTH: ARMSMASTER
OF JADE-REALM AND
LEGENDARY HUNTER.
BROD WAS ONCE HIS
MENTOR.




THE MOST
DIFFICULT ASPECT
OF THIS RESCUE
THUS FAR?
CONTAINING
] my ExcITEMENT!

ON ONE STILL
NIGHT, I OVERHEARD
MY FRIENDS PLANNING
TO START A LITTLE
FAMILY TOGETHER...

I HAVEN'T FELT THIS
EXHILARATION SINCE...
THE BAD OLD DAYS...

BACK THEN, I WAS
PITTED AGAINST
ELDRITCH TREACHERY
THRICE WEEKLY.

ITS NICE TO KNOW
I'VE STILL 60T
"THE TOUCH."

I HAD INVITED THEM TO
SHARE MY RESIDENCE...
THE MAGIC OBSERVATORY

OF JADE-REALM...

..AND THEY MADE
MY BLEAK, DISMAL
LABORATORY...

EVEN INCLUDED
A PLACE FOR ME...
"UNCLE BROD."”

IMAGINE THA /

ELVES AND

2
&
sB

»"\v

..."Family.” i\

5.



FIFTEEN ROYAL
BLADES APPEARED
AND ABDUCTED
MY FRIENDS... _BUTONLY
AFTER A BRUTAL
MERCILESS
CASTIGATION.

THEY TOOK
MY "FAMILY”
FROM ME.

I BESEECHED
THE MAGE COUNCIL
FOR AN EXPLANATION.

I WANTED
TO KNOW WHY
THE ELDRITCH
GOVERNMENT
WAS ALLOWED

TO SEIZE MY
FRIENDS WITH-
OUT FORMAL
ARREST OR
LAWFUL
DEFENSE.

BUT LORD MECCO...
RULER OF THE ELDRITCH AND THE
EMPIRE... FEIGNED COUNCIL
BELIEVED
HIM...OR
PERHAPS
THEY
FEIGNED
IGNORANCE
AS WELL.

...THE ONLY SALVATION
FOR MY FRIENDS...
MY "FAMILY"...

..RESTED WITH
ME AND MY OLD
STUDENTS.




A FIGHT FOR
FREEDOM AND

JUSTICE... g
JUST LIKE ...FROM HERE

ON, OUR RESCUE
OLW'D-HEAB)%?’ MISSION BECOMES
ALITTLE MORE
DIFFICULT.

ONLY I COULD
WIPE THIS THE SPIRE AND THE
GRIN OFF ] AREA BELOW ARE
MY FACE. > e ) PATROLLED BY THE
~ ASTRAL WATCHERS.

OUR ENTIRE RESCUE
PARTY COULDN'T HAVE
NEGOTIATED A PATH
TO THIS LOCATION
EVEN WITH MY
STRONGEST
MAGIC.

ONLY A LONE, SKILLED
INFILTRATOR STOOD
A CHANCE.

BUT A GREAT DEAL TO REACH THE ELDRITCH
MORE THAN THE STRONGHOLD AND MY
WATCHERS LIES IN FRIENDS WHO ARE
OUR WAY NOW. KEPT PRISONER
INSIDE...

THE OBSTACLES ARE TOO
NUMEROUS AND CANNY
EVEN FOR SIMTH'S
STEALTH.

BELGAS. VYRLGA.

YOU WILL ASSAULT
THE WALL TO THE
NORTH.

FIGHT YOUR
WAY TO THE ‘ p : I
6REEN TOWER ; / FROM OUR CURRENT
AND REACH THE 4 POSITION, THE SECURITY
HIGHEST POINT FORCES WON'T BE ABLE
YOU CAN. g } TO ASSEMBLE THEIR FULL
/ STREN6TH AGAINST YOU
BEFORE WE FIND MYy
FRIENDS.

THAT GATE IS
NEAR THE SOUTH-
YOU WeL CENTRAL DISTRICT. /.
ASSAULT - o
THE WESTERN : \ :
PRECINCT. - WHERE THE LOOKS LIKE
SOUTHERN WE GET THE
HARASS THE \ EDGE GUARD ARE CHALLENGE

T | CURRENTLY OF THIS
GAJEI\’I:L?‘II'ZESFN 3 MISSION,

‘ — SIMTH.
D777 )




I NEVER SAID THIS ' y
QUEST WOULD BE
EASY, EXIAY... /

BUTIDID
SAY... I'D
MAKE IT
EASIER!

