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GD TANGENT: “Madrid...”

YL'DAHJIM.
MY BIRTH-
PLACE...
THE BIRTH-
PLACE OF
ALL DJINNI.

PHYROGOTH'S
LAIR.

MY PRISON.

I RETURNED TO
YL' DAHJIM, THANKS
TO A YOUNG HUMAN

EXPLORER NAMED

GINA DIGGERS.

TRULED
MY WORLD.

I WANTED

I REACHED
FOR THE

ULTIMATE
POWER. ..

PHYROGOTH, THE
PLANES-CRAWLER,
RECOVERED ME AND
OTHER DJINNI
ESCAPING FROM
THE CALAMITY
I.. I. c-CAUSED..

ey

q /4
<

...AND MYy

PARADISE
WAS
LOsT.

..ON YL' DAHJIM

N

THE DJINNI ELDER T SAW
HAD SURVIVED THE
GREAT CALAMITY AND —

WAS GOING TO LET
THAT BRAT EXAMINE
THE MAGIC SUNI

I TOOK GINA'S
FORM TO TRICK

| THE ELDER AND
CHALLENGED MY




GINA BANISHED
ME HERE. SHE TRICKED
ME HERE...TO THIS
LITTLE "PUZZLE BOX
ON THE MOON.”

I USED TO

BELTEVE THAT...

IFI HAD TO
"FIGURE IT
OUT"... REALLY
USE MY HEAD
TOGET A
RESULT...

BUT THE OLD
ME IS GONE.

REPLACED BY A
PERFECT DUPLICATE
OF GINA'S MEMORIES,
BODY AND TALENTS
FROM WHEN I TRIED
TO MIMIC HER IN
ORDER TO REACH
THE "MAGIC SUN.”

L TJUST
WASN'T WORTH
THE EFFORT.

BUT
GINA.

SHE

VE:
PUZZLES!

SHE ENJ'MD MAKING
“THIS "RIDDLE"..

SHE EXPECTS I WON'T
BE ABLE TO LEAVE My
PRISON AND TRAVERSE
THE VOID TO EARTH!

THE "OLD ME”
WOULD HAVE
BEEN
HELPLESS!

IMSTILL
..I'M STILL N MADRID!

"ME”, HOWEVER.

GINA'S MEMORIES
AND LITTLE QUIRKS
CONSTANTLY INVADE
MY ESSENCE, BUT
BY GOLLY, I CAN

KEEP THEM AT... I'm not...

becoming

like.. her

HOWEVER...

IDQ like

puzzles now.




CORRECTION... ESPECTALLY

AND T AM

I LIKE SOLVING WHEN FINDING BETTER THAN
PUZZLES. THE SOLUTION YOU, GINAI
PROVES I'M
BETTER!

I TOOKEVERY |
SCRAP YOU OVER- |5
LOOKED. ..

..PARTS FROM
MY ANDROID,
ALPHA 7...

gl MY ENTIRE
; SONIC SHOWER
Z]

...MY FOOD AND
WATER PROCESSOR
FILTERS...

..MY ELECTRIC
TOOTHBRUSH. ..

..AND I USED THEM |~ 4
TO SOLVE YOUR
“'RIDDLE!"

I COULDN'T POSSIBLY
TAKE ANOTHER DAY
OF MY OWN...

“"STALENESS.”

THERE. FINISHED.

|

MY "ESCAPE ‘
POD“IS And not
COMPLETE! §| a moment too
soon.

START THE
INTERNAL
LIFE SUPP-

§

wh-WHAT??? |8
LOW POWERI???

— \nukf
mmn, < : e ~
I BLED OFF [ , ~
LIFE SUPPORT \ IT'S GOING TO
! HOOIMUCHIRROW BT 3 Is FALLING LG N e |

RUN OUT BEFORE
I... ICAN...

huff RE-

START. ..

I... PLAYED
TOO CLOSE...
TO THE
"EDGE"...

I'm... going
to... to...




GET UP OFF
THE FLOOR
AND FOR
ONCE IN YOUR
SORRY EXCUSE
OF AN EXIST-

YOU'VE
ALWAYS
GIVEN UP!

&
AND NOW,
EVEN WITH

YOUR LIFE
IN YOUR

OWN HANDS...

YOU SURRENDER.

