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SOMEBODY
GET ON-LINE
FOR ME...

I'M HERE,
AGENT DORTON...
XANE AND I ARE
ATTEMPTING TO
PURSUE THE
GROUP WHO
ASSAULTED THE
DETENTION
CENTER...

‘GIA.
BAD NEWS.
REPORT FROM

DEBBIE...
.M'S

A NON-FATAL
CASUALTY.

HE'S IN REAL
BAD SHAPE, TOO.
DEBBIE'S TAKING

HIM TOH.Q.

TRUST
XANE WITH
COMMAND
STAT?

I WOULDN'T
TRUST HER
WITH THE
T.P.M

I--UGHI
HEARD THAT,
DORTYI

WE'LL CALL IF WE
NEED ANYTHING,

A STEAM
SHOVEL'D
BE NICE!

" ER..AGENT
'GIA, OUT.

-

THAT MEANS YOU'VE
GOT COMMAND STATUS
IN THAT AREA.

THE TRANSPORTER'S
WARMED UP, 5O IF YOU
NEED A FEW BATTLE TANKS,
ANUKE, OR AROLL OF T.P.,
IT'S YOURS.

W-WHY NOT
XANE? SHE'S
THE SENIOR
AGENT HERE.

WHAT's WrTH
THIS THING!?




BUT NOW I--
WHATI? nnf..what
YOU THINK the heck??
YOU CAN
DO ANY
BETTER?

YOU WANNA
PIECE OF ME?
HUHz? \/ FORAWHILE,

JUST STEP I THOUGHT YoU
ASIDE, GIRLY-\ ~ ACTUALLY HAD \,
GIRL... SOMEMUSCLE.. %

Oh--%$#@
ME!




THEY LOCKED
US OUT...
I'LL HAVE TO
MELT THE LID
NO LATCHES 4 WITH A FEW
OR WELD MARKS... '\ ACID PELLETS. 4 I CAN "SEE”
BUT THAT DRAGON | A STRANGE

GIRL USES MAGIC... ENERGY ) I
PATTERN '
N RADIATING. 4 A =

FROM DAMAGE AS

— ) A
/ THISLID
IS PROTECTED

NOT MOVE...

LONG AS IT DOES !

IF WE
WASTE TIME
FINDING A
NEW ENTRANCE
OR DIGGING...

< FLEEING... CRAWLING
AROUND IN A HUMAN
WASTE TUNNEL... >

«JUST WHEN I
THOUGHT OUR
QUEST COULDN'T
POSSIBLY BRING

VS ANYLOWER = < SIRE..WHY DO

WE WAIT? WHY DO
WE HESITATE? >

< BEFORE Us, WE
HAVE THE PERSONAL |
HANDIWORK OF THE
FIRST AND OLDEST
OF DRAGONS...
GRANDFATHER
EXTHILION... >

*TRANSLATED FROM DRACONIC
LOW-SPEECH, WHICH IS SPOKEN
AT A FREQUENCY TOO LOW FOR
NORMAL HUMAN (AND MOST

ANIMAL) HEARING.. F.




o

< COULD YOU IMAGINE
THE POWER? THE ANCIENT
SPELL FRAGMENTS WE COULD
SALVAGE ONCE SHE'S SLAIN?
SIRE? WHAT ARE WE
WAITING FOR? >

<« WOULD YoUu
RATHER HAVE
CRUMBS OR
THE ENTIRE
LOAF, THIRTY-
EIGHT? >*

< THESE PROBABLY
AREN'T THE ONLY
"ARRAYS." >

<\ *FAUNTLEROY DOESN'T
< WHAT IF THESE \ HAVE THE ABILITY TO
LEAD US TOMORE.. ''"LOW-SPEAK," BUT HIS
OR EVEN THE ENHANCED SENSES
ORIGINAL? > LET HIM HEAR IT.
ADDITIONALLY, HE CAN
STILL SPEAK DRACONIC,

< WELL, I SUPPOSE
ONE OR TWO WILL ONLY NEED
BE ENOUGH FOR ONE... > /
NOW. > L

<ATLEAST
LETUS DO
AWAY WITH
THAT HUMAN SOW...
SHE IS ENTIRELY
USELESS TO
us! >

<I--

I AGREE WITH
THIRTY-EIGHT
ON THAT
NOTION. >

«I SENSE NO
USEFUL ABILITIES
FROM HER AURA.
A PEBBLE WOULD
CONTRIBUTE
MORE TO OUR
QUEST..>

< A-AND...and... l

we don't like
the glances she's
been giving you,
sire... >

< KEEP THE HUMAN
UNDAMAGED AS WELL. >

——

( TRUE, HUMANS MAKE
HORRIBLE PETS... »




THERE... A ' THE EDGE OF THE

TREE WITH %\ WETLANDS IS FURTHER
STRONG ROOTS TO THE SOUTH..ABOUT
DIRECTLY ONE MILE...
ABOVE
US...
...BUT THIS TREE
SHOULD SERVE WELL
ENOUGH. ..