AHHH! YOU'RE STILL FULL
OF SURPRISES, JIJI... MANY
A TIME I'VE HAD TO DEAL
WITH THIS SPELL...

|
..BUT NEVER BEFORE g 7= AN
FOR My BENEFIT! ‘// |
/ ] —dbus

THE ENCHANTMENT
WILL ONLY LAST MORE
FOR TEN MINUTES! THAN ENOUGH
TIME!

Y-YOU KNOW
THE WIND-FORM
SPELL?

BUT--THAT'S
A ROYAL SPELL OF
THE ELDRITCH!

OBVIOUSLY...
I WAS TUTORED.

HOW DID
YOU LEARN
LI

WE ARE THE RESCUE
PARTY, MISS KELITH.

EVERYONE
ELSE IS
RUNNING
INTERFERENCE

TO RESCUE My

FRIENDS, WE WILL
HERE. THE GUARDS HAVE TO MATCH

BETWEEN US AND THE THEM...
ELDRITCH STRONGHOLD
USE AURA-BLADES.







(/
WE ARe NOT i , Y

THE CRIMINALS I-TMPOSSIBLE! THERE WAS \ 2 T-THERE WAS
HERE- NO INDICATION No WAy FOR
THAT THIS : i ‘ '} YOU TO FIND

AREA WAS TO y ;

BE PLACED UNDER ’
OBSERVATION
YET...

)\ EXCELLENT WORK,
| AXOMA... AMOXA.

N

P —"
- ; ORDER ALL SENTRIES ORDER ALL SENTRIES |\
‘ TO WIELD LEFT-HANDED Y | JHIF MASISTER TO WIELD RIGHT-
YOU SHOULD ‘ : TO SUBDUE THEM.
el ..ABIT ‘ BROUGHT IN FOR
MORE OFTEN, .\ ' QUESTIONING.

INTIUTION... N COMMANDER , . ;

WHO COULD - Y, / ' \

HAVE GUESSED -

THESE INTRUDERS
WERE HERE... HIDING

IN A BLIND

SPOT...

REDUCE
EVERY LAST
INTRUDER
TO ASH.




b —
W L-LorD
\ mecco..?

I WILL NOT
FIGHT MY

OLD COMRADES. [ &8

I WAS FOOLISH
TO FOLLOW THIS
TROLL ON HIS
CRUSADE.

IDIDNOT \
KNOW HE
wouLp |
LEAD ME |
AGAINST MY |
PEOPLE. |

, I PLACE MYSELF
| UNDER THE PROTECTION
™\ AND WISDOM OF LORD
MECCO'S MERCY.







OLGAI
WHAT'S WRONG
KELITH WITH YOU TWOI??

HAVE you
FORGOTTEN W
YOUR LESSONS o\ \\A




EVERYONE,
BEHIND ME!
Nowill

I'M CASTING
"6LACIAL
WALLI"

R\ = / ff

¥\ ¥

l‘ \B , /f/ﬂ\/ M

l - AJ‘J"

CAN'T HURT
OUR ARMOR.




OH,HOWILOVE \ 7/
BEING A MAGE... ...EVERYONE FORGETS
HOW STRON6 MY
ARMS ARE!

THIS WAY TO
THE HOLDING
. CELLSI

Something
is very wrong
here in my
ARE YOU COMING? old home...

I AM WITH
YOU, FRIEND
; OLGA...

IDO NOT
BELIEVE

AN ENTIRE
STAR* OF GUARDS
DEFEATED IN AN
INSTANT???

To attack one
who has surrendered
is beyond dishonor!
BEYOND SHAME!

Something
is very, VERY
wrong!

..I WAS
JUST LOOKING
FOR SOMETHING
I HAD DROPPEDI

I WARNED yOU
NOT TO UNDER-
ESTIMATE THESE
INTRUDERS,
COMMANDER.




I KNOW THEM, I
KNOW THEIR STRENGTH,
AND I KNOW WHAT
THEY WANT.

WATCH-KEEPERS,
HOW MANY SENTRIES
CAN YOU CHANNEL
TO THE WESTERN

l EXPERT TROLL
OTHER WATCH- WARRIORS WHO
KEEPERS HAVE SEEM TO BE ABLE
DETECTED NEW TO OUTMATCH OUR
INTRUDERS! ELITE GUARDSI!