YOU DISGUST ME. \ \\‘

YOUSICKEN MEN » THIS IS JUST
ANOTHER PUZZLE(

AND I ASSURE
YOU, IT WON'T
BE YOUR LAST!

- - —

g-GINA...? THE

RTY
GINA>»>"
i...REMEMBER

A-AND NOT
ONLY FROM
GINA'S
MEMORIES. ..

| E
..WHO
‘ YOURE THE SPOKE TO
| ONE. PHYROGOTH...
\ ;




IF I CAN
FIGURE OUT
HOW TO
REWIRE THE
AIR FAN POWER
COUPLING IN
TIME...

..F-FOUR
MINUTES
WITHOUT

AIR!

THEY... THEY
STILL WORKM

WAIT... THATS
RIGHT! THEYRE
“SOLAR"l THE
BATTERY STILL
HAS...

I HAVE AN
EXTERNAL
POWER SOURCE
THAT WON'T
USE UP ANY
OF My AIR!

...I CAN POWER
THE FAN ON LOW
AND RUN THE
CARBON RECYCLER
WITH THIS
BATTERYH!
IT SHOULD RUN
FOR A FEW MINUTES...
WHILE THE MAIN
SYSTEM RESTARTS!

S0 INSTEAD OF
TWENTY MINUTES...

NEVER...
HELD MY
BREATH...

. HAVE
TO CON-
CENTRATE...

[VA-‘A
...A puzzle
to solve.

GD TANGENT: end...
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\\ Bz k%
FOUND

HOPEFULLY,

= THEY'LL BE
ABLE TO
LEAD ME

TO THEIR
SECRET

...THE ONLY PERSON ON
EARTH WHO KNOWS
WHERE BRITANNY IS.

!

| ForHER
| sake.

W zsHaL |
| NoT FatL |

i



YOU LEFT
BEFORE I COULD
PROPERLY
INTRODUCE
MYSELF!

7 ’// )i
P 4 oh, (@% W
/A #

MY NAME \I
IS GARFIELD
SILVEAR.. o

..AND I HAVE
A FEW QUESTIONS
FOR yOU.

I APOLOGIZE, BUT...
I'M AFRAID I CANNOT
GIVE YOU THE OPTION

TO REFUSE.




A FRIEND OF
MINE... A DEAR
FRIEND... IS IN

TERRIBLE
DANGER!

YOUR ELDER,
GOTHWRAIN,

YOU MUST
LEAD ME TO
GOTHWRAIN!

YOU MUST LEAD
ME TO HIS LAIR
WITHIN YOUR

KNOWS How
TO REACH
HER!

FooL!
you
IpIoT

THEY'D RUN INTO
AN ESCAPE AREA
THEY'D PREPARED!

WHAT WAS I THINKING?
LETTING THOSE ROGUES
CHOOSE THEIR OWN
HIDING PLACE!I?

BUILDINGS
AWAY...

<T-THAT "ESCAPE
TUNNEL" IDEA...
like... TOTALLY
BLOWS, LYDIAb*

«<SHUT UPI IT WAS

FOR DUCKING THE PIGS,
NOT WERECATS!>

*TRANSLATED FROM WERE-RAT-- F.

HIDDEN CITY,
"DARK HOME"!

..GOING
ONIN
THERE?

<THATS WHY WE

PICK POCKETS AFTER

TRASH PICK-UP,
REMEMBER??22>




<ATLEAST

ITSNOT A P
SEWAGE '
PIPE, \

L
MOISHAI> ‘t

oh.. 8
$#1%1 B

<PFT!
WHATEVER! LISTEN UP!
ITS STILL | WEREGETTIN' |
DIRTY WITH] OUTTA HERE! }
WE HAVE TO
FIND A NEW

4 THAT WERECAT
\ SAID HE WAS AFTER
GOTHWRAIN!

—
AND F#@$ IF

WERE GETTIN'
INVOLVED WITH
HIM OR ZERO EVER

A-F&%#IN-GAIN! |

YOURE TOO

NOT TO

BE "INVOLVED,”

LYDIA

"McKRAKEN."

YOU'VE BEEN
"INVOLVED"




WHAT THE
F%$# ARE
YOU TALKIN'
ABOUT,
ZERO?

DESTINY,

YOU MUST RETURN
LYDIA.

TO DARK HOME. ALL
HAS BEEN PREPARED
FOR yOU.