.AS A
WEAPON.

THEN...WE'RE
REALLY 6OING
TO ATTACK
THEM?

WHY NOT ASK THEM

TO HELP US RESCUE

TIRANT FROM "THE
RETREAT"?

e
HAVING SLASHER
ALONG IS GOOD,

BUT IF FAUNTLEROY
JOINED US TOO--

IDON'T YV HEACTSLIKE
TRUST HE WANTS TO

FAUNTLEROY. HELP US..

HE SAYS HE
CAME TO THE : 4
PRISON TO W
RESCUE Us... ..JUST BECAUSE
j HE THINKS WE'RE
SOME KIND OF SACRED
LIVING DRAGON-SPELL
OR SOMETHING...

NOW THAT A 600D AND...
TREE'S NEARBY, I CAN i-I'VE 6OT AN
> = CAST "ROOT- "ICE-WALL"
GET READY TO ATTACK! FURY"! SPELL READY?
I'LL 6O UP THE MIDDLE
AND GIVE FAUNTY A
TASTE OF WERE-CHEETAH-
PWNAGE!

OFF BALANCE, )
WEBOLT. /

-

THEN MAKE
FOR THE TIP OF
THE WETLANDS,
WHERE I CAN CAST
"NATURE'S GATE"!
THEN, WE'RE OUTTA
HERE.

READY?




ugh... "/
orry for § A "FUZZY SCAN

OF A HOLLOW "SPIN CYCLE"...

2
b L

s g WE'LL CATCH THEM
~V// ) . e . J OFF GUARD BEFORE
(' ARE WE NEAR y ALL THAT \| THEY GET NEAR THE

AREA" TO

g - gy WELL, ATLEAST
N/ W 1'LL LET yoU kKNow THEY WON'T EXPECT
P 4 { * WHEN THE ROOM s US Now...
Sy fl. ceTs poNE wITH |\
»

N\ THE FUGITIVES? N\ oirirs | O\ aTYToTHE
’ EVENING.. ]
& <







BOY, WERE
THEY
FOR Us!

CRUSH!
GET ON
YOUR FEETI
DEFENDII

WE NEED TO
WIN THE
INITIATIVE
BACKIl




ARRAY, GIRL!I
THIS WHIP--

{ vou 1pIoT!

THss wan [




S
INTERESTING
HOW YOU'VE HELD |
BACK FROM RISKING [
YOURSELF THIS [
TIME IN PERSONAL )
\ COMBAT, SIRE.. £~

7/ ...UNTIL YOU
WERE ASSURED

, IDOBELIEVE N\
E : YOU'RE CATCHING /

ON, DEAR WIFE...

COME.

W OUR "TREASURE"

HAS A HEAD

W/ ). START...




UGHH... IS

=7 You know...the EVERYONE
smarf move would ALL RIGHT?
be to play it off .
\ like it never but if you

keep pretending e
happened. .. A ...you're just
you didn’t going to draw
enjoy being attention to
down there... yourself,

"Sugar-Lips"!

t-THE FEELING'S
COMING BACK TO
MY LEGS, STRIPE...

CAN TELL
YOU THIS
MUCH.

7" IREALLY,

REALLY
DON'T WANT
TO FEEL THAT
LASH AGAIN!

AND TRUST ME,
' YOU DON'T WANT

 SOWE

HAVE A

PROBLEM. ..

7 ..BECAUSE IF
\ ' TO EITHER... ;

SLASHER KNOWS
ANYTHING, IT'S
HOW TO USE
A WHIPI

ACCURATELY!




AVENGER,
IF WE'RE
CARELESS,
ANY or
THEM COULD

. JUST GIVE
DEFEAT US!

ME A MINUTE...
OKAY?

COME ON.
WE CAN'T
DELAY!

ANOTHER
GROUP OF
VICTIMS
TO USE AS A
DIVERSION
AGAINST
Us...