DETENTION BLOCK
OF THE STRONG-
HOLD?

MANY OF OUR
RESERVE SENTRIES
ARE ENGAGED IN
BATTLE WITH THOSE
INTRUDERS, LORD

MIGHT WE SUGGEST
DIVERTING SENTRIES
FROM THEIR POSTS...

AT THE CENTRAL
STRONGHOLD?

HMPH. THE CENTRAL
STRONGHOLD IS MERELY
THE "SHARED DETENTION

AREA.” AN HONORARY
GUARD POST.

THE HUMANS AND
DWARF MAGE CAN KEEP
WATCH. OUR NEEDS
COME FIRSTI

-.INMATES
\ TIRANT, 6NOLGA
AND HANZA,
LORD MECCO.

AGREED... THE
CENTRAL POST
ONLY HAS THREE

A SINGLE
STAR OF HUMAN
GUARDS AND A
COUNCILOR ARE MORE
THAN ENOU6H TO
WATCH OVER
THEMI

THEY WARD
THE DOORS AND
PORTALS...

J b
...BUT NO ONE -
EVER THINKS

TO PROTECT THE
WALLS FROM [
SPELLS LIKE

"DISJUNCTION"

OR "SHATTER"...

NOW THEN... \ I CAN

SENSE THE
STEP LIVELY. AURAS OF

MY FRIENDS
DOWN HERE!

SIRE, BROD...
IF I MAY....
WHO ARE

THESE TROLLS
WE'RE
RESCUING?



WERE TROLLS,
KELITH? WHEN WAS THE
LAST TIME yOU
ELVES WENT OUT
OF YOUR WAY TO
CAPTURE AND
HOLD A TROLL
HERE?
BUT WERE N
AT WAR!
50 WHAT
DOES THAT

TELL yoU?

KELITH?
YOU'RE THE
MOST TALENTED
AND SKILLED
STUDENT IN OUR

WHAT DO YOU
THINK AHLEA
AND I WOULD

DO...

THE STRONGHOLD
IS ONLY MEANT FOR
IMPORTANT

D-DURING THE DAYS
SECURITY RISK.

OF THE OLD WARS.
A TROLL GENEI
OR COMMANDER

” BROD'S FRIENDS...
ARE...

-..ARE ELDRITCH?2?

WHY DO YOU THINK
BROD ASKED FOR
OUR HELP?

BECAUSE
WERE
"EXPERTS"?
NOPE!
BECAUSE
WE WOULD
UNDER-
STAND!

...IF THE HUMAN KAISER,
THE ELDRITCH LORD, OR EVEN
THE TROLVAN EMPRESS HER-
SELF STOLE YOU AWAY
FROM US WITHOUT GIVING
US THE CHANCE TO LEGALLY
DEFEND YOUR RIGHTS?

THAT'S RIGHT! WE'D COME
AND GET yOU oUTI!

NO MATTER THE RI--

0-Olga...
you are
correct...

.I'ma
bllfhermg
idiot. 4



\V
I KNEW WE THREE
PESTOES! WERE DESTINED TO
BE FRIENDS FER LIFE
EVER SINCE THE WILD,
CRAZY NIGHT WE TOOK
ON THAT DRUNKEN
PLATOON OF MONSTER-
HUNTERS BACK AT
\  THE BLACK PINE INN!

woool
WE 60TTA I was drunk
DO THAT and out of

SUMTIME! W ot
V [~ \

" er..OLGA'S
REFERRING TO

{

7=

I'M WONDERING
WHERE THE PATROL
SENTRIES ARE.

DETOURING
AWAY FROM CHOKE-
POINTS AND ACCESS

PASSAGES WOULD
HAVE ALLOWED
US TO EVADE
MOST OF THEM...

C ..BUTNOT
\ ALLWI

UNLESS THIS
AREA WAS EVACUATED
INTENTIONALLY.

| ...THIS 15 6EAOI
SHE BELONGS
TO TMAT, THE

| brAGON BROOD
QUEENI



ITS CLAWS cUT
THROUG6H THE
FABRIC OF REALITY!
ITS TEETH DRAIN
THE VERY ESSENCE
OF souLslll

WHY 1S 6EAO
6UARDING MY

ALL SENTRIES
HOLD HERE.

WE ONLY NEED
TO KEEP THEM
FROM ESCAPING /£
THEIR FATE. JJ

/,/__,_—
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