YOURS HAS
ARRIVED.
YOURS IS BUT TO REACH

YOUR GOAL WILL
BE THE ULTIMATE
TEST OF YOU AND
YOUR COMRADES'

ABILITIES.

YOU MUST FIGHT
YOUR WAY TO
SAFETY... AND TO

AND TELL
GOTHWRAIN HE
CANKILL HIS
OWN F#%&IN'
WERECATS!

WERE THROUGH
WITH HIM! WITH
YoUy! WITH THE
WHOLE F&%$IN'
WERE-RAT

YOUR DESTINY.

IS THAT WHAT
YOU BELTEVE?
THAT GOTHWRAIN
HAD ME TRAIN
YOU SIMPLY TO

KILL A SLOPPY,
OVERWEIGHT
WERE -
CHEETAH?

BULLS#1%M

WERE SO FH@%IN'

TTA HERE!

SURVIVAL. STRATEGY. TACTICS.
LEADERSHIP. ADAPTABILITY.
YOUR LESSONS.

GOTHWRAIN MADE
SURE YOUR EDUCATION
WAS COMPLETE!

ROMEO.
MOISHA.

GOTHWRAIN
MADE SURE you
wouLD ALWAYS
POSSESS SOME-
THING NO RULER
SHOULD EVER
BE WITHOUT...

FRIENDS yOU
CAN

THE WERE-RAT
CLAN LEADERS. ..
YOUR PARENTS,
SHERISHA AND
GOTHWRAIN. ..
HAVE SEALED
THEIR FATES.

YoU wiLi ge
THEIR SULCESSOR!



” AND YOU ALL
YOURE ALREADY NOW HAVE o

FAiVIILl'/lR WITH PERMISSION know this
WERE-RAT "ASSASSIN .. dagger
LEATHER. " TO USE "DUAL blad
BLADE” STYLE. ade-
i-it's
a different
hilt... but
it's the same

L-LTKE WE
EVER NEEDED
YOUR "OK.”

"...Gothwrain
once used to

"AS YOU CAN i "YOU ALL WERE
‘ NOW SEE, LYDIA... HELPING HIM
GOTHWRAIN HAD SAMPLE YOUR
AN ULTERIOR AURAS TO BE
MOTIVE FOR THAT [/ /5% USED AS
“PUNISHMENT.” COMPONENTS. "

COMPONENTS FOR

MAKING HIS FINAL
GIFT TO YOU AND
YOUR COMRADES.

you
/ NOW EACHHAVE
AN “ELDRITCH SOUL
EDGE!"




t-TCHA..RIGHT.
THANKS FOR THE GEAR,
BUT YOU, LIKE..TOTALLY
GOT THE WRONG RAT!

H-HER PARENTS
SOLD HER TO
THE ASSASSIN'S
GUILD WHEN SHE

WAS LITTL

LYDIA
AINT
"ROYALTY"!

2.

MOISHA'S AND [ ‘
‘ MINE DID.. 4o
, i-ISN'T THAT
RIGHT, LYDIA?

THOSE PURSUING
GOTHWRAIN INTEND
TO USE YoU TO
REACH HIM.
THERE WILL
THEY WILL STOP BE A BATTLE.
AT NOTHING TO
CAPTURE YOU...
AND IF THEY
DO, YOU ALL
WILL BE MADE
HELPLESS!

..IDONT..
REMEMBER A
THING ABOUT
MY PARENTS. S8

"McKRAKEN". ..

W-WAS THE NAME
OF THE 6UVILD
a-AGENT WHO

., SCOOPED ME

\. OFF THE DOOR-

WITH THE LEADERS
OF THE WERE-RAT CLAN
GONE, THERE WILL BE
A TREMENDOUS POWER
VACUUM WITH NO
TRUE WAY TO CLOSE
IT EXCEPT THROUGH
YOUR RULE... OR

GOTHWRAIN,
SHERISHA AND
ALL INSIDE THE
SANCTUM SHALL
PERISH. )

MOISHA AND
ROMEO WILL SUFFER
GREATLY IF YOU ATTEMPT
TO SHIRK.... EVERYONE
SEEKING THAT POWER
WILL CERTAINLY USE
THEM TO GET TO
you!