...Barbra...
What did
you do?

TH-THERE, THE
BARRICADES
ARE ALL
COMPLETE.. I

IT'SLIKE
I HAVE TO
RE-TEACH
MY LE6S
How To

WORKI!

ALTHOUGH T
DON'T KNOW
HOW LONG
THESE WILL
HOLD AGAINST
TWO FIRE-
BREATHING
DRACONIANS. .

And I'm still
trying to think
of the strat
we'll use once
we DO catch

up...

a NON-LETHAL 4
strat, any- BAD JOKE,
TOO.
THAT WAS '
i BECAUSE
RIGHT? JEBREEE
EVEN THINKING
ABOUT BREAKING
RULE NUMBER
ONE...

/ LLET'S JUST
SAY YOU DO

NOT WANT TO
THINK ABOUT

Cr-crush...
something
did happen

to you...

LONG ENOUGH \|
FOR THOSE 600DY-
600D-600DERS TO
CATCH UP TO OUR
"DRAGON-PALS,"
N I HOPE.

IN THIS GAME,
WE DON'T HAVE
TO OUTRUN
THE LAW...
WE JUST HAVE /
TOOUTRUN £
THEMII




| KEEP MOVINGI
WE CAN CHAT

ABOUT THIS

LATER OVER

TEAAND |
CRUMPETSII

OH?
A TEA
PARTY?

WITHOUT [
| mwvITne

AND A FEW
FROZEN WALLS
ERECTED BETWEEN

USAS WELL...

WHY, I »
DO BELIEVE
I'M BEING
REJECTEDI




HURRY UP, X
SLOWPOKES!

ALL THAT TIME
SPENT MAKING A
BARRIER, AND TO
THEM, IT'S JUST
A SPEED-BUMP!

SHRIKE!
YOU AND
SLASHER

GO ON

AHEAD!

TH-THEY'RE
ALMOST
THROUGHI

I'M CASTING /
“"SUMMON BRIARS? THOSE
ARMORED DRAGONS
WON'T EVEN
NOTICEN

I'M HOPING '\

FAUNTLEROY
WILL. THE
DRAGONS

DON'T SEEM
TO MOVE
\. WITHOUT
f HIMI

/' IFYOU

r
ENCHANT THE

BRIARS WITH
PROTECTION
FROM THOSE
BREATH
WEAPONSII

YRIA AND
I WILL MAKE p
MORE -
OBSTACLES!

/' AND LEAVE
YOU BEHIND?

WE NEED 4
SLASHER'S \J
COMBAT : 4
SKILLSTO | \
RESCUE i IF SHE AND
TIRANT! | ONE OF Us
ESCAPE, WE'VE
SUCCEEDEDI!




WELL, UH...
THAT SHOULD
WORKI

—

FIRST OUR
SUCCESS IN
CRAFTING
SLASHER'S
WHIP AND
NOW THIS!

"ANALYZE
LATERI HAUL
A$# Nowil"

THIS WASN'T
SUPPOSED TO
HAPPEN!

WE SHOULD
COMBINE
SPELLS MORE
OFTEN!

Array
CAN'T be
a guardian

as we first

SIRE?
DID THEY
JUST CAST
WHAT I
FELT THEY
CAST?

..SHAPED INTO
A WALL OF
THORNS. ..

I'VE STUDIED
SPELLCRAFT IN
LIBRARIES ALL
OVER JADE...

COMBINING
SPELLS IS
SUPPOSED TO BE
PROHIBITIVELY
DIFFICULTI

AND RESULTS
LIKE OURS, WITH
LOW-LEVEL SPELLS,
ARE ABSOLUTELY
IMPOSSIBLEI

Magends
are sentient
or "aware"

Guardians
¢an‘t cast
magends...

EVEN A DRA6ON
CAN'TCAST A
MAGEND WITHOUT
A MYMIOR--A
DRAGON SPELL
RING...

So what
manner of
6randfather
Exthilion's
creation IS
Array?







WE HAVE - MY FRIENDS \Uil
TOKILL HER WENT TO HEAD
BEFORE HER OFF THE OTHER /]

FRIENDS 6ROUP, .

5@\ CRIMINALS! /

IT'S JUST
{ you 6uys
\ AND MEI f

WHICH MEANS
P/ THERE'S NO CHANCE
'\ OF ACCIDENTALLY
\ HURTING A
\  TEAMMATEI

THIS IS IT,
SLASHI

THAT HATCH
LEADS STRAIGHT
OUT AND TO
THE SWAMPS!
ISTILL
WANTED TO
TEST MY
NEW WHIP
OUT ON
DRAGON
HIDE...