YOUR ONLY HOPE IS TO
REACH DARK HOME WITHOUT
BEING CAPTURED AND
MADE VULNERABLE TO

ASSASSINATION.

=~

YOUR ONLY DEFENSE IS
TO SEIZE YOUR DESTINY,
LYDIA.... GOTHWRAIN
HAS SEEN TO THAT.

W-WHY?

Why is my
father doing
this?

FOR REVENGE.




AROUND
HERE, EH? ITS BESTIF

INDEED! WE KEEP OUR
AND THEY NET "SPREAD"

COULDN'T
HAVE GONE BESIDES. WHAT

COULD A TRIO OF
LOWLY WERE-RATS
POSSIBLY HOPE TO
PERHAPS WE é DO AGAINST THE
SHOULD SUMMON LIKES OF ME?
THE REST OF THE /
SEARCH PARTY?

EVEN THEIR
WERERATS.. AURAS AND PSTONTC
PINPOINTING IMPRFSSION.? ARE
THEIR PRECISE SILENTY
LOCATIONS. ..

..EVEN WITH
MAGIC, IS SO
DIFFICULT! HOWEVER, IF WE ARE
WARY OF ANYTHING
OUT OF THE ORDINARY...

THEY POSSESS
SUPERNATURAL
STEALTH THAT
ONLY WERE-
CATS SEEM TO .ALERT TO THE
BE ABLE TO T
COMPENSATE Nl
P ) DISTURBA--







. GODIOH
My 60D!

N-Ver MINd
MEN T'll H-eal!
6--ET TH- (haCk)
TH-t HuMAN!

[ TH-AT'S (wheEEZZ)
THE LaS-T TImE

) (WHhKAFF) T EveR
AW UND-Er-ESTIMATE
AW H-- (hack) DEViOUS-
N NESS O-F H-umANS! Yl




NOTHING
PERSONAL. .. ;

..YOU ARE NOT
ALLOWED TO
DEFEND HER.

HER
BATTLE
IS OVER!

FEAR NOT.

I HAVE NO INTENTION
OF KILLING THE PLATINUM
DRAGON. ..

UNFORTUNATELY, THERE
ARE NO PAINLESS WAYS
TO SLICE TENDONS AND

DISLOCATE JOINTS.

..BUT EVEN WITH THE
ENCHANTED VENOM I PLACED
ON MY RAZOR-LINE PREVENTING
HER FROM USING HER MAGIC AND
TRANSFORMING. ..

..SHE IS TOO DANGEROUS
TO REMAIN ACTIVE!
I MUST COMPLETELY
REMOVE HER FROM
THIS CAMPAIGN!

AGAIN...
NOTHING
PERSONAL.

AGAIN... YOU ARE
NOT ALLOWED TO
DEFEND HER!



YOU FIGHT
VERY WELL.

PLANNING
IS HOW TRUE
VICTORIES ARE
ATTAINED!

B-BY THE
MAKER...!

GUESS WHERE
THEY ARE
GOING?

THIS
CITY'S "DOOR"
TO DARK-
HOME,
PERHAPS?

WERE-RAT
MAY OPEN
A BLACK
GATE,
YOU KNOW.

ITS THE VERY
SAME STYLE
AYANE USESH!

HIS IS MORE
REFINED...
BUT--

AYANE'S ART
FORM!

AND BLACK I SEE YOU ARE NOW
GATES ONLY AWARE OF YOUR DILEMMA.
STAY OPEN
FOR A SHORT
TIME! LEAVE THE INJURED,
HELPLESS DRAGON TO
ME AND PURSUE YOUR
MISSION...

..OR PROTECT YOUR
FRIEND UNTIL SHE
RECOVERS... LOSING
YOUR ONE CHANCE TO

REACH GOTHWRAIN. /

NO... THATISNT A )
TRUE OPTION, IS IT.
YOU MUST REACH |
GOTHWRAIN ...




AS I SAID... YOU

/] (]
ARE NOT ALLOWED CARE AR

60 AFTER

TO DEFEND HER. THEMII

i |

W D-DEBRA???

TEST YOUR-
SELF AGAINST
MY STUDENTS.

BE WARNED... YOU
HAVE ONLY BEEN
TAUGHT HOW TO

FIGHT... THEY HAVE
BEEN TAUGHT HOW
TO WIN!

60!
BRITANNY'S
LIFE IS AT

STAKE!

ARE AWARE OF GOTHWRAIN'S

HOWEVER, WE BOTH

CRAFTSMANSHIP.

IF YOU BELIEVE
A LITTLE HIT
LIKE THAT...

...CAN HARM THE
DAUGHTER OF THE
DRAGON EMPRESS. ..

..YOURE AS

FOOLISH AS

THIS HUMAN
WHO'S ABOUT

TO FEEL MY
> WRATHI

WHILE A WEAK MAGE,

GOTHWRAIN IS AN EXPERT

MAGIC-CRAFTER AND A
PEERLESS ENCHANTER!

EVEN YOUR MOTHER
WOULD BE UNABLE TO
RESIST HIS "MA6GIC
BREAK VENOM.”

YOUR HUMAN
FORN SUFFERED
THE FULL EFFECT i
OF THAT DAMAGE. i
— £ ON YOUR FEET
\ CAUSES YOU
NDOUS
AGONY.



AS FRAIL wd T STIL I CAN STILL MOVE
4 AS THE HUMAN ¢ SERVES MY RIGHT ARM...
N\ BODYIS... . : ] WELL BROKEN RIBS AND

ENOUGH. SHATTERED BONES
BE DAMNED...!

Ll SvITe AND THAT'S

--TO ACTIVATE YOUR
COMMUNICATOR TO
SUMMON YOUR PARTNER,
STRYYP' 6IA, FOR

IT WILL TAKE A
WEEK FOR YOU TO
RECOVER... EVEN WITH ..AFTER I CUT BOTH
MAGICAL HEALING... OF YOUR ANKLE TENDONS
. AND SHATTER BOTH OF
YOUR SHOULDERBLADES.

I'M AFRAID THE PAIN
WILL BE EXCRUCIATING
BEFORE YOU BLACK

PREPARE YOURSELF.

"...I SWEAR
T'LL MAKE
YOU PAY
FOR THIS.”




ALMOST THERE. /
=X

FOLLOWED,
Y'NO...

YOU 6UYS...

..SHOULD GET
FAR AWAY
FROM ME...

..ONCE WE
REACH DARK
HOME...

..AS FAR
AWAY FROM
ME AS
YOU CA--

DONTEVER ' THROUGH THE DARKEST ' ]
AKE US LEAVE i/ OF NIGHTS... THROUGH THE NO MATTER

YOUR SIDE, | WHERE YOUR
LYOLAl HARSHES OF ORDEALS! PATH LEADS,

WE SHALL

AND PLUS...
YOURE TOTALLY
MISSIN ROMES

HAVIN' TO

...like... PULL

OUT A WEDGIE

EVERY TEN

SINCE WE
ONLY HAD

\ FERRAS-As..*

..HE'S TOTALLY
HAVING Y'no...
WARDROBE
TROUBLE!

*FERRAS-As" ARE WERE-
» |RAT MESHES DESIGNED FOR
FLEXIBILITY BUT USUALLY
WORN BY FEMALES.

7
“Na

Heh. Like...

PICK THAT

ONE OUT,
SHAKE-
SPEARE!




LYDIA..like...
T CAN'T BELIEVE
YOURE STRESSIN'
OVERTHIS. [,

| LIKE..ITS
A TOTAL

"NO-BRAINER"!

WE STEP IN...
GET THE "CROWN"
AND ACCESS TO
THE BANK
ACCOUNT!

—_—

WERE-RAT CLAN
AND SCREW
EVERYBODY

— AN
¥ \' LIKE... d
\ SCREW THE )

WE DRAIN THE Y}
FUNDS DRY AND | =
JET... WERE ? /
TOTALLY RICH
RATS, GIRLFRIN"

iy \ ..
/4 4 _

Just Us against
the world.

ARE SO...
F&%$#IN...
STOOPID. ..

o we totally
know that.
A et

THEY ARE
INNOCENT...




/ THEY ARE
| GOTHWRAIN'S

| PAWNS..JUST

LIKE THE REST
OF US.

7 BRITANNY... DON'T DIE...
’ ,‘ PLEASE DON'T DIE...

I'M COMING TO
SAVE YOU... NO
MATTER WHO
I HAVE TO 60
THROUGH. ..

...NO MATTER
WHOSE BLOOD
I HAVE TO
SPILL.

NEXT: BIACK GATE" PART L.
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