BUT
FREEDOM
COMES--




oh, F&"%!!
I'drecognize
that size thirteen
heel ANYWHERE!

I'LL STAY

ALL HAVE i IN RESERVE
THE RIGHT foc 1 IN CASE RE-
Tg Iﬁ_fm_m L Ty : INFORCEMENTS

. 11/ SHOW UP!

YADDA YADDA

G60NNA

PWN JoO,
LIKE BE-ATCHII

YOU'RE
EVEN G6OING
TO LISTEN.

 / , SOUNDS
CITIZEN'S PLANNISHI
ARREST,
\  BLAHBLAH ;
N\ BLAH.. Uz I'M
A
\

STRIPE!
YOU'RE
ON




WE'VE FOUGHT
LIKE, WHAT?
SIX TIMES
S50 FAR?

e’ THIS TIME ANY
DIFFER--OW!

NO, SLASHER.
IT'S ABOUT
TIME YOU
SURRENDERED
YOURSELF.

AND YOU
GOT YOUR

\  TAIL BEAT

ON EVERY

| OCCASIONI

WE AIN'T
IN A CELL
THIS TIMEN

--'N RUNII
ALL F"%$#IN

THEN YOoU
UNDERSTAND. IT
IS IMPOSSIBLE
TO FLEE.

YOU'RE

TELEPORTIN'

LET ME
GET SOME
OF THAT!

JUST AS

| ITIS EQUALLY

IMPOSSIBLE
TO RESIST Us
THROUGH VIO--

4 I'VEBEEN
{ WAITIN' TO
PAY HER BACK

FOR ALL THOSE
"szRLI




' EVEN THOUGH

T HAD MANAGED
B\ TO WARP AWAY...

STILL STRUCK
ME IN HYPER- [

EVEN KNOW  J
WHERE I'M
COMIN'
FROMII

}64 -

H'e.
Y

WG
L\ A




DAMMIT,
SHRIKE,
YOU'RE

EMBAR-
/A RASSING
; ME!

'/ You THINK
/  IBOUGHT
/  THAT"WAIT

IN RESERVE"
\ BULLS#$@! 4
-\ ’




| IDIDN'T
FORGET

IT'S8 THE
REAL REASON
THEY CALL

(\  ME CRUSH.
ﬂk-‘ -

MY POWERS. ..
MY DENSITY
CONTROL AND
STRENGTH...

YOU KNow
THIS GRIP.

YOU'VE SEEN N\
ME PULL AXLES »

OUT OF CARS' 14
FRAMES... ' \“
N \ :
- ' .ARE STRONGEST
e u IN MY HANDS...
ONCET 7 A ;
GRAB SOME- 7 Yy
THING, IT IS / G /, // ~ \

GRIPPED! W
_‘/




huff-- OKAY,
#$@ %l BX%$#HI
| 'FEEL LIKE A YOU'RE
| SEMI PARKED 6ETTIN'
\ ON MY VOCAL IT Nowll
\L. CORDSII

e

WE JUST
MADE A
SERIOUS,

..AND WE'D

BETTER GET

BEFORE WE
HAVE TO

NO, YOU CAN'TII \
NOT WHEN WE
JUST MAY HAVE
GIVEN FAUNTLEROY
A STRONGER
VERSIONII

AT FIRST,
WE THOUGHT
WE'D MADE
A BARRIER
TO KEEP
HIM AT

BUT THE MORE
MYRIA AND I THOUGHT
ABOUT THE NATURE
OF THE SPELL WE
CRAFTED, THE MORE
WE REALIZED...

THAT "BARRIER"

WAS ACTUALLY

A WEAPON LIKE
YOUR WHIP...

"AND IT'S
TOO LATE TO
RISK 6OING

BACK FOR

Y

"BECAUSE, JUST
LIKE YOUR WHIP,
THE FIRST ONE
WHO TOUCHES

PRECIOUS

AND I CAN

TAKE ANY-
THINGI!

“ . .BECOMES
THE WEAPON'S

OKAY, 50 I LIED

LAST ISSUE. THE
CONCLUSION IS
IN 58, NOT 57...

..BUT, DAMN, I'M

JUST HAVIN' TOO

MUCH FUN WITH
THIS TALE...